-=1 THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
APPRECIATE SOME DEEP
BACKGROUND.

SAUCER_6_final.indd 1

THANKS
FOR JOINING ME,
GOVERNOR,
EVERYONE.

1PROUDLY
PRESENT--

BEFORE
WE SET OoUT
TO FIND THE TRUTH
BEHIND SOME OF
THE THINGS WE...T
MEAN YOU...HAVE
EXPERIENCED--

A FIELD GUIDE 1O
FLYING SAUCERS.
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"HUMANITY HAS
ALWAYS MET
THE OTHER.

"IN THE BOOK
OF EZEKIEL, FOR
EXAMPLE, WE HEAR
OF ONE OF THE
PROPHET'S
VISIONS--

'--THE CODED RELIGIOUS
DETAIL OF WHICH SOME
MODERN INTERPRETERS
HAVE CHOSEN TO READ
QUITE DIFFERENTLY."
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“IT'S A SERIOUS QUESTION. '-=WHEN '‘MOWING DEVILS’
WHEN FAIRIES LEAD PEASANTS CREATE CROP CIRCLES--"

OFF INTO WORLDS WHERE

TIME RUNS DIFFERENTLY--

--ARE OUR ANCESTORS
DESCRIBING AN APPROXIMATION
WE NOW THINK WE KNOW THE
TRUTH BEHIND?

OR ARE THEY
JusT REPORTING
WHAT THEY
REALLY SAW?

OR IS THERE

SOME STILL
WEIRDER--?

PROFESSOR--

--YOU'RE SAYING
FAIRIES MIGHT BE
PART OF THIS
THING?

TO
CONTINUE--

YES. WHY
DO YOoU AsSK,
MICHAEL?Z
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'=--FROM ROMANS WHO REPORT THEY
LITERALLY COMMUNED WITH THE
GODS CASTOR AND POLLUX--

"=--TO JAPANESE
VILLAGERS WHO,
BEFORE THE ISLANDS
WERE OPENED TO
FOREIGN TRADE,
GENUINELY MET U.S.
NAVY scouTs--

S0 1S THAT WHAT WE'RE

TALKING ABOUT HERE?
THE SHOCK OF CONTACT
WITH ADVANCED
CULTURES?

WITH
THE ROMAN
GODS BEING,
I DON'T KNOW,

LIKE IN 5TAR
TREK?

BUT IF THAT'S
ALL THIS

15--
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"--ENCOUNTERS WITH

STRANGE BEINGS ARE

ALWAYS RECORDED IN
STRIKINGLY SIMILAR

TERMS."

PEOPLE WOULD
LIKE TO THINK
IT'S AS SIMPLE

SPARKLY ALIENS

--WHY ARE

THESE "ALIENS"

ALWAYS ABOUT
usz
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"THE MODERN UFO
ERABEGAN IN 1947--

"HE CONSISTENTLY
DESCRIBED THEM AS
CRESCENT-SHAPED--

"'-=WHEN KENNETH
ARNOLD, FLYING OVER
MOUNT RAINIER IN
WASHINGTON STATE,
SAW A FLIGHT OF

STRANGE AIRCRAFT.

"--BUT WHEN HE WAS INTER-
VIEWED, HE SAID SOMETHING
THAT CHANGED THE WORLD...

"STRANGE, ISN'T IT, HOW THE
TAILPLANE AND SLIM BODY OF A
JET, FIRST SEEN AROUND...1947...
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THEY MOVED
KIND OF..LIKE A
SAUCER IF YOU
SKIP IT ACROSS

WATER.

“..WELL, YOU SEE

WHAT I MEAN.
"BUT ARNOLD'S QUOTE

GAVE AN INNER LIFE TO
THAT SCARECROW."
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"IN THE SAME WAY, BEFORE
THE X-FILES, TRIANGULAR UFOS
WERE ONLY SEEN IN BELGIUM
AND WALES. SERIOUSLY.

"AFTER THE SHOW THEY
WERE EVERYWHERE.

"OR IS THIS REALLY
ABOUT THE WAY
MODERN CAMERAS,
WHEN THEY CAN'T
FOCUS ON SOME-
THING DISTANT,
PRODUCE A
TRIANGULAR
ARTIFACT?

"DOES ALL THIS HAVE
ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE
STEALTH FIGHTER AROUND
THAT SAME TIME?

"“THE MEDIA DO PLAY
AN ENORMOUS PART IN
THE SHAPING OF THE
MYTH, T THINK.
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'PID THE SHOW MAKE PEOPLE SAY
THEY SAW THEM? SHAPE WHAT THEY
COULDN'T SEE CLEARLYZ OR WAS
IT JUST QUICK TO REPORT A NEW
TREND IN VISITATIONS?

"FOR INSTANCE, BACK
AT THE VERY START..."
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"THE FIRST FLYING
SAUCERS WERE SEEN
IN THE CONTEXT OF
QUASI-SPIRITUAL
REVELATIONS LIKE
THOSE OF THE
AUTHOR RICHARD
SHAVER.

"HE ALLEGED THAT ‘DEROS’
FLEW SPACESHIPS OUT OF
THEIR UNDERGROUND LAIRS.

"EPITOR RAY PALMER

PUBLISHED THESE
‘TRUE’ ACCOUNTS IN
AMAZING STORIES.

"THEN CREATED FATE
MAGAZINE, PURELY
FOR SUCH STUFF. THE

FIRST ISSUE CARRIED
ARNOLD'S 'FLYING
SAUCER’ REPORT.

BOMB. WE'D JUST BECOME GOD.

"WE WERE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE
TO PUNISH OR SAVE US. SHAVER
PROVIDED EVIL DEROS AND NOBLE
TEROS TO DO JUST THAT.

"THANKS TO HIM, A SURPRISINGLY
LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
THOUGHT THEY KNEW WHAT THE
FLYING SAUCERS WERE.

| "IN THE 19505, WE'D JUST GOT THE

"THAT FIRST CHAPTER IN
UFO MYTHOLOGY HAS SINCE
BEEN CROSSED OUT AND
WRITTEN OVER.

"BUT THE ARCHETYPAL ROOTS
IT ESTABLISHED OR PLAYED
INTO... THEY REMAIN."

SAUCER_6_final.indd 7 7/25/12 10:32:54 AM



"HALF THE TIME WE
MEET ANGELS--

'--FROM THE
‘EUROPEAN INVENTORS’
WHO DESCENDED FROM

THEIR DIRIGIBLES TO
MEET RURAL AMERICANS
IN THE 18905--

"--WHEN REAL
DIRIGIBLES COULD
ONLY FLY A FEW
MILES--

“TO GEORGE
ADAMSKI’'S UTOPIAN
VENUSIANS--*

*#SEE STRANGE APVENTURES #1
FOR THE FULL STORY! ~WILEY WILL.

I RETURN
NOW TO PARIS,
AND, ONCE MY
PATENTS ARE
REGISTERED,
ENORMOUS
FAME!

I SHALL
KEEP YOUR
SECRET, SIR!

'==TO THE INTERPLANETARY

PARLIAMENT IN TOUCH WITH

THE AETHERIUS SOCIETY, A
FULL-ON UFO RELIGION.
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“(AND, JUDGING
BY THE ONES
IVE MET, THE

NICEST
PEOPLE.)

"THE OTHER HALF
OF THE TIME--"

7/25/12 10:33:05 AM



'--WE MEET
DeVILS."

"LIKE THE KELLY-
HOPKINSVILLE GOBLINS
FROM 1955--

"==1 THINK THIS IS
WHERE THE PHRASE
‘LITTLE GREEN MAN’

ORIGINATES.

"THE UNIQUE ALIENS WHO TOOK '--A FASCINATING CASE. THOSE GUYS
THE FIRST ABDUCTEES, BARNEY AREN'T THE MODERN ‘GREYS’ BUT A SORT
AND BETTY HILL, IN 1961-- OF ROUGH TEMPLATE FOR THEM--

"==INLITTLE
BIKER CAPS.

"YOU PUT THEM TOGETHER WITH STEVEN SPIELBERG'S
MALEVOLENT ABDUCTORS WHO WE'RE SUPPOSED TO
LIKE AT THE END OF CLOSE ENCOUNTERS--

"--AND YOU GET THE BEINGS
WHITLEY STREIBER SAYS TOOK HIM,
AS DESCRIBED IN HIS BEST-SELLING

COMMUNION, THE BOOK THAT
MADE THE ABDUCTION NARRATIVE
INTO A CONCRETE --"

OH MY
GOD--

SAUCER_6_final.indd 9 7/25/12 10:33:14 AM



--1 READ THAT IN COLLEGE.
I COULDN'T SLEEP FOR
WEEKS, THINKING SO HARD
ABOUT WHETHER I HAD ANY
“MISSING TIME”--

--WONDERING
IF I'D BEEN--

--COULD
DISCOVER
"MISSING TIME" IN
OUR LIVES.

BECAUSE
HUMAN
MEMORY IS

HORRIFYINGLY

FALLIBLE.

THAT'S
ONE THING MYTHS
ARE FOR: THEY'RE
WARNINGS ABOUT OUR
WEAKNESSES.
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OUR STORY.

NOT
CONFUSED OR
DISINTERESTED
OR LOUD LIKE
"REAL" ALIENS
MIGHT BE.

BUT CERTAIN
THINGS ABOUT THE
MYTH PO STRIKE
ME AS HAVING
THE RING OF
TRUTH.

I THINK
MoOST OF

ANGELS AND DEVILS.
WITH A MESSAGE FOR US
OR TORTURE FOR US.
ALWAYS PART OF

us--
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"BETTY HILL'S ALIENS SEEM TO
HAVE USED GYNECOLOGICAL
PROCEDURES THAT WERE ONLY
DEVELOPED AFTER THAT TIME.

"AND THE 'STAR MAP’ SHE
SAW..WELL, THERE'S BEEN
NO OTHER EVIDENCE AS
SOLID AS THAT, EVER. AND
IT ACTUALLY WORKS AS A
2-D REPRESENTATION OF
NEARBY STARS.

"EVEN THOUGH
THAT MEMORY WAS
RETRIEVED UNDER
HYPNOSIS, AND WE
KNOW HOW INSANE
THAT GETS, THAT'S

STILL ...

... THAT, IN
THE END, IS WHY
I BELIEVE THERE'S
SOMETHING REAL
AT THE HEART
OF THIS.

SOMETHING WE
DON'T UNDER-
STAND.

IT'S THE LITTLE
PERSONAL DETAILS
THAT THE CORE MYTH

DOESN'T LIKE, THAT
AREN'T ARCHETYPAL,
THAT TEND TO GET
EDITEP ouT...

"VERY FEW OF THESE
PEOPLE ARE LYING.
IF YOU WERE GOING

TO MAKE UP A STORY

ABOUT MEETING
ALIENS, YOU'D STICK
TO THE MYTH.

"YOU WOULDN'T SAY THEY WERE
FLYING DOLLS THAT YOU GAVE
MINCE PIES TO. YOU WOULDN'T

INVITE THAT RIDICULE."

THIS HAPPENS 50 V1 GUESS IT's TOO
OFTEN I'M SURPRISED S/LLY. UNLIKE, YOU
IT ISN'T IN THE KNOW, ALIEN

MONOMYTH. GYNECOLOGY.

THEY OFTEN GIVE US
CAKES. WITH NO SALT
IN THEM. THE SUPER-
NATURAL DOESN'T
LIKE SALT.
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"ALIENS WITH NOSES ARE
ALSO FROWNED ON.

"AND ANYTHING
SILVERY.

"IF YOU HAPPEN TO MEET GANDALF AND
R2-DZ IN THEIR FLYING SAUCER, YOU'RE
GOING TO FACE ENORMOUS PRESSURE

TO CHANGE THOSE DETAILS.

"ALIENS ARE MEANT TO
BE WHAT WE MAKE SF
FROM, NOT FROM SF.

"BUT THAT LINE IS
VERY BLURRY."

AND |F "“THEY" CAN CREATE "SCREEN
MEMORIES," WHY CAN'T THEY
BE GANDALF?

WHATEVER THIS IS
PROBABLY DOESN'T
HAVE MUCH RESPECT
FOR COPYRIGHT
LEGISLATION.

I THINK

T THINK THE
NUMBER OF
PEOPLE WHO
ARE MISTAKEN IS
M od M a2 --8uT
MISTAKEN ABouT NOT ABOUT

A LIGHT IN THE ACGANDALF.
SKY-- YOU'RE EITHER LYING, OR
SOMETHING ELSE IS GOING ON.
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"THE DOMINANT
NARRATIVE AFTER
SHAVER WAS THAT

ALIENS WERE HERE
TO HELP AND/OR
OBSERVE US.

"“THEN IT'S LIKE WE OFFENDED
AGAIN, AGAINST THE ALIEN,
AGAINST A HIGHER POWER. WE
DIDN'T HEED THE MESSAGE.

YOU Now
POSSESS THE
POWER TO DESTROY
YOURSELVES. YoOU
MUST LEARN WISDOM.

"WE RE-IMAGINE THAT SCENARIO
MANY TIMES, CENTERING ON THE
MYTH CLUSTER THAT FORMED
AROUND ‘THE ROSWELL INCIDENT.’
WHATEVER THAT ACTUALLY wAS.

"WE CAN'T TRUST OUR
GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT
Us FROM THIS ANGST,
FROM THIS FEAR OF
COSMIC RETRIBUTION. BUT
WE DON'T WANT TO THINK
OF THEM AS BEING AS LOST

AS THE REST OF US.
'S0 THEY MUST
BE INON IT.

“"NOW THAT'S GONE
FURTHER STILL, TO THE
POINT WHERE WE, OR
RATHER SOME OF US--

ONE
FINDS THE
HUMAN SUIT SO
CONFINING.
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THIS
ONE'S ALIVE!
GET HIM BACK
TO THE LAB FOR
EXPERIMEN-
TATION!

ITS A
DEAL, SON.
YOU PROBE
AS MANY OF
THEM AS YOou
LIKE!

'--WE ARE
THE ALIENS."

IFANCY A GIN
AND PERHAPS A
SMALL DOR-
MOUSE.
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LAST SCENARIO IS
STRAIGHT ouT
OF V.

you
ARE Us. You
BELONG TO
us.

SOON You
WILL ALL
KNOW THAT.

THAT FITS IN WITH
SOME OF THE THINGS
WE'VE HEARD, BUT
WHERE--?7

-- PROFESSOR,
WHAT DID You
THINK THIS WOULD
BE A ROUTE MAP
TOWARDS? WHAT
TRUTH CAN WE
TAKE FROM THIS
INSANE...QUASI-
HISTORY?

SAUCER_6_final.indd 14

AND YEAH, THAT VPETZ&ONALLV, I'M WAITING FOR
THE ACADEMIC PAPER THAT
EXPLAINS WHY THE AL/IENS
MOVIES PON'T APPEAR TO
HAVE BEEN RE-STAGED

JUST ABOUT
EVERYTHING
ELSE HAS

THIS 1S JUST... INSANELY
COMPLICATED AND
CONTRADICTORY.

I EXPECTED
MY OWN EXPERI-
ENCES TO OFFER
A KEY TO THESE
EVENTS, A

PERHAPS
THIS 1S AN
INDICATION

THAT WHATEVER
HAPPENED
TO You--

WHAT WAS
SAID TO ME
WAS REAL,
HARRY.
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Hi/ Remember us?

The Pioneer Ten We thought you
could use some
guidance.

Now, wait, don't
reply, we don't want
your new employers
to think you're, I
don't know, crazy,

do we?

Why don't
you tell the governor
about what the
government might
know?

We're taIKin%v
_about Serpo. We
think telling her about
that might bring
great revelations.

THERE ARE PERHAPS...A
FEW AREAS WHERE THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT MIGHT
KNOW SOME SOLID
FACTS ABOUT THESE
MATTERS.

IF YOU EVER GAIN
ACCESS TO HIGH
LEVEL SECURITTY
CLEARANCE...
WELL...

PROFESSOR?
ARE You
OKAY?
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"IT IS SAID...AND UNTIL...
THIS MOMENT...I NEVER
REALLY GAVE IT MUCH
CREDENCE...

"=--SERPO 1S
MEANT TO
ORBIT ZETA
RETICULI.

"ANALYSIS OF THE
MAP BETTY HILL
RECALLS MAKES
THAT THE HOME
STAR OF THOSE
WHO TOOK HER."

ZETA
RETICULIZ!
THAT'S WHERE
THEY FIND THE
ALIEN IN THE

RIDLEY COTT
MOVIE.

THERE'S
YOUR AL/IEN
REFERENCE,
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"THAT THE U.S. HAS AN
EXCHANGE PROGRAM WITH AN
EXTRASOLAR PLANET, THE
NAME OF |T BEING SERPO.
OR SOMETIMES SE/INU.

“TWELVE MILITARY
PERSONNEL LIVED
THERE BETWEEN
1965 AND 1978,
THEY SAY.

“AND YES, THIS IS
EXACTLY LIKE THE
ENDING OF CLOSE
ENCOUNTERS. AND
MORE THAN THAT--

THE STAR HAS ALSO BEEN
RECENTLY OBSERVED TO HAVE
AT LEAST A DEBRIS DISK, MAYBE
A PLANETARY SYSTEM, TO BE A
GREAT CANDIDATE
FOR LIFE --

PROFESSOR,
ARE YOU SURE
SOMEONE
ISN'T HAVING A
JOKE AT YOUR
EXPENSE?
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EVERY NOW AND
THEN YOU'VE JUST
GOT TO ADMIRE

THE COSMIC
TRICKSTER.

THE
UNIVERSE'S
SENSE OF
HUMOR.
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YEAH, THAT? IT'S KIND
OF FREAKING US
ouT.

BUT I'VE
GOT..50URCES
OF MY OWN, CAN
WE LEAVE IT AT
THAT?
AND
SOMETIMES... THAT
MEANS I COME TO ODD
CONCLUSIONS--

THE QUALITY OF
WHICH I CAN'T YET
ESTIMATE.

GOVERNOR, THIS
STUFF IS LIKE THE
BLIND MEETING THE
ELEPHANT--

OF THIS STUFF COMES

FROM SOURCES A
SERIOUS JOURNALIST OR
A LAWYER WOULDN'T

HA HA HA
HA HA!

PROFESSOR,
ARE YOU OKAY?

YOU SAID "UNTIL THIS
MOMENT"--2
VERY LITTLE

SCOFF AT.
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"--WE ONLY SEE
WHERE |IT TOUCHES
THE EDGES OF OUR

WORLD.

"AND THOSE
CONTACTS, IN
ISOLATION, MAKE
NO SENSE.

"MY FEELING |5, THAT
DESPITE WHAT MY..MY
SOURCES...S5AY--

"-=ONE SHOULDN'T
BUILD A HOUSE OF
CARDS ON ANY ONE
OF THEM.

"“THIS ISN'T ABOUT THE
NUTS AND BOLTS.

"IN A DECADE'S TIME,
BOY SCOUTS AREN'T
GOING TO BE GETTING
BADGES FOR SPOTTING
DIFFERENT MODELS OF
ALIEN SCOUT SHIP."
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LAS VEGAS. |

"THE PLACES YOU'LL
BE GOING ON YOUR
CAMPAIGN TOUR--

'=--AT ALMOST EVERY
ONE OF THEM WE'LL
BE ABLE TO FIND
SOME DATA POINT WE
CAN LOOK INTO--

"--BECAUSE THIS
MYTH CONTINUES TO
SUBTLY SHAPE EVERY
ASPECT OF WESTERN
CULTURE.
"MEDIA, HISTORY,
MEMORY, SCIENCE,
RELIGION, PERSONAL '==THEY'RE ALL DRAWN TO
RELATIONSHIPS-- THE GRAVITY OF THE UFO."
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'"WE'RE GOING TO BE
GOING ON A RIDE TO
THE CENTER OF THAT.

"TO THE SINGULARITY
AT THE HEART OF THE
MODERN WORLD.

MS,
ANNABEL

BATES? A PLV%AéE -
"ALLOW" US TO
"YOU WANT A ROUTE
: INTRODUCE
MAP?Z WE'RE THE ONES OURSELVES--

WHO ARE GOING TO

HAVE TO PRAW IT."

AND THIS
/1S MINDY.
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