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This PDF of Schlock Mercenary:  The Body Politic has been compiled for 
the convenience of people who are reading for 2009 Hugo nominations 
and voting.  The Body Politic was published electronically beginning 
in 2007 and wrapping up on February 28th of 2008. It is eligible for 
“Best Graphic Story,” a one-time Hugo category for Anticipation, the 
67th Annual World Science Fiction Convention, to be held August 6th 
through 10th  in Montreal.

This PDF is also a rough cut of the eventual print book, much like an 
ARC (Advanced Reader Copy) for a novel.  It contains the complete 
storyline and all footnotes, but lacks the marginalia or bonus strips that 
will appear in print. All those white spaces you see? That’s what they’re 
for.

Schlock Mercenary is an ongoing serial, an epic space opera being 
told four panels at a time. Rejected by newspaper syndicates almost 
nine years ago, it fashioned itself a permanent home on the web where 
niche-specific humor, hard science, high concepts, and long storylines 
work well. The Body Politic is the ninth volume in this serial, and the 
entire daily archives can be found at www.schlockmercenary.com.

Whether or not you are reading this for Hugo voting purposes, we 
hope you enjoy it. Laugh loud, laugh hard, laugh often.

Introduction:
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Dramatis Personae

Schlock:  A carbosilicate 
amorph with an appetite for 
violence, Ovalkwik, and small 
animals. Loves his job as a 
mercenary.

Tagon:  Captain of the 
mercenary company Tagon’s 
Toughs. Not the sharpest spoon 
in the deck, but sharp enough to 
cut.

Petey:  A former starship AI gone 
rogue. Rules the galactic core 
with a cabal of AIs called The 
Fleetmind

Elf:  One of the few female 
grunts. Rose through the ranks, 
eventually to Commander once 
everybody discovered how smart 
she really was. 

Kevyn:  “Munitions Commander” 
is not the same thing as “Mad 
Scientist,” but he’ll wear that title 
in a pinch. He and Elf are currently 
an item. 

Breya:  Former mercenary 
Admiral, now UNS Ambassador 
to the Fleetmind. Kevyn’s older 
sister.

Haban: Human body, AI brain, 
former Fleetmind member. 
Adjutant, confidant, and doting 
husband to Breya.  

Xinchub:  Former General 
in the UNS (United Nations of 
Sol.) Employed, exploited, and 
betrayed Tagon’s Toughs.  The 
tables turned abruptly, they 
caught him, and sold him into 
slavery on Yoming.

Jevee Ceeta:  Xinchub’s 
right-hand woman, and Judas 
in the betrayal of Tagon.  Sold 
into slavery along with Xinchub, 
but not before acquiring a 
stylish eye-patch.

TAG:  AI for Tagon’s warship 
Touch-And-Go. Tactically 
brilliant, deliberately creepy.

Ennesby:  Tagon’s Adjutant. 
Former Boy-Band AI, viral 
invader, and warship pilot. 
Loves puns, looks like a 
maraca.

Bunni:  Company Doctor for 
Tagon’s Toughs. Engaged to 
Theo.

Theo:  Company Chaplain 
for Tagon’s Toughs. So chaste 
it hurts.
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Note: The Strohl Munitions 
Plasma Cannon Safety 
Activity Book is included at 
the end of this file. 

The book is 22 pages long, 
and is quite silly. Aside from 
the simple, seditious, non-
canonical story, it includes 
a maze, a matching game, 
and a word-search suitable 
for grown-ups with twisted 
minds. 
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*Note: “Disease” ain’t the right word
but nanotechnology blurred
more than just definition:
it gave blurry vision
to the students of Louis Pasteur.
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Note: The advent of low-profile carbonan armored uniforms in the mid-29th century 
served to underscore the importance of fire discipline in organizations where those uniforms 
were standard issue. It became entirely too tempting to tap an officer on the shoulder from 
fifty yards away to get his attention. After all, shouting takes effort, ammo is cheap, and 
shooting your CO in the back never gets old.
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Note: Eight hundred and thirty years (and hundreds of mergers and aquisitions) after the 
“Dungeons & Dragons” property was aquired by Wizards of the Coast, Nectaris Nanotech 
acquired Crystal Coveyou, and the two companies ushered in the Third Age of Fantasy 
Role-Playing Games.

“Dungeons & Dragons” 16th Edition was made so simple and accessible that anybody 
could play it without source books, pencils or paper, character sheets, or even much 
imagination. All that was required was a set of dice.

They were, of course, very expensive dice. 
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Author’s Commentary: The illustration techniques in today’s comic serve to... umm... 
illustrate one of the challenges of portraying gravitic combat. Consider -- unifield 
shields protect against all kinds of weaponry by leveraging projected fields, including 
electromagnetic and gravitic.

These shields would have to be effective against weapons whose energy appears in the 
spectra of visible light. This in turn means that a shielded ship should not be visible, or should 
at the very least be highly distorted. While this would be quite easy to draw (“just scribble 
something here, son. I’ll blur it in Photoshop, and the comic will be done!”) it would not 
serve to tell the reader much about what is going on.

By the same token, the shadow cast by the Touch-And-Go on the Morkweng is three 
kinds of impossible. TAG’s shields should distort starlight preventing the penumbra, ‘Kweng’s 
tractor field should distort whatever starlight goes around TAG, and Kweng’s shields really 
shouldn’t be allowing light to fall on the battleplate. In short, there should be no shadow for 
us to see, even if we could see through the shields to the Morokweng.

I suppose someday when I’m in a hurry I’ll just drop a starfield into panels like this, black 
some bits out, slap some distortion filters on the whole mess, and then ramble about how 
uninteresting space combat is to look at. 
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Note: Obviously, Pi’s comic book collection includes a very late edition of Shortpacked!, 
as any complete comic book collection should.

The student of modern comics will be interested to know that in 2426 Damyu-Willis GmbH 
(perpetual rights-holders to the Shortpacked! franchise) acquired the last of the mothballed 
DC Comics properties in the settlement of a positively byzantine copyright and trademark 
case, and they were finally able to merge some of their more esoteric comic and video-
game properties. 
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Note: Emm’s parents were indeed Orthodox Las Veganists, First Church of The King, 
Thankyouverymuch.
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Thus ends Book 9, The Body Politic.
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Thanks for reading!

If you want more Schlock Mercenary, you can find it at 
www.schlockmercenary.com


