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Schlock Mercenary:  
Random Access Memorabilia

2013 Hugo Reader Copy

Tagon’s Toughs have their first wedding, but then are pulled into a big puzzle by 
a consortium of Gavs. Unfortunately for everyone, the big puzzle could become an 
even bigger disaster.
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Note: The origins of the suburban statuary warfare between the retired Captain Kevyn Andreyasn and the retired General 
Karl Tagon can be found in the bonus story “Mad Scientist’s Residence” in between the glossy, tree-killing covers of Schlock 
Mercenary: Resident Mad Scientist.
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Note: Lieutenant Ebbirnoth’s comments about the relative insignificance of human fluid exchange will seem ridiculously 
understated to students of early human history. Commander Foxworthy’s tacit agreement with those statements should 
serve to illustrate that she is not, in point of fact, a student of early human history.
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Note: Dietz’s statement about Oisri’s ridges and hills may seem irreconcilable with Tagii’s claim that Oisri’s radius is exactly 
1/2063rd the radius of her gravitational masking bubble. In particular, Tagii claimed that her instrumentation lacked the 
resolution to find a rounding error.

One might suggest that the masking bubble itself has ridges and hills, but Tagii certainly would have said something about 
that. The answer, sadly, is much more mundane. Tagii is stating Oisri’s average radius from a large sample of points, and 
the ridges and hills are regular enough that for any statistically significant sample that average radius comes out the same. 
More measurements only reinforce the statistical perfection of Oisri’s sphericality.

We could have spent a day letting Tagii explain her measurement methodology to Kevyn, but the current story already 
features n+1 days of making jokes with numbers, and “n” = “too many.”
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Note: Since there are likely some younger readers wondering what “E.T.” is, there are no doubt older readers wondering 
how anybody would know about E.T. (let alone Skittles or “taste the rainbow”) in the 31st century. By way of reminder, the 
two Gavcorps scientists in the above strip, Kevyn Dietz and Kent Rice, are transmogrified Gavs, and while they have full sets 
of fabricated memories and skills, they also retain their pre-freeze recollection of 20th and 21st century pop-culture: Skittles, 
E.T., Max Headroom, The Matrix, and a host of other long-forgottens. 

On an unrelated note, the selection of positions for laser firing is based on the Fibonacci sequence.
Tangentially, the respective length of the paragraphs describing pop-cultural and mathematical aspects of today’s 

installment is symptomatic of everything that went wrong with the author’s education.
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Note: Nick is currently telling the story found between the covers of Schlock Mercenary: The Sharp End of the Stick. Yes, 
there are naked bits in it. No, Nick does not remember it quite the way it happened, but he got this part exactly right.
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Note: Nanomachines, or “nannies” (that’s the 31st-century colloquialism,) are surprisingly durable, yet oddly fragile. You 
can, for instance, pound on nanny-dust with a hammer all afternoon, ruining your counter-top while failing to have an 
appreciable effect on the tiny devices. But take a hot pizza-stone out of the oven and set it atop the dust-pile, and you’ll 
ruin the nannies while maybe only discoloring the counter.

This is because large things, especially large things of uniform composition, are resilient to ambient temperature changes, 
while very small things are not. Nannies are phenomenally complex, and while they’re built to be as resilient as possible, 
they have nowhere to dump heat when the molecules of their environment get excited. Their tiny hulls warp, and their 
single-molecule circuit strands and power coils quickly denature leaving them inert.

Nanomachines are extremely unlikely to survive the wash of plasma depicted above, while armored combatants have 
little to worry about. Things made of flesh (including recently  hardened, ultra-durable flesh) fall somewhere in the middle. If 
you find yourself attacked by nannies, hold your breath, close your eyes, and set yourself on fire. Then stop, drop, and roll, 
and hope that good skin regeneration technology is available where (and when) you live.
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Note: In the Aeneid, Virgil wrote Fama, malum qua non aliud velocius alium, which tranlates as “Rumour, than whom 
no other evil thing is faster.” Fifteen centuries later, William Shakespeare expounded upon this at great length in Rumor’s 
prologue to Henry IV, part 2. Two centuries later, Jonathan Swift wrote “Falsehood flies, and the truth comes limping after it.” 
A century later C.H. Spurgeon said “Falsehood will fly from Maine to Georgia while truth is pulling her boots on,” but it would 
appear that he was quoting Fisher Ames, who said the same thing thirty years earlier. 

Perhaps unhappy with having lifted the quote directly, in 1859 Spurgeon wrote “A lie will go ‘round the world while the 
truth is pulling its boots on.”  Eighty years or so after that, Winston Churchill slowed falsehood a bit, and then vastly improved 
the quote with a different article of clothing when he said “A lie gets halfway around the world before the truth has a 
chance to get its pants on.”

Within four hundred years, however, truth could not find the airlock. In a stroke of irony, the previous pedigree was lost, 
which means that not only did all copies of The Yale Book of Quotations go missing, but now falsehood spread throughout 
the galaxy while truth never left the house. Also, somebody deleted this footnote.
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Note: Though it certainly seems appropriate for Tagon and Bunnigus to take this conversation to a private channel, it’s 
obvious that Danita can hear them. This leaves you, fair reader, with several possible interpretations of the scene.

    Danita’s hearing is good enough that stray vibrations from the face-plates are audible. 
    Tagon and Bunnigus haven’t figured out how to have private conversations.
    Tagon and Bunnigus deliberately had this conversation in a way that Danita could hear them.
    The Universe required a punchline (which it does, every day) and warped physics in such a way that the conversation 

was audible.

Pick whichever one of these feels right to you. Sometimes the Universe neglects to explain itself, and we need to tell 
ourselves stories so that it continues to appear predictable.
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Note: While teraport systems must necessarily compensate for vector differences between source and destination 
frameworks, the mechanism is not perfect. Additionally, the teraport cage, a tool for masking and protecting the space-
time disruptions a teraport induces, introduces significant computational and power-drain overhead. Add to that the 
fact that the beach-head teraport cage is open on two sides, and the imperfections in the vector-alignment mechanism 
become difficult to smooth out. 

Now drop a beach-head cage down a hole in which teraports are disrupted and in which the gravitational field is 
changing in intensity, and you have a perfect storm of circumstances in which the vector compensation system shuts itself 
off lest it overheat and prevent teraporting from happening in the first place. 

Fortunately, the sorts of circumstances in which troops will be launching themselves through beach-head cages for 
extraction are also the sorts of circumstances where their destination is equipped with systems for throwing a gravitic bubble 
around things that are moving faster than a high-velocity speeding bullet. 
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You have reached the end of Schlock Mercenary Book 13: Random Access Memorabilia. 

If you want to read the continuing story, visit schlockmercenar.com and click in the archives to January 1st, 2013, for the 
beginning of book 14, a slightly less weighty tome whose working title is Broken Wind. No, it is not a story about flatulence. 


