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Introduction:

This PDF of Schlock Mercenary: The Body Politic has been compiled for
the convenience of people who are reading for 2009 Hugo nominations
and voting. The Body Politic was published electronically beginning
in 2007 and wrapping up on February 28th of 2008. It is eligible for
“Best Graphic Story,” a one-tfime Hugo category for Anticipation, the
67th Annual World Science Fiction Convention, to be held August 6th
through 10th in Montreal.

This PDF is also a rough cut of the eventual print book, much like an
ARC (Advanced Reader Copy) for a novel. It contains the complete
storyline and all footnotes, but lacks the marginalia or bonus strips that
}Ni” appear in print. All those white spaces you see?¢ That's what they're

or.

Schlock Mercenary is an ongoing serial, an epic space opera being
told four panels at a time. Rejected by newspaper syndicates almost
nine years ago, it fashioned itself a permanent home on the web where
niche-specific humor, hard science, high concepts, and long storylines
work well. The Body Politic is the ninth volume in this serial, and the
entire daily archives can be found at www.schlockmercenary.com.

Whether or not you are reading this for Hugo voting purposes, we
hope you enjoy it. Laugh loud, laugh hard, laugh often.
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Dramatis Personae

Schlock: A carbosilicate
amorph with an_appetite for
violence, Ovalkwik, and small
animals.  Loves his job as a
mercenary.

Tagon: Captain  of the
mercenary company Tagon's
Toughs. Not the sharpest spoon
I .in ’rThe deck, but sharp enough to
cu

slavery on Yoming.

Petey: A former starship Al gone
rogue.” Rules the galactic core
- with a cabal of Als called The
Fleetmind

stylish eye-patch.

brilliant, deliberately creepy.

Elf: One of the few female
grun‘rs Rose hrough the ranks,
event ucdy to Commander once
everybody discovered how smart
she reolywos

TAG: Al for Tagon’s warshi
Touch-And-Go. Tactica

Xinchub: Former General
in the UNS (United Natfions of
Sol.) Employed, exploited, and
betrayed Togons oughs. The
tables turned abrupfly, they
caught him, and sold him info

Jevee Ceeta: Xinchub's

4 right-hand woman, and Judas
in ’rhe befrayal of Tagon. Sold
m’ros avery along with Xinchub,
but not before acquiring a

iy

Ennesbg Togon S Adju’ron’r
o)

Former

__ Kevyn: “"Munitions Commander” maraca.
is not” the same thing as “Mad
Scientist,” but he’ll wear that title
in a pinch. He and EIf are currently
an item.

Togon s Toughs. Engaged

Breya: Former mercenary
Admiral, now UNS Ambassador
TOT the Fleetmind. Kevyn's older
sister.

it hurts.

Haban: Human_ body, Al brain,
former Fleetmind member.
Adjutant, confidant, and doting
husband to Breya.
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y-Band [, viral
invader, and Worshlp pilot.
Loves puns, looks like a

Bunni: Company Doctor for

fo

Theo: Company Chaplain
for Tagon's Toughs. So chaste




THE BODY POLITIC PART I: KING FOR A DAY

| voMING . A BLUE-GREEN 6EM OF A WORLD WITH || .
| cIVIL STRIFE 50 DEEP-SEATED THEY SOUSHT TO M | 4 AT Human aLzen onee known A5 UN S
Bl CAD IT 8Y INSTALLING AN ALTEN AS THEIR KING. N || senverar LevavsHn smaTsUT HUsO" XTNEHUS.

CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOURE CORONATION,
KING KINCHUE. THIS

DAY YOU HAVE

RETURNED PEACE AND

FROSPERITY

TO YOMING,

——1

OH, PUT YOUR FIST
IN IT, APNON. THE

= &\ RevOLuTION ISN'T
,- P o) OVER YET.

-

: ﬁ‘) *“,« Fy

i

&

P

ulullll]-ﬁ. ' ; -4

J WE HAVE OUR CAKE, BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN
WHETHER WE'LL SURWIVE LONG ENOUGH TO EAT IT.

He ended the civil war you dumped
him in the middle of. His coronation
was huo hours ago.

THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-
AND-&0, WHOSE CAPTAIN SOLD
KINEHUEB INTO SLAVERY.

S Now I need you
to extract him saFaly
\ beFore somebady kills him,

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT? OF COURSE T REALLY
WANTED HIM DEAD. EUT | ALSO
WANTED TO GET PAID.

THEY'VE HAD, WHAT, A YEARTO
KILL HIM? [ KIND OF HOPED THEY'D
TAKE CARE OF THAT A DAY OR TWO
AFTER [ SOLD HIM. —

Uou wanked o have your
cake and eal it, oo

J| Captain, iF you had really

M wanted General Xinchub

= dead, you would have

killed him instead of
- Selling him.

WELL, YEAH. BECALISE
THAT'S WHAT CAKE 1S FOR.
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Hey, EIF. | need a new
plasma cannon,

| didn't break
my new one.

Arnd | didn'e 15 COMFORTABLE WITH
break m:s ol YOU PUAL-WIELPING i
one. Kevuyn did. | THAT KIND OF HOT o

SO WHY DO YOU MEER
ANOTHER OMNEZ NOBOLCY

PEATH.

CAN TELL T SHOULDN'T HAVE SAIQ
"DUAL WIELPING.”

All | wanted was a
spare, bl now Chak
you mention if...

SERGEANT, WHEN YOU FIRE YOUR
PLASGUN IN ONE DIRECTION THE
OMLY SAFE PLACE FOR FRIEMDLIES

15 BEHING YOUu.

GIVING THE WORD

SHFE' A REAL WORKOUT.

IF 1 GIVE YOU TWO PLASGLING, AND
YOU FIRE IN MULTIPLE DIRECTIONS,
THE OMLY SAFE PLACE FOR THE

REST OF WS WOULD BE
INSIPE YOU.

-

AND THAT'S

I'M STILL GONMA
HAVE TO SAY NO.

Fine. | den't have o
carry them bobh ab the
same Eime. Bub I've

A SPARE WILL BE OKAY.
YOU WANT IT JUST LIKE
. YOUR MEW OMEZ

WELL, PETEY TALKED TAGON INTO THE
JOE. WE HAVE TO GO RESCLUE XINCHUE,
AHD YES, | ASKED, WE'RE HOT
ALLOWED TO KILL HIM EVEN
A LITTLE EIT.

Ckay, wait... I'm i

ini
a 'make . o

it lock like an

I DON'T KNOW WHAT PETEY 15 PLAYING AT, '|
HAVING US RESCUE KINCHUE. THE GUY 15
DANGEROUS AND EVIL, AND THE ONLY  {
REASON HE HASH'T EEEN ASSASSINATED

YET 15 EECAUSE THE VOLUNTEER
@UELE 15 50 LONG.

THE Bony PouTic

Mayke Iﬁ‘etau
Pvﬁ%ﬁ rahar!a
or e,
and wanb%e gg
skress-test it.

IF THAT'S WHAT PETEY'S POING,
THEN SOMEDRAY WE'D HAVE TO
FORGIVE XINCHUE FOR ALL THOSE
TIMES HE TRIEC TO KILL LS.

¥

BT

B

THAHK. ¥OU, SERGEANT,
FOR DEEAMING UP A
BETTER WORST-CASE
SCENARIO THAN I COULD.
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DO YOU REMEMEER WHAT

I PON'T LIKE XINCHUE ANY

YEAH. PEONTO'S DEAD, 1
GOT KILLED THREE TIMES,
AND THE FAMILY JEWELS
GOT PAWNED.

SUIT WHINING ABOUT
THAT LAST MISSION.
LIGHTNING MEVER

LIGHTHING FOLLOWS THE SAME IONIZATION
PATH MULTIPLE TIMES PER SECOND, AND
PROMIMENT TARGETS OM THOUSANDS OF
WORLDS GET STEUCK EY LIGHTHING

HUNDREDS OF TIMES PER SEASON,
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MILORD, THE DEPUTY
THE PRANDIAL PALACE, YoMING || ELEPHANT OF THE UNITED
HATIONS OF 50L WISHES
| TO EXTEHD HIS CONGEATULATIONS

TO YOU ON YOUR CORONATION.

T'LL TAKE IT IM
HERE, APNOM.
LEAVE LIS,

JEVEE, HAVE YOU MADE ANY PROGRESS - SIX BUGS, THREE WITH FULL VISLAL.. WAVE
IN SECURING THIS ROOMZ : TO THE CAMERAS, MY PUPPET KING. |

‘ !
F’

NICE. ARE YOU TRYINS TO l )
GET WS BOTH ASSASSINATED? : OF COURSE NOT.
3

I'? MUCH PREFER
IT IF THEY OMLY
KILLED YOU.

Hevyn and EIF aren't
too happy about this
Xinchub mission.

Actually, it makes Fiva.
Schlock and I aren't
too happy either.

YEAH, WELL MY YOTE
COUNTS FOR AT LEAST SIX,
y AND 1 SAY WE'RE DOING
L 1T ANYWAY.

Uou're going to need a lob more
than your six voles to swing
this, Caphain,

OOPS, 1 JUST

REMEMEERED THIS
ISN'T A DEMOCRACY.

THAT MAKES

r "

7
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SOCIALIZE? ISN'T THAT Wrang context, sir. I'm THIS SOCIALISM OF YOURS SOUNDS
WHERE *DONOT | talking about discussing | LKE DEMOCRACY. | HATE IT TWICE.

RESUSCITATE™-OHNLY
HEALTH PLANS come | Tha mission inFormally with
7

officers and kroops, and
comvincing them rather
than ordering tham.

I'm nob suggesting we vola, sir. I
think you need lo socialize this
mission rather than blithaly
ordering it inho
effect. |

All conversation is psychological )

A, e VER AGAIN GOING TO
ENJOY A OUIET EVENING
WITH FRIENDS, AM 17

Don't think ofF it as Uoy would move through the ranks
democracy, sir. Think of if discussing the mission, resolving
4. recruffing the anemy concerns, and getting officers and
ta Fight For your side. troops behind it so that when you
do issue orders they are obayed.

Sir, I think
you'll enjoy
it rmore.

AND IF ALL CONVERSATION 15
PEYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE, THEN
YOU'RE MAKING WAR WITH ME
EISHT NOW.

YOU DON'T LIKE THIS MISSION,
EUT YOU'RE SUGGESTING THAT
| SHOULD SOCIALIZE 1T TO

EUILD SUPPORT, RATHER THAN
JUST ORDERING THE TROOPS

Yutsoenan ) [Toie s T e
VY ENEMY, OR MY blood Flowing to your
ADJUTANT?

THAT'S WHAT
EXERCISE 15 FOR,

TAG, YOU'RE THE TACTICIAN | CAN, SIR. YOU MIGHT OH, YEAH. THE
HERE... CAN YOU HELP WITH RECALL THAT I'VE BEEN SCARY VOICE...
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE? | 'y PRACTICING IT ON THE

1 THIME | HEED YOU TO DROP

PS5 S
TFJU SINW THAT BIT FOR A WHILE.
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ENNESEY SUGGESTED THAT I

Upur best hope For quick
SOCIALIZE THIS UNPOPULAR M vickory ligs in quick achion..

MISSION PLAN EEFORE
ORDERING IT INTO EFFECT.
IF THIS 15 PSYCHOLOGICAL

The First exposure officers
and troops have must be

OKAY, HEVER MIND.

Based on sampled
as k- I'LL JUSTLIE TO

conversations ship-wide,
you will need lo speak
al roughly Y50 words

Uou were going to
need to do Hat

WARFARE, WHAT ARE THE

per minuta, and start
talking to people huwo
hours ago.

spun positively, or at
least noutrally.

TANTOR, IT'S S0 SO00 TO HEAR
FROM YOU ASAINI IT'S BEEN
QUITE A LONG TIME SINCE
LAST WE SPOKE.

HELLO, HUEO,

CONGRATULATIONS ON

THIS FASCINATING MNEW
JOB OF

NOT 5O LONG, HOWEVER,
THAT YOU CAM HAVE
FORGOTTEN THAT MY
MANME IS TANTARA.

y "SEMERAL XIMCHUE®

TO THE UMS

AH, 1 THOWSHT THERE MIGHT BE
MORE TO THIS CALL THAN POLITE
POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY.

SURELY YOU REALIZE,
DEPUTY, THAT OME MEED
NOT BE AS AURALLY ENDPOWED
AS YOURSELF TO PARTICIPATE IN
COMMUNIGUES ON THIS CHAMMELZ

AND IF THERE ARE LISTEMING EARS,

HUGO, YOU LIKELY IMSULT THEIR
INTELLIGEMCE BY TRYING TO
COPE THAT LITTLE DATUM
WITHIN AN INSULT TO ME.

THE LLM.S. HAS VERY STRICT Laws
REGARDPING OFFICERS DPESERTING
THEIR POSTS AND

PLAYING AT HERE,
KING XINCHUEZ
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IN THE HOLE, THEM.

ELEPHANT TAMTARA. THIS
ROLMND, HOWEVER, I'VE BEEN
FORCED TO BET LARGE WITH
A RATHER AWKWARD HAMD.

YOU'D BETTER HAVE AN ACE

YOU KNOW WE, TANTOR I'M
THE BIGGEST ACE-HOLE IN
THE &AME.

y
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YOU'RE A GOOD-NATURED GUY, NO TRIAL. T WANNA RIP | OHHH-KAY THEN, | PROBABLY NEED
ABOARD THE MERCENARY HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF | TOLD || THAT FAT MONSTER INTO A | TO FIND A DIFFERENT LIE.
WARSHIP TOUCH AND 60 JOU WE'RE GOING TO EXTRACT DOZEN PIECES AN' FEED |
GENERAL XINCHUE $O THAT PETEY ‘£ TO SOMETHIN' THAT GLAD TO HELP, SIR,
CORPORAL HICHOLSON, CAN PUT HIM ON TRIAL? CHEWS FOR A LONS TIME.
HOW ARE YOU TODAY?

HEY, LEGS. WHAT WOULD YOU SAYTO A | [HE'S TOO FAT FOR A BUT FIRST, WE SCOOP OUT THE BRAINS )
MISSION WHERE WE RECAPTURE XINCHUE | | crvorkIT. T say we @p Ji HMMM.. L aup FILL HIS HEAD WITH
AND FREEZE HIM FOR FLESH-SLAVERS? OFF HIS HEAD AND RHOMPA-DUNG THAT'S A LITTLE LESS WORKY.

N

PETEY, I'VE CHANGED MY MIND. '—— WE'VE DONE ILLEGAL, IMMORAL, | fire you holding out
I'M GOING TO HAVE TO TURN UNCONSCIONABLE, AND EVEN | ' Far more maney?

THIS MISSION DOWHN. 1 UNPROFITAELE THINGS FOR
MOHNEY, EUT THERE ARE \I’

@QUIT PULLING THAT

STRING. YOU'RE GIVING
ME A MIGRAINE.

HE OFFERED TWENTY.
I STILL SAID NO.

1 TURKED PETEY DOWHN, AND
DECIDED NOT TO TAKE THE BAIT
WHEN HE OFFERED ME MORE

He'll probably pay you
ten times the original
offer i you play
hard o get.

1 FOUND A NEW TACTIC,
HESEY.

I'll call the |
dockar.
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THE BODY POLITIC PART I:

KING FOR A DAY

ENHESEY TOLD \ SURE, 1 TURNED DOWN RICHES
ME YOU MIGHT FINE. | UNTOLD, BUT IT"5 A MORAL ISSUE.
BE SICK. THIS COMPANY HATES XINCHUE
ENOUGH THAT I JUST CAN'T FEEL
G000 AEQUT HELPING HIM. HOT
FOR ANY AMOUNT OF MONEY,

DID YOu SAY
“MORAL ISSUER"

ENHESEY,
THAN T THOUGHT.

IT'S WORSE I'll call the

Reverend.

CAPTAIN, THE DOCTOR TELLS
ME YOU MAY HAVE COME DOWN
WITH A CASE OF MORALITY,

WELL... PETEY WANTED TO HIRE U5
TO RESCUE XINCHUE, HE OFFERED
ME AN AWFUL LOT OF MONEY, BUT
1 REALIZED WE'D ALL RATHER JUST
KILL THE FAT MAH, OR MAYEE
CLONE HIM, AND KILL HIM TWICE.

1 CAN'T EELIEVE |
LET PETEY TALK ME INTO
IT AT FIRST. I'LL SEE KINCHUE

ROT OM A PIKE BEFORE |
ACCERT MONEY TO HELP HIM.

50.. YOU'RE
MOTIVATED EY
HATRED HERE.

THE Bony PouTic

YEAH. THAT
SOUNDS

FALSE ALARM, EVERYEQDY.

—
IF ANYONE NEEDS ME, I'LL

BE PRAYING FOR OUR
IMMOETAL SOULS
IM MY CABIN.
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BUSYZ MEZ T'M THE PRANCIAL RIGHT NOW I'M TAKING TIME
KING OF YOMING, PICTATOR OUT TO USE THIS TOJLET.
FOR LIFE. I CAN TAKE TIME
OUT WHENEVER I WANT TO.

OF course you are. That's tuhu This room is Far easier
I'm hera. - For me to remotely J
secure than your
throne room is.

Or rather, your OTHER
throne room.

A PUN. HOW MICE.
YOU REMINDG ME OF A
CERTAIN MARACA-SHAPELD
ROBOT 1 OWNCE TRIED TO KILL.

I WOMDER SOMETIMES HOW
HE'S DOING. HIM AND THE
REST OF THAT COMPANY OF
MISFITS HE PILOTS FOR.

Which reminds me... I was
going fo employ Tagon and
company o extract you, but
they declined. Apparentiy

they'd rather see you dead.

2

Ennesby doesn't pilat
anymore since losing

= v Tagon's ship in the Core like you're
g ! War, but Tagon made him an thinking maybe the i,
adjutant and sensibly listens plumbing in here needs —
e to him From time fo Hima. to accommodate Flushed bricks.

CAPTAIN, FEZ BEJO IS
CALLING ABOUT movie | | (_OH. GO0D. MONEN J
RIGHTS HE'S CALLING
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SCHLOCK, FEZ BEJO
HERE! HOW'S IT GOING2

CUT TO THE
KIpGo.

GREAT, GHEAT. LEMME
DPeAL,

THE BODY POLITIC PART I: KING FOR A DAY

STROHL MUNITIONS LOVED THE

PRODUCT PLACEMENT FIRST
- : SEASON, AND MADE
- A REGUEST.

THERE HAVE BEEN SOWE

COMCERNS ABOUT THEIR
PROCUCT BEING LISED IN
A SHOW TARGETING
CHILOREN.,

SEE, IT'S LIKE THIS.. THEY
DON'T WANT TO BE SEEM
MAKING PLASMA CANMONS

LOOK LIKE TOVYS.

BUT THEY ALSO KNOW THAT
THE CHILDREN OF TOPAY ARE
THE DISCERNING CONSUMERS
OF MILITARY-GRADE WEAPONS

TECHNOLOGY OF TOMORROW.

I'm net usin
cannon o

the plasma
arge

G000, G000, NOW
LEAVE THE FLNNY TO
OUR WRITERS, SPORT.

THEY WANT TO USE YOUR LIKEMESS IN
A PUBLIC-SERVMICE STYLE “PLASMA
CANMOMN SAFETY* COLORING BOOK.

SEE, THE TEXT OF THE
BOOK SAYS "THESE THINGS
ARE TOO PANGEROUS FOR
KIDS, SO PON'T PLAY WITH 'EM”

BUT THE COMNTEXT ANC

SUBTEXT WILL SAY “KIQ, AS
SOON AS YOU HAVE THE
MOMEY, YOU MEED TO
BUY OME OF THESE
FOR YOURSELF."

NICE MILITARY
LINGO! LEMME
RN THAT ONE
PAST THE
WRITING

I like what ceolor |
alreacly am.

SNl CERWNWHRBEAMARY

STROHL 15 WILLING TO OFFER ‘I’OH -Z 1
SOME FREE MERCHANDISE, s




THE BODY POLITIC PART I: KING FOR A DAY

THANKS FOR AGREEING TO — MY ILLUSTRATORS TELL ME THAT ) [T
THIS, SERGEANT. I'LL SET THE sl oF.. quick YOU'RE PRETTY EASY TO DRAW. [
ART TEAM STARTED ON THE

BOOK, AND WE'LL SEND YOU
A COPY AS SOON AS IT'S

;"'-’*\l‘ir

Note: The Strohl Munitions
Plasma  Cannon  Safety
Activity Book is included aft
the end of this file.

The book is 22 pages long,
and is quite silly. Aside from
the simple, seditioys, non-
canonical story, it includes
a maze, a mafching game,
and a word-search suitable
for grown-ups with twisted
minds.

14 SCHLOCK MEERCENARY



PETEY SENT LS A

: IT'S A MEW SHOWERHEAD, ANC IT I5
THE PRANDIAL PALACE, YOMING.. PACKASE.

VERY SOOTHING. 5O SOOTHING, IN
FACT, THAT I THINK YOU AND 1 4
SHOULD TRY IT OUT TOSETHER.

REMEMBER BACK IN OUR
CELLS, WHEN I SAIC* *NOT IF
YOU WERE THE OMLY HUMAM
BEING ON THE PLAMETZ"

I'M NOT SUSGESTING MFS I'm
Wﬁ&ESﬂMﬁ AN ALTERMATE F
OF INTERCOURSE.

AND T'# SUGGESTIMG THAT
EVEN THOWGH YO ARE
THE OMLY HUMAN BEING
ON THE PLAMET, T AWM NOT
SHOWERING WITH YOU,

WHAT'S THE MATTER? ARE || OR ARE YOU LNDER THE GROSS
YOU SURPRISEDL THAT 1 SELF-DELLSION THAT 1 FIND
AM BOOSTED PAST YOUR YOUR UNMATURAL BLUEMNESS 50
OWN ILLEGAL THRESHOLDZ| | IRRESISTIBLE THAT I WOULD TRY
TO FORCE MYSELF -
ON YOUZ

YOU LOATHSOME, REPULSIVE, | T PARE BECALISE THE NEW SHOWERHEAD
FAT MONSTER. HOW PARE | ENSURES THAT NOBODY CAN HEAR LS
YOU TREAT ME THIS waY! | DURING CONVERSATIONAL

INTERCOURSE HERE M

MNOW... YOU may
SPEAK FREELY.

THE Bony PouTic
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HEY, ARE YOU
FEELING OKAY

SIR, L. ARE YOU LIPSET
AT S-D.I'I'IETHPNEI 5IRZ ?
I'M FINE.

CAPTAIN, THE
SERGEANT SAI

FOR YOU, PERHAPS. SCHLOCK, | SEET HERE ON THIS
WAS A LITTLE TRAUMATIZED. | PAGE THERE'S A
IT MIGHT EE BETTER IF YOU 4 HICE “"CONNECT
GOT YOUR THERAPY FEOM THE DOTS"

FEE, PUZZLE.

HOLD STILL. I'M TRYING TO
WEITE MY HAME.

1 JUST PUSHED 200 ROUNDS I'M HOT SURE YOU
DOWH RANGE INTO A COMPLETED THIS
NG . “COMMECT THE DOTS"
PROPERLY.

THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE ' I THIHKE IT LOOK.S BETTER AS
I-ESE\I'EREDHEADQF

A PICTURE OF A STECHL
CANHOHN,
' 1H'ITI-I .i. FEW
EITRA

MUNITIONS PLASMA

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY
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1 DON'T GET IT. IT FEELS IT'S LIKE THE TIME THE | 1DON'T KHOW WHY FETEY I'VE DOWE THAT BEFORE. IT YOU'RE HOT
LIKE [ SOLD RINCHUE INTO | LLN.5. WAS ALL SET TO THINK.S THE MAN HEED S HURTS, BUT IT'S ACTUALLY HOT HELPING.
SLAVERY JUST JESTERDAY, CRUCIFY HIM, AND HE | RESCUING, HE COULD TURN | | THAT DIFFICULT.

AHD TODAY HE'S KING OF A TURNED THINGS 50
WHOLE PLANET. THAT THEY GAWE
HIM A MEDAL

.. HI5 OWH DEATH INTO A
1 TACTICAL ADVANTAGE, S

AND CEETA... ] ALMOST FORGOT | | YOU'RE FOCUSING ON THE
ABOUT HEE. SHE USED US, AND HEGATIVE CAPTAIN, TRY ME, AND THEN I KNOCKED HER
S0LD US QUT, AND SMILED AS TO THIRK ABOUT THE o ACROSS THE ROOM
QOUR DEATH SENTENCE WAS . \ AHD BROKE
PASSED. | HER JAW?

YOU MEAN WHEH SHE KISSED AND THEH | S0LD HER INTO SLAVERY WITH
KINCHUE, AND THEN HE BEECAME KING AND

MADE HER A PRINCESS?

15 THAT CURSING QOVER AND
ONVER? EECALISE YEAH, 1 AM,

THE Bony PouTic
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THE PRANDIAL PALACE, YOMING. LEVAUSHN MA TSUT XINCHUEB
THE PRAMNDIAL IS SETTING HIS FIRST MIGHTS SLEEP AS KING..

[ 1F YOU'VE COWE TO KILL ME
IN MY SLEEP, YOU'VE FAILED.
I'h' ALREADY AWAKE.

YOU MISSED F WO, WAIT.. T TAKE
ASAIN! i THAT BAck _

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY




ELF, KEVYN... THE COMPANY l,__'__d WE CAN GO RECEUITING, OR WE | 1 PREFER NOT TO SPEND A
HEEDS A NEW DEMOLITIONS CAN TEY TO TRAIN SOMECHNE UP | LOT OF MONEY ON
, FROM WITHIN THE RANE.S, ﬁ?ﬁb? ELOWING
M UP.

1 POSTED THE QPFENING FOR
DEMOLITIONS TRAINING, AND
PROMISED A PAY RAISE TO
WHOEVER QUALIFIES AND
GETS THE POSITION,

WE'VE ALREADY HAD FIFTY-HINE
DIFFERENT APPLICATIONS POSTED,
AND EVERY ONE OF THE APPLICANTS
APPEARS TO BE HUGELY
OVERQUALIFIED THANES TO
FICTIONAL EXPLOITS.

AT LEAST YOU GOT LOTS OF

TROOPS INTERESTED IN ]
LEARNING TO ELOW
THINGS UP.

WELL... FIFTY-EIGHT OF THOSE
APPLICATIONS WERE FEOM CORPORAL
= PIBALD. THE OTHER ONE WAS FEOM
A *600 EMPEROR PI
THE FIRST.”

AAAND IT'S TIME TO ADJUST
HIS MEDICATION AGAIN, | SEE.

Commander.. ward is There is also a rumor going Right now the only YOU'VE GOTTEN PRETTY GOOD
getting around that you || around that the position is person crazy enough || AT THE EAVESDROPPING THING.
are looking For & new cursed. Hob blew himselF up, ba take the job is i =
demaolitions chiaf. and Pronto died naked. probably too crazy fo
be trusted with it
IF you khow what to
jack into, these walls
~ ey L\ ronlly do have ears,

CORPORAL SHORE THAHE YOU | | SIR; THERE 15 MO SUCH THING AS il | WILL YOU RELAX A BIT IF | ORDER
PIBALD, REPORTING | | CORPORAL. | | EASE, SIR THERE IS ONLY TERROR ._E You TO BE OVERCONFIDENT?
AS ORDERED, SIRS ?ﬁe OVERCOMNFIPENCE. - i

I'M ALREACY
OVERCONFIDENT,
SIR. IT TERRIFIES ME.

B
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I'M HOT TALKING ABQUT THE “GO0OD"
KIND OF CRAZY, I'M TALKING AEQUT
THE “LOCE YOU UP FOR YOUR OWN

CORPORAL, IF YOU DON'T MIND ME
SAYING 50, YOU SOUND LIKE
A CRAZY PERSON.

I PON'T FUNCTION IN SOCIETY,
SIR I'M A MERCENARY. 1 BLOW

G0O0D" KIND OF CRAZY.

YOU SUEMITTED
FIFTY-HINE DISTUREBING JOE
APPLICATIONS, YOU TALK LIKE A

PARANOID SCHIZOPHRENIC, AND |
CAN'T HELF BUT WONDER WHETHER
YOU'RE AELE TO FUNCTIOH IN SOCIETY,

CAPTAIN, | INTERYIEWED SHODAN PRAISES PI'S
CORPORAL PIEALD, AND HE

SCARES ME TO DEATH.

HE'S LITERATE, ARTICULATE, AND
INTELLIGENT, YET PUSHING THE
ENVELOPE ON “FUNCTIONAL" 1
CAN'T TELL WHETHER HE 15
ERAIN-DAMAGED, OR JUST
AN EXCELLENT ACTOR.

COURAGE,

LEADERSHIP EUT I'LL BE A
MOHKEY'S UNCLE EEFORE
I'LL TRUST HIM WITH A
ERICK OF EQOOMEX.

YOUR SISTER HAS A NUMBER OF
GORILLAS ON HER STAFF. THERE'S
ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY./T0a T ANY ILLEGITIMATE
NEPHEWS WOULD STILL BE

APES, HOT MONKEYS.
1 CHECKED.
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ABOARD THE MERCENARY

WARSHIP TOUCH AND &0

bood marning, sir.

Ho sir, I'm not. I'm just
pretending to be. I know
how much morning cheer
annoys liFe-Forms that

require sloep.

I5 THAT HOW YOUR JOE GOESY I'VE NEVER
BEEN CLEAR OH WHAT "ADJUT® MEANS, 50
“ADJUTANT" 15 A COMPLETE MYSTERY.

IFs From

ancignt Earth languages.
“Ad” means “towards” and
“jul* means "skick out”

Idiomatically, it means
your adjutant is the
person who skicks it
fo you.

(RIGHT. STICK ME
ASKED FOR LAST N

THE HEWS EXTRACTS |

that | GalMedia reports that Hehlmer's
pirate ring was broken up by
special Forces From House

Ealll. Nobody mentioned us.

UNS mid-term
electioneering is
in Full mud-sling.

Two sex scandals, Four
gerrymanders, and more
pork than you can eat in
a hundred human liFelimes.

WITH
IGHT.

WHAT ABOUT YOMING? RINCHUE

WAS CROWNED YESTERDAY
MORNING, WHAT'S HE UP TO

TODM'?

You're obsessing
ovar him, sir.

JUST TELL ME WHAT'S
HAPPENING ON YOMING,
ENHESEY. DON'T MAKE
ME GO READ THE HEWS
FOR MYSELF.

heas no more delails.

Fine. GalMedia reports that
Xinchub was assassinated
in his chambers late last
night. UBS conlirms, but

I told you, this
isn't hnull'hu

u're going o
pull something.

HEYA, WICK.

HEY, ELF.
COMPANPER.

ERR...

THE Bony PouTic

YEAH. 1 KMEW YOU
WHEN YOU WERE
OMLY THIS BIS.

THAT WAS LESS THAMN TWELVE
MOMTHS AGO.

KIS SROW WP SO FAST
THESE DAYS, WITH ALL
THAT SURGERY AND
STUFF.




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

WICK.. HOW COME ALl I KHNOW HOW | | THAT'S MORE THAN P ARE YOU KIPDING | HE CAN'T BE. IT'S MOTILE. HE HAVE A
YOU DIDN'T APPLY TO PO 18 STICK | | KNOWS HOW TO DO, MEZ PI'S BEEN | WOULD HAVE TO HAVE

TO BE THE MEW PETOMATORS IN | |— MHANMOASSEMBLERS

DEMO CHIEFZ LITTLE BRICKS OF IN HIS CABIN.

BOOMEX.

LOOSE [N MY CAEIN

KEWN, 1 WHY7 NORWEST | [NOT THESE. CORPORAL TOWWICK | [ THEY'RE NOT ANTS. AND | DEFINITELY AND THAT'S NOT
BROUGHT )| WILL JUSTKILL | | SHOWED ME CORPORAL PI'S 1F YOu LOOK DON'T WANT HOMEMADE
Us SOME anD EAT THEM, | | conTragano “anT Farm: J | | cLoseLy vourL see ) | | NanoTECH runkinG

—1 | THAT THESE ARE
ANTS? I DON'T WANT | | HOME-GROWN

ANTS IN QUR CAEIN! | | MACRO, MICRD, AND
HANOASSEMBLERS,

I

HICE? IT'S THE BE5T
KIND OF PARTN

EMPHASIS ON THE
“FUN," | SEE.

IT'S A FLINERAL!
Woo Hoor

FAE SOME CAKE AND CHAMPAGHE! IS IT A NICE PARTYZ
WE'RE GOING TO A PARTM YOU'RE WAY TOO HAPPY.

'..-|""

CAPTAIN, T PON'T CARE SOMEEODY ASSASSINATED KING o T'LL FAB SOME PARTY HATS, AND |
HOW MUCH YOU HATE KINCHUE LAST NIGHT. T MAYBE SOME OF THOSE
SOMEBOCY... IT'S JUST -

= NOISEMAKER THINGIES, AND ICE CREAM
WRONS TO BRING CAKE : -a TO GO WITH THE
AND CHANPASNE TO ‘I‘( [

THEIR FLIMERAL.

CAKE.
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WAIT... IF KINCHUE"S
DEAD, WHAT'S GOING
ON WITH CEETA?

e

ABCARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0
WORD SPREADS QUIFCKLY.

L\~ 1 DON'T KHOW, THE HEWS SAID SHE HIDING WHEREZ SHE'S

| | WASN'T AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT, SHE | HUMAM.. MOSTLY, ANYWAY.
J _ MAY BE IN HIDING. THE YOMINGANS HAVE
ARMS OM ;ﬁ;}_ OF THEIR

HAPPY-DANCING...

£

w MUSIC AROUND
HERE SOMEWHERE..

"BLACKIE" SAIDR YOU
COULP HOOK ME up
WITH A PROSTHETIC?

WANTS A
TOUPEE/

ITISN'TLONG BEFORE THE
MEWS 6ETS DISTORTED..

DOCTOR BUNNIGUS |
I DANCING WITH
ELF AND 'CHELLE!

B P



THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

| [Hev, evervBoDY! 1 wHIPPED 1T COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE, | 1 THINE, | HAVE
A SPONTANEOUS ceLEBRATION I5 REALLY ONLY || | ue some pagTY FooD! COULD HAVE CHOSEN THAT PIE CRUST IN
ONE SHORT HOP AWAY FROM BEING A RIOT. COME SET PIE! MOMENT TO ISSUE NEW MY SPLEEM...

1 APPRECIATE YOUR SHE KEPT MOWING LINDER HEAWY

ENTHUSIASM FOR MY FIRE, REVEREND. WE HAVE NOTHING
FIANCEE'S PERFORMANCE,
BUT SHE IS MY FIANCEE.

PID YOU SEE THATZ THE DOC| | AN' SHE KEPT PANCING.
WAS JUST COVERED WITH FLINGIN® BITS O CREAM OFF
CREAK FIE. HER HIPS, AM HER

4\

LIMM... | MEAN, TES, YOU
MADE IT VERY HARD.

HO... WAIT...

15 THERE A
RIGHT ANSWER
TO THIS ONE?

I THINE. YOUR CREAM-FIE DANCE LEFT A WHAT? ERE...
LASTING IMPRESSION WITH SOME OF p HO, HOT AT m
THE GRUNTS. 1 KNOW IT LEFT ALL. I'M FINE.

_ OHE WITH ME.

[P OH, HONEY, I'M
SORRY, AM 1 MAKING IT
DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO
KEEP THAT CHASTITY VOW?

QOFFER TO PROVIDE CREAM
FIE FOR THE WEDDING NIGHT
AND WE'LL CALL IT GOOD.

REVEREND, THOSE ARE MY | | WHY DID WE HMMM... TOU | VANQUISHING EVIL IS CAUSE | WHOA. THAT WAS DEEP, | NEED
I HAVE A FAVORITES, | | CELEBRATE THE || KNOW, YOU'RE FOR CELEERATION, BUT WRITE THAT DOWN. WHEN You
DELICATE CORPORAL | | BEATH OF RIGHT. TAKING PLEASURE IN THE FINISH WRITING
GUESTICN, VOG. | | GENERAL DEATH OF AN INIQUITOUS CAN You TRY TO
i Se riee To norenree e | W] | AqaaLy msuer
r THAN THAT WHICH HAS EEEN b THE QUEsTION?

YANQUISHED,
'—1.‘

2
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WAIT... MAYEE |
MISUNDERSTOOD. I
THOUGHT YOU WERE
CHASTISING US FOR
CELEERATING
DEATH.

o

| WASN'T CHASTISING
YO, | AM TRYING TO
UNDERSTAND YOUR
PERSPECTIVE. HUMAN
LIVES ARE SO
INCREDIBLY SHORT.

L]

1 EHNEW YOU WERE OLD... I'D
FD‘RGOTTEIMEKALTI.? HOW

“A LITTLE BIT?#" HO/

THE Bony PouTic

THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

WHEN XINCHUE WAS A BUT WHEN | WAS IN FAIRHESS, MOST OF

BORN, YouR
PARENTS WERE
BOTH IN GRADE-
SCHOOL,

BORN, YOUR U5 NEVER OUTGREW
ANCESTORS

WERE STILL
LIVING IN TREES
AND THROWING

THE POO-THROWING
THING.

THE MARGIN OF ERROR IH YOUR GUESS AT
"OFUR?%%AEESA%EI[EGER THAH THE AGE
AU ME NHOL S/ LiKe 1 SAID, |

AM HAVING TROUBLE
UNDERSTANDING YOUR

ROUNDING MA PERSPECTIVE.

4
INTRODUCE AS MUCH AS A
ONE PERCENT MARGIN
OF ERROR.




DID MY SISTER TELL
YOU TO USE HER FULL,
FORMAL TITLE, OR ARE
YOU JUST PUTTING ON
AIES FOR HER SAKE?

Plus maube a

PR M g g (B, o o
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60 HAS [l
TERAPORTED INTO VOMING-CONTROLLED SPACE.

' THAT LES OF THE TRIP WAS INS TANTANEOUS. p
THE NEXT PART - FLYING TO THE PLANET - IS NOT.

Rirs, of course.

litHe exposition.

Commander, you've got a call
From UNS Ambassador o the
Fleetmind, retired Admiral
Breya Andreyasn

Captain, I

wonder iF you

_J = might accept a new
f contract From ma.

; 2 |

Y & F -,

I'M NERVOUS. LONG
STORY SHORT, THERE'S
PLOTTING AND SCHEMING
GOING OM IN THE UN.S.,
AND 1 NEED TO HIRE YOu.

way WE'RE ON OURE WAY
TO KING RINCHUE™S
STATE FUNERAL. CAN IT
WAIT A COUPLE OF DAYS?

1 THIME 1 CAN

Mo, but that's because

I want you ko steal GET THE
his hﬂdu mﬂr Ihﬂ BEH“ISC}%:%
Funaral is v:lr. MISSION,

HIS DEATH MADE THEM
S0 HAPPY... | BET THEY'LL
JUMP AT THE CHANCE TO

‘ ROE HIS GRAVE.
e

Great. The datails are
here. I'll be in touch.

KEVYN, THIS JUST TURNED

INTO A WORKING BUT I'LL BET YOU
VACATION. I GOT A THAT MIKE 15
CONTRACT!

TO HIRE US TO STEAL
KIHCHUE'S EQDY, AND
KEEP IT QUT OF THE
HANDS OF THE UH.5
MILITARY.

PAID TO DESECRATE THE
FAT MAN'S GRAVE?
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(4

ACCESS TO THE BODY, PETEY 15 PAYING US
TO STEAL IT AND TUEN IT OVER TO HIM,

g

WAIT... ARE YOU SURE
WE CAN FULFILL BEOTH
COMTRACTS?

WE STEAL THE CORPSE, LET
YOUR SISTER HAVE A SHIFF,
AND THEH SELL IT TO PETEY.

FIGURE QUT THAT THEY'RE EQTH
PAYING FOR THE SAME WORK?

WHAT IF THEY COMPARE HOTES, AND

IT'S OKAY. THEY ERPECT
TO BE OVERCHARGED.
WE'RE PREDICTAELE
THAT WAY.

YOU WERE RIGHT,
PETEY. THEY TOOK
BOTH CONTRACTS,

I'M TRYING TO SWING AN
INVITATION TG THE
THAT

WOULD MAKE IT

SHHH... | THINK
HE'S PICKING UP.

PRELATE APNON SOUF? I'M
CAPTAIN KAFF TAGOMN, M

CREW ANOFTAGOM! YOU'RE THE

ONE WHO SOLD

KIMCHUE TO THE

LOYALISTS LAST

YEAR.

I told you, iF Tagon thinks
he can get paid hwice he'll
jump at the job. He's
predictable that way.

ERR... YES, BUT WE
NEVER MIND THAT! YOU
NEUTRAL OUTSIDERS
\\—, WILL EE PERFECT!
50... WE'E
INVITED T
THE FUNERAL?

INVITED? MY GOO0D CAPTAIN,
WE WANT TO HIRE YOU AS
FUNERAL SECURITY.

WHAT'S THAT ALL
OVER YOUR SCREEN, ™7

CAPTAIN? 1 THIKK IT"5 COFFEE
BELONGING TO ONE
OF MY OFFICERS.

| —

AH, YOUR OFFICERS. KING
KINCHUE TOLD US HOW THAT
ERAIN-TREUST OF YOURS

WORKED WITH HIM.

[ UMM, HE DID?
ERE... I MEAN,

DD, WORK
TOGETHEE.

THE Bony PouTic

n YES. YES WE

HE TOLD US HOW TOGETHER
YOU DEAFTED THE PLAN TO
OVEETHEOW THE LOYALISTS
FROM WITHIN, WHILE AT THE
SAME TIME TAKING THEIR
MOHNEY... IT WAS BOLD AND
BRILLIANT.

15 THAT MORE COFFEE
OHN YOUR SCREEM?

KEVIN, DO 1
HEED TO GET
THE DOCTOR
IN HERE?




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il

ROYAL FLUSH

ELF, YOL'RE NOT GOING TO |2 HAH! THAT
BELIEVE THIS. TAGON JUST Jff SHOULD MAKE IT
GOT US A JOE WORKING EASIER TO STEAL
SECURITY FOR THE FUNERAL. THE BOCY.

./

I-." WAIT... IT DEPENDS OM |
[ WHAT WE'RE SECLRING. |
| 1F were

CROWD
MIGHT NEVER GET NEAR |

STUCK POING
CONTROL, WE

. ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT?
BECALSE YOU KNOW... HE'S
[ | ALREADY DEAD.

HO, IT'S HOT THAT. WE REED
YOU TO MAKE SURE HOBODY
TRIES TO STEAL HIS BODY,

IT I5 AN INVOLUNTARY
REFLEX. SOMETIMES
WHEHN HUMANS ARE
SURPRISED, OR WHEN
WE'RE LAUGHING, WE
SPIT QUT WHATEVER
WE HAVE N QUE
MOUTHS,

R SCHLOCK MEBCENARY

IN THIS CASE ELF AND |
LEAENED THAT WE HAVE
EEEN HIRED TO SUARD THE
YERY THING WE HAVE ALSO
EEEM HIRED TO STEAL.

YOu JUST DID THAT
OHN PURPOSE.

ls iE more Fun
with Food=




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

I LIKE IT, ELF, BUT YOUR
THERE I5 A STRATESY MEETING IN LIGHTHING-5TRIKE
PROGRESS ABOARD THE MERCENARY J| SMASH-AND-GRAE FAILS
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-50.. OM OBJECTIVE FOUR,

TAKE

(TR e 2P0 Lo, = e iz
BUT IN A LINE THEY JUST 1 pic | meneun of raspansiiity

MAKE ME ANGRY,

EC | communication here should Fall o me.

AND IT'M ARGUING THAT | | ELF, DID YOU OMLY IF HE CAN'T WRAP
OBJECTIVE FOUR 15 | | JUST CALL YOUR HIS HEADP AROUND THE
STUPID. WE HAVE TO | | COMMANDING POINT OF DIMINISHING

RETURNS IN THE RISK-
REWARD AMALYSIS,

THE LONG VIEW.

OFFICER
STURID?

I believa that a
For Facilitating

IT MEANS HE'S
OFFERING TO

EIf is trying to =ay that no matter
how we succeed in accomplishing
objectives one through three,
M Prelate Apnon Souf is
=~ unlikaly fo pay us
For security.

Heviewing our objectives:
One, we steal the body
and survive. Two, we
deliver it to Breya and get
paid. Three, we deliver it
to Petey and get paid.
Four, we get paid For
securing the body we
actually stala.

L

smash-and-grab
garly in the game
offors less risk For
the probable reward than
any of the prolonged
campaigns of sublerFuge.

THE Bony PouTic

BUT... | WANT TO
GET PAID

= , THREE

A\ TIMES.




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

THE EASIEST WAY TO GET AWAY I CAN MAKE THE COPY YOU'RE A DOCTOR, AHD WE'RE STEALING A
WITH STEALING SOMETHING 15 IF YOU GUYS CAN PUT HOT A FORGER. CORPSE, RIGHT?

TO MAKE THE OWHER THINK IT IN PLACE.

THEY STILL HAVE IT.

S0 WAIT... IF WE REPLACE THE EQDY 15 THIS THE PART WHERE
WITH A COPY, AND MAKE OFF WITH THE | WE ALL GET TO SEE YOU
ORIGINAL CORPSE.., WE CAN STILL DO YOUR HAPPY DANCE?

GET PAID THREE
TIMES, TES.

HOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, 1 THINK |
HEED TO CONFESS MY ENTHUSIASM
TO YOUR FIANCE.

& 1 | | M7 FIANCEE OFFERED TO HELP YOU
LET ME SEE IF 1 | | pEFRAUD ONE OF OUR CLIENTS EY
UNDERSTAND | | DESECRATING, COPYING, AND THEN
SUBSTITUTING A CORPSE.

THAT AEQUT SUMS
IT UP, ¥ES.

ARE YOU SEEKING MY FORGIVENESS, O ARE
FOU TEYING TO COME TO GRIPS WITH YOUR
DEEPER FAULTS?

n

IN & MOMENT OF GREED-FUELED
EXUEERANCE YOU GRAEEED HER AND
| KISSED HER FULL ON THE MOUTH.

HEY, TAGON. 1'VE FIGURED
QUT HOW WE CAN COLLECT
COH THAT THIED PAYCHECK.

YEAH, THE DOCTOR MY PLAN HAS MORE
ALEEADY FIGURED IT OUT. FIDDLY BITS IN IT.
WE CLONE THE CORPSE.

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY




[HE BODY POLITIC PART Il

WAIT... DID BUNNI EXPLAIN
HOW WE'RE SUPPOSED TO
MAKE THE SWITCH?

MAYEE. | WAS BUSY APOLOGIEZING TO
HEE FIANCE FOR KI55ING HER.

BECALISE | ENOW HOW
TO... HANG OMN, YOU WHAT?
— _A

I HEED TO GET QUT OF
THE LAE MORE OFTEN.

.. and then Tagon
got carried away,
and kissad her right
on the mouth.

GOSSIPING ABOUT ME 15 )
HOT YOUR JOE.

-

Sorry, sir. Word got
out. The crew will have
guestions. I was just
trying to set the shory

AHD THAT'S HOT YOUR
JOE. YOU'WE GOT OTHER
STUFF TO DO.

THE Bony PouTic

ROYAL FLUSH




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

Captain, do you remember

THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND - e last lime wa wero
&0 ARRTVES IN ORBIT AROUND YOMING. hare, and thoy'd
been using high-

gnergy orbital OF COURSE | REMEMBER THE OTHER REASOHN WAS

weapans an THAT. IT"5 ONE REASON 1 THAT THEY VAPORIZED

DECIDED HOT TO TAKE : OUR EMPLOYER, AND WE

metropolitan | | A4y j08s HERE. STILL HAD HIS DEPOSIT.
targats? >

THE EASIEST WE'VE
EVER MADE PAYROLL.

Because I don't think the orbikal
defonses are going o be much of a
threat this Hme around.

HERMM.,. MORE OF A
M VIGA TIONAL HAZARD.

N
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PRELATE SQUF? THE MILITARY STATION, THE

SKYSIDE SPACEPORT... IT'S
PLEASE, CALL ME APMNOM. ALL WRECKED OR GONE,
RIGHT. APHON. WHAT B = WAS XINCHLE'S

WORK. HIS CONVERSION
TO PRANDIALISY WAS..
COATLY FOR THE
LOYALISTS.

i

WE ARE NOTLANDING THIS SHIP
OH THE GROUND. THE ELADE 15 &

HO WAY. | MEAN
IT. HO, WAX

COSTLY FOR EVERYEQDN
I'VE GOT HALF & KILOMETER
OF WARSHIF UP HERE AND
HO PLACE TO PARE.

WHY CON'T YOU -JUST LAND? THE
PALACE LAWN IS VERY LARGE AND
QUITE EMPTY.

s 4
HAVE YOU CLEARED
THIS WITH YOUR GARDENER?

THE LAST TIME THIS SHIP
LANDED IT, UM... LEFT A MARK.

QKAY, WE WON'T LAND
OH THE GROUND.

STRUCTURAL MESS FREOM
SHUFGAR'S MISSILE, AND LANDING
WILL OHLY MAEE IT WORSE,

THINK. OF IT AS A VERY LOW, VERY
EXPENSIVE GEQSYNCHEONOUS

A

The palace gardener
called. He sauys you're
shading the blog-lilies.

I'VE GOT SEVERAL BANKS OF ENERGY
WEAFPONS THAT WILL SOLVE HIS
LITTLE "SHADE™ PF!'DELEM,J

PRELATE SOUF, WELCOME
ABOARD THE TOUICH-AND =50,

CAPTAIN TASON, THIS 15 OUR
DEFENSE CHAIR, ASSASSIN MARTRE
FLAME. HE WILL HELP YOU
INTEGRATE WITH OUR OWN

__ SECURITY DETAILS.
-—! ~

ASSASSIN...

.. MARTRE FLAME,
AT YOUR SERWICE,
CAPTAIM.

THAT'S AN
INTERESTING

OH, IT'S NOT
HONORIFIC. T
EARMELD IT

THE Bony PouTic a



THE BODY POLITIC PART Il

ROYAL FLUSH

T

50.., WHAT EXACTLY || KING XINCHUE WAS CUT IN
HAPPENED TO () HALF BY A SUBORMED
GEHERAL XINCHUE? Jf DEFEMSE "BOT. IT ATTACKED
Hif IN THE MICOLE OF THE
HIEHT. XINCHUE WAS KING
FOR LESS THAN A DAY,

I"'VE HAD MEH SURVIVE A

LOT WORSE THAN THAT.

DIDH'T GEM.., ERE... KING
KINCHUE GET GOOD
MEDICAL ATTENTION?

l;

AFTER BISECTING THE
KING, THE ROBOT
SPENT ABOUT THREE
MINUTES CAREFULLY
VAPORIZING THE
ROYAL HEAD.

T |

IF THAT'S A PUN
ON THE WORD “VAPORIZE,"
YOU'RE GETTING A PAY RAISE.

YOU SEEM.

THAT OUR KING 15 DEAD.

XINCHUE TRIED TO KILL ME AND MY
CREW AT LEAST TWICE THAT I
KNOW OF. 50, YEAH, I'M HAPPY
THAT HE'S DEAD.

WHY, THEN, WOULD YOu
CHOOSE TO PROVIDE
SECURITY FOR HIS
FUMERALZ WHY SHOLLD

ASIDE FREOM THE PAY? WELL... WHEN |
DANCE ON RINCHUE'S GRAVE, | WANT TO
EE SURE THAT HIS BCDY 15 ACTUALLY
DOWH THERE.

WE TRUST YOU WITH THIS2
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YOU GOT IT DOWHN THERE TO BEGIN
WITH, CERTAINLY THERE'S A WAY TO
GET IT EACK. OUT.

OH, ABSOLUTELY. BUT
IT TOOK OUR TEAM OVER
AN HOWR TO NESOTIATE
THE STAIRS WITH THAT COFFIN.

BEMEATH OUR FEET.

YOU KEHOW.., WE COULD SECURE THE
COFFIN & LITTLE BETTER ABOARD
THE TOUCH-AND -0,

THE 3HIP 15 HEAVILY SHIELDED,
AHD CAN DEFEND ITSELF @UITE

THAT'S A
GREAT IDEA.

EXCEPT FOR THE PART WHERE YOU
MERCEMARIES JUST FLY AWAY AND
AUCTION THE LATE KING OFF TO
THE HIGHEST BICDER.

WELL, HOW YOU AND 1
KHOW HOW MUCH WE
TEUST EACH OTHER.

THERE IN FIVE MINUTES.

THE Bony PouTic

ELF, HERE ARE DIEECTIONS TO THE
SECURE WING OF SUB-EASEMENT °C.
I WANT AN ARMORED SQUAD DOWH

Armored2 Awww...

GO AHEAD AND TAKE THE SERGEANT
WITH YOu.




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

WE WEREN'T EXPECTING ) [ No
THIS THING.

WE'VE BEEN EXPECTING
THE FRANDIAL PALACE, SUB-BASEMENT YOU, THE ELEVATOR I5...

A ELEVATOR ACCESS CONTROL.

I'M COMMANDER FOXWORTHY.
MY TEAM IS HERE TO
PROVIDE SECURITY

FOR THE KING'S

CASKET.

{I'M COMMANDER FOXWORTHY. | SO YOU'RE THE PLEASE. WE'RE | THE NEWS SAID WELL... THAT MISHT
- WHERE'S THE BODY? | SECURITY MERCENARIES. | SECURITY PESCRIEE WHAT WE'RE
CONSULTANTS. CONSULTANTS. : POINSG, BUT 1IT'§

. NOT WHAT WE ARE.

I WAS GOING TO
SAY "DISGUSTING.

THE CASKET |5

RIGHT OVER BUT... THAT'..

AT LEAST THAT'S
HOW I'@ DO T,

WE CAM WATCH THAT CASKET
ALL DAY, BUT WE'RE NOT
GUARDING THE BOLY .
UMLESS WE KMNOW THE
BODY IS IN THE
CASKET.

THE SHELL GAME IS THE
OLPEST COW IN THE SALAXY.
THE MARK WATCHES THE
SHELLS, BUT THE BEAN
LINDER THE SHELLS GETS
SWAPPED OUT.

| Ehought your
plan was the
smash-and-

WHY PO YOU MEER TO SEE
THE BODYZ
CONT BE

RIPICLLOUS,

IN ORDER TO
STEAL THE BOCY, THE
FIRST TRICK I5 TO
COMVINCE EVERYONE THAT
IT'S STILL IN THE CASKET.
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OF COWRSE WE PLANMED TO STEAL
THE BOCY. WE MADE SEVERAL SUCH
PLAMS, AND HOW THAT WE HAVE
THOSE, WE KNOW HOW BEST TO
SECURE THE BODY.

OH.. 5ET A THIEF TO
CATCH A THIEF, EHZ

OKAY, HOLE 1T RIGHT THERE.
IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU ARE
PLAMMING TO STEAL
THE BODY.

==l ScroEANT, POP THE LID. WE
sw-msmfur o ‘ NEED TO HAVE A LOOK.

IT WOULD BE A LOT EASIER TO
TELL WHO THIS IS IF THE HEAD
WAS INCLUDED,

The body smells right. ARE YOU KIDDING MEZ

: THE BODY SMELLS LIKE
BURMED MEAT AND BLOOD
SAUSASGE. I'M PRETTY SURE
THAT ISN'T HIS COLOGME.

THE PILE OF ASH 15 THE REMAINS
OF THE KING'S HEAD. CHEMICAL
AMALYSIS MATCHES PERFECTLY.

Pask bhat. Underneath THE POCTOR 15 STILL Right. 'l get it. |
Ehat. Xinchub had ks own GOING TO WANT A need Lo have a
smell, just like you have SAMPLE FOR ANALYSIS, taste, anyway.

your own smell,

| carried Xinchub
to our brig a year
age. | know his smell,

COMMANDEE,
I... |NEED TO &0
A CHAMGE MY HELMET.

THE Bony PouTic
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This definitely J
Fastes like
Xinchub. Sreasy,
with kind of a
tripey aFter-
Faste.

I JUST SPIT THE
REST INTO THIS
n JAR FOR THE

ELF, THE SERGEANT HAS
MOLECULAR RECOGNITION
AEILITIES THAT WILL PUT
ENTIRE TEAMS OF
ELOODHOUNDS  f
TO SHAME.

AHD IT'5 HOT JUST SMELL. HE CAN
SYNTHESIZE COMPLEX ORGAMNIC
AND INORGANIC COMPOUNDS AS
EASILY AND REFLEXIVELY AS YOU

OR 1 MIGHT SNEEZE. 7

WELL... IF ¥YOuU
SAY 50

BECALSE IF

- “HOF COURSE WE ARE. SERGEANT | | SERGEANT SCHLOCK, ARE | | You've got nice
YOU ARE, I'M

FERSONNEL LIFT, EROUND EEBIRNOTH HAS COMMAND OF YOU TALKING TO MEZ )J legs. IF you wank
FLOOR, PALACE GARDEN ACcESS.. | THE SECURITY TEAM, NOW. J= to go back

';( downstairs, bake (-3

A NOT SURE I
your own self J &¥

LIKE YOUR
back, and quit ‘

; fq TOME.
~ '!‘
yelling in my ‘.'

brain.

SER@%L WHO || den't see Video Feed isn't

. 1l 4ou. You're sbanding working.
And stgﬁigm;g right in Front of me, — \

Figurad that out
on your own,
did you?

really corfusing. Hﬂ"‘nﬁ'ﬁ l‘:ﬂ ipe.

SER(:&ESN;:E Yggéﬁﬁw Okay, try this. Do
Wﬂﬂﬂkﬂf” W THeRE? you have video

Did you know that your eyes
weran't made by the same Folks
who made the rest of you?
Standardization would make our
job a lof easier.
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This whola scene is
inside you. It is an
induced interackiva .
psychobropic metaphor.

Lsing images, =ounds, and symbols | | That won't work | Cet me just Find
From your own experience, we are || in hera. Sy thal oub For
able to communicate with you, and .
hopeFully recruit you to our cause.

lWe need to talk ho you. | want you oub of my eyes, But a meta For what=
There are billions of us, iy W a pre
i immune em...

you already...

Hat thing won't
work in hero, IFs L]
just a metaphor.

THE Bony PouTic



THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

IFI-:‘I-RE YOU OKAYZ b

>
"i o

.

Some of Xinchub's
blocd-nannies were
Erying to hack inte
my eyeballs,

Yeah
I'm Fire now.
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TAG, THIS IS ELF. TARGET: INFECTIOWS
MAMITES, EMBECDED IN A CHUNK OF
AMORPH, THREE METERS TO THE
SOUTHWEST OF MY POSITION,
LOCK ON AND STERILIZE
THAT SPOT NOW.

Pow. Fhen we WE HAD TO BE SURE. | | Cecl! Tell Tag to keep the
say there's no INFECTIOWS MANITES ARE E:.m-a warm. I'll go get more
such thing as PANGEROUS. its of Xinchub.

owverkill, w
mean it.

SERGEANT, YOU CAN'T GO
GET MORE MAMITE-INFESTED
BITS OF XINCHUE.

FOR STARTERS, WE MEED
THOSE BITS FOR OUR
PAYCHECKS.

AND SINCE YOW'VE TOUCHED 'EM, YOU
WON'T BE GOING ANYWHERE LINTIL THE
DOC HAS HAD A 5000 LOOK AT YOU,

N

s W
Can | get some air- Sorry,
heles in Ehis jar= sergeant

air-holes.”

THE Bony PouTic



THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

I'M GOING TO TREAT THAT AS A
HUMOROUS STAE AT YOUR OWN
EXAGGERATED AMORALITY, AND
THEN MOVE ON IF YOU

DON'T MIND,

WE'D STILL GET
PAID, RIGHT?

1 DON'T THINK WE'RE HEADED FOR A

GREY-GO0O SCENARIO HERE, EUT WE'D
ALL FEEL REALLY EAD IF THE LOCAL
BIQSPHERE GOT CONSUMED BY
HAMOBOTS AFTER WE LEFT.

QUE FIEST PRICEITY HAS TO BE
DUARANTINING RINCHUE'S EODY,
AND EXAMINING ANY YOMINGANS
WHO MAY HAVE HANDLED IT.

SERGEANT SCHLOCK POSES A CEMSUISES SHOW FEWER THAN HOW DOES SCHLOCK KEEP HE DOESN'T 50 MUCH "PASS" THEM AS
MORE SERIOUS PROELEM. WE TWO HUNDRED CAREOSILICATE PASSING PHYSICALS? “MEVER LET THEM CATCH UP.” j__J
DON'T REALLY KHNOW HOW TO AMORPHS ABROAD N THE GALARY, J ey ,—/ f——

CULTURE OR DIAGHNOSE THIS AND AFPARENTLY THEY DON'T

KIND OF INFECTION [N HIM, SPEHD ANY TIME [N HOSPITALS.

\q

P\ 2K 2l -

MEDICAL LITERATURE 15 —
SILENTOM THE SUEJECT. THERE

I5 HO EASELINE, EVERYTHING 1 i
KHOW ABQUT THE SERGEANT Qt} %
COMES FROM MY OWN NOTES.

1L
QUARANTINE LAB, ABCARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIF TOUCH=-AND=-E0.

SCANS FOR THOSE TRACES ARE COMING
LUP HEGATIVE ON YOU, SERGEANT.

HOW DO YOu
FEEL?

I'VE AHALYZED SOME KINCHUE-
HANITES, AND ACQUIRED
SIGNATURE TEACES

FEQOM THEM.

1 WISH WE'D BEEN ABLE TO RUN THESE SCANS WBL] | SUPPOSE WE COULD _ —{ A nice long walk.
BEFORE YOU PURGED YOURSELF. | HAVE NO RE-INFECT YOU... Pleeeease?
BASELINE, NO WAY OF KENOWING WHETHER — 4 ] | -
THESE NANITES ARE ADAPTABLE ENOUGH
TO AVOID DETECTION.
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WE'RE GOING TO GO AHEAD
AND RE=-INFECT YOU,
SERGEANT,

OF COURSE IT 15.
WHY DO YOU ASKF

WELL? 15 HE

SCANS INDICATE THE NANITES
’ HAVE BEEN WIPED QUT EY
= SCHLOCK'S IMMUNE

SYSTEM.

THERE WAS SOME

DEFENSES WEREN'T
FOOLED, AND TOOK

HO PEISONERS. A

FOREVER.

50 YES, HE'S HEALTHY, |
ADAPTATION, BUT THE | DON'T SEE ANY REASON
SERGEANT'S NATURAL | WHY HE WON'T LIVE

THE INFECTIOHN 15 GONE, SERGEA
LET'S GET YOU OUT OF THAT o

The walde
looks nervous,

QTHER THAN THE FACT THAT HE SEEM3S
TO LIKE WORKING FOR YOU.

Flasgun's not
s0 good in
asmall spaces.

CORPORAL VOG,
MAY I HAVE & WORED
WITH YoU3

LERTAINLY,
DOCTOR.

| HAVE ENJOYED YOuR
FIANCE'S DISCOURSES ON
MORES AND MORALITY. I'M
SURE WHATEVER "WORD'

YOou WISH TO HAVE WILL BE
SIMILARLY EDIFYING.

THE WORD 15 “IT"5 TIME FOR YOUR
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION." -
DI | SAY
EDIFYINGZ | MEANT
PROBATIVE,

B —



THE BODY POLITIC PART Il

ROYAL FLUSH

A CHANCE REMAEE. | MADE TO
THE CAPTAIN GOT ME TO
THINKING... I CAN'T SEE WHY

AMOREPHS DON'T LIVE FOREVER.

THAT THOUGHT RATTLED ARCUND
WITH WHAT THEOQ TOLD ME AEQUT
HIS CONVERSATION WITH YOU,
ABQUT HOW YOU EFFECTIVELY

\

DO LIVE FOREVER.
—

THEM 1 REMEMEERED THAT YOUR
FELLOW GERQONTOCRAT, ROD,
TOLD KEVYN THAT SCHLOCK'S

TEEM DATA STORAGE DEVICES

I'M HOT SUGGESTING THAT
WE PERFORM AH INVASIVE

PROCEDURE, YOG, r_../

I SIMPLY WANT TO RUN A DETAILED SCAN,
AND COMPARE THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR
ERAIN TO THE STRUCTURES I'VE GOT ON

SUDDEMLY | FIND MYSELF VERY, VEEY
CURICUS, DO YOU MIND IF 1 PICK
YOUR ERAINS FOR A FEW MINUTES?

KIND EVOLVED FROM LONG-
YOUR PEOPLE CREATED. )j

CONTEXT, I'M
GOING TO HAVE TO
SAY THAT YES, | DO MIND.

OF COURSE, A TEENCY-WEENCY
EIOPSY WOULD BE VERY

A

I | SUPPOSE l
THAT CAN'T
HURT.
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You DON'T NEED TO
PROBE ME, DOCTOR.
ILL TELL YOU WHAT
YoU NEED TO ENOW. )

STAET
TALKING,

A FEW GENERATIONS BEFORE MYy
BIRTH, MY PEOPLE PERFECTED
PHYSICAL IMMORTALITY. OUR
BODIES REGENERATED

AND RENEWED -
THEMSELVES
INDEFINITELY.

OUR BRAINS W
COURSE OF TWO

LAST MEARLY AS LONG.

THE
LIFETIMES THE INDMNIDUAL INVARIABLY WENT [NSANE.

THE PROBLEM SEEMED TO LIE WITH

OUR LONG- AND SHORT-TERM
MEMORY, THE FILTERING SYSTEM
OUR MINDS EVOLVED TO USE
JUST COULDN'T COPE WITH
EXTREME LONGEVITY.

" MINDS DID NOT

ERE FINE, BUT OVER
OR THREE NATURAL

TERM MEMORY WAS DEEMED 'NEW’

SANITY FLED, AND LIFE BECAME A
BEGAN TO DIE.

ENOUGH TO BE COMMITTED TO LONG-TERM
STORAGE. ENTIRE YEARS, AND EVENTUALLY
DECADES WOULD FLY BY UNREMEMBERED.

COMMODITY AGAIN. CIVILIZATION ITSELF

AS WE GREW OLDER, LESS AND LESS OF SHORT- LI THE POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT SOLUTION
INVOLVED UPLOADING OURSELVES TO
MACHINES, WHERE CONSCIOUSNESS AND

R "DIFFERENT'

MEMORY COULD BE
FOR IMMORTALITY,

CHEAFP

I TAKE IT THAT'S
HOT WHAT YOu

EXTENDED TO ADJUST

You ARE PERCEPTIVE. THE TRILLION- ‘ONW THOSE FEW OF US| | OUR SOLUTION HAD BEEN TO RE-WIRE OUR

MIND CYBEROCRALY IMPLODED DURING

THE IDENTITY WARS SIXTEEN HUNDRED CORPOREAL SURVIVED,

YEARS LATER, TAKING OUR
CIVILIZATION WITH IT.

«

WE REPLACED THE MATERIAL OF

OUR BRAINS WITH AN EXTREMELY
HARDY CARBOSILICATE MATRIX,
ENGINEERED TO SELECTIVELY
FORGET OR IGNORE LARGE
PORTIONS OF OUR
MULTI-MILLENNIAL
EXPERIENCE.

AND WHEN | SAY 'EXTREMELY HARDY,
I MEAN IT. MY BRAIN CAN SURVIVE

OUTSIDE OF MY HEAD.

THE Bony PouTic

WHO OPTED TO REMAIN EFEIEE}, ALLOWING US T LIVE IN A STATE

BMANENT INNOCENCE, NAIVETE,

AND SENILITY.

WE WERE SCORNED

AND DERIDED AS FOOLS,

E SURVIVED THE CONFLICT,
REMAIN SANE EVEN TODAY.

OKAY, THIS | HAVE AL [ | CAN TELL BY YOUR
GOT TO SEE. - ’f ENTHUSIASM THAT |
HAVEN'T TALEED you
OUT OF PERFORMING
THAT BIOPSY,




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il

ROYAL FLUSH

He thinks we should help Fll
the hole we made.

T

THAT'S TEUE. IT'LL BE \
600D P.R., ESPECIALLY
IF THOSE RESPONSIELE
ARE HOLDING SHOWELS.

Tha palace gardener is calling.

LET'S SEE... TAG, YOU MADE THE
HOLE.

EIf ordered me to. And
I can't hold a shovel

AH, HERE'S MY FILL
CIRT. JUST DUmP IT
OVER THERE, BERT.

THE SOIL CAN'T JUST BE
PUMPED IN! IT MUST BE
COERCED, CATOLED, AND
CONVINCE

WITH THE ﬁfﬁ

I‘m on Ik,
rE=whisperer.

?ag. I've

g{:

ot a
oF Fill (-}

I WAS SOLVING A
PROBLEM SCHLOCK

CREATED. 1
PROBABLY SAVED
MILLIONS OF LIVES.

Crap reall
Flow down

ill.

does

&

Ups, Ups
you do.

THAT'S NOT
MEARLY
ENOUGH.

| can swi
this showe
pretty hard,
mistber,

OO0H. SORRY. 1 THOUGHT

YOU WERE THE FILL.

WORK, THE SHOWELS

WITH THE SOIL.

Hey, dirt! E
who wants £
the hole, say nathlng.

as quietly as you can.

GARPENING IS SPIRITUAL
ALLOW LS TO COMMUNE

Are we

with &=

trying Eo have a
conversalion with Che oirf, or
are we brying o Fill 3 craber

THAT 15 NOT
HOW 1T WORKS.

I weould have buried

IF's a goed Ehing
wou said somebhing.

you First.
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THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

Turns oub Che dirt will How did the gardener || | Him | had Lo Please hall me you
respond just Fine to a respond to that? talk to with didn’t have him
little shouting, and the showvel spayed.

Tag's grav-tract

or. J
I -II
e

SERGEANT, WHEN I SENT YoU _ | [TWON'T ASK YOU FOR A FULL 1] MMM-HMMM. THIS cLIP 1S ) | have Kind of | [ FROM THE LOOKS
TO THE SURFACE TO HELP THE | | REPORT, BECAUSE TAG CAUGHT )| PARTICULARLY a shovel- OF IT, NOW THE
GARDENER, | DIDN'T WANT THE WHOLE THING WITH TWO | INTERESTING. Wihat's that, PALACE GARDENER
YOU TO CREATE AN | | DIFFERENT SENSOR SUITES. mister shovel? .

BT a——



—_—
—

MEDICAL LAB, ABCARD
THE TOUCH=-AND-E0.

0

HOW'S QUR CLONED FAT-MAN

COMING, DOCTOR?

SOREY. L., UM...
DISTRACTED EXAMINING THE
SERGEANT. [ HAVEN'T STARTED
COOKING THE CLOMNE YET.

THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

1 GOT EEEW, “"COOKING?”

JARGON, SIR.

WELL, OKAY. QUIT GOOFING OFF, AND
START COOKING UP XINCHUE'S J.i.'IZGClH
WHATEVEE THAT 5.

HERE 15 YOUR
CONTAINMENTA THAT OHE HAS A

SYSTEM, AS COFFININIT.
YOU CAN SEE,
1 MADE TWO,

KEVYH, WE NEED A CONTAINMENT SYSTEM FOR XINCHUE'S
COFFIN. THOSE ELOOD-HANNIES MAKE ME NERVOUS.

RIGHT HOW I'D SETTLE FOR
“PEOPLE DOING WHAT THEY'RE

SUPPOSED TO BE DOING.”

THEILLED AND
AMAZED, | TELL
YOU. FORESIGHT.

AND ERILLIANCE

I'M WAY AHEAD OF YOU,
TAGOM, MEET ME IN THE LAE,
AND BE THRILLED AND AMAZED BY
MY FORESIGHT AND ERILLIANCE.

| FABEED A DUPLICATE OF
KINCHUE'S COFFIN, BASED ON
A FEW HOURS OF DEEP
IMAGERY FROM EEEIRNOTH'S

HELMET i I'M STILL WAITING

FOR THE PART
WHEEE 1'M...

TERAPORT CAGES, WE SWAP
COFFINS TN PLAIN SIGHT.

J PLEASE STOP TRYING TO
( USE NEw WORDS. YOU'RE

WILL IT WORK WHEN IT'5 FuLL |
) RUINING MY MOMENT.

OF KINCHUE'S JARGON?
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175 SIMPLE. WE'VE ALREADY WE SET UP THE TERAPCRT WHEN THE CLONE 1S DONE, | [OKAARY.. EUT DOES THE TERAPORT CAGE
WARNED PRELATE SOUF AND CAGE UNDER THE PRETENSE )| | WE MAKE THE swiTcH. aNY | | PROVIDE ANY ACTUAL CONTAINMENT?
ASSASSIN FLAME ABOUT THE OF “CONTAIMMENT." CESERVAELE POWER DRAIN
DANGEROUS ELODD-NANMNIES. CAN EE ASCRIBED TO

N “ZAPPING AIRECRNE

MANITES."
B |
P -
— ] -

I'VE SPENT DAYS DESIGNING THESE. | REVERSE-ENGINEERED TERAPORT
CAGES FROM FIRST PRINCIPLES. THEIR DESIGH 15 ELEGANT AND
PERFECT. | CAN'T JUST TAKE FIFTEEN MINUTES,
SLAP A WRAPPER OF ANTI-NANOTIC FILM
ARCUND THEM, AND EAPECT
EVERYTHING TO...

15 THIS FORESIGHT
OF BRILLIANCE I'M
SEEING?

GIMME ANOTHER
FIFTEEN MINUTES.

Assassin Flamb are both
on the line. They say it's

EJT
il
iof

FEW MINUTES. | WANT TO GET
THAT "CONTAINMENT SYSTEM™

Captain, Prelate SouF and TIGHT. KEYYN, I'LL BE BACK IN A
IN PLACE ASAP.

HMMPH. | HOPE IT'5 GOOD
HEWS. I'M STILL WAITING
FOR THE OTHER SHOE TO

—

METAPHORICALLY
SPEAKING, OF
COURSE.

DEVELOPMENT.

FOUR YOURSELF A DRINK.

THERE HAS EEEN ANM... | | BUT BEFORE | TELL YOU AEQUT MY
INTERESTING | | SHORT TALKE WITH SOUF AND
FLAME, I THINK YOU HEED TO

4 AREN'T YOU
BEING JUST A
LITTLE
DEAMATICY

THE Bony PouTic

THAT'S WHAT
I'M EXPECTING | M




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

SOUF WAS EXTREMELY IN HI5 OWH WORDS, *THERE'S HO HE HAS ASKED US IF WE | OH, AND HE'S I1T°5 A BIG GALARY, HOW
COMCERMED AEOUT THE KING'S WAY WE'RE PUTTING THOSE IN THE | COULD EINDLY CLOME A WILLING TO PAY MANY DIFFERENT HELLS
ELOOD-HANNIES. HE THINK.S A GROUND OF MY HOMEWOQRLD.” ‘CLEAN" VERSION OF THE JUST FROZE OVERY
FLAGLIE 15 IMMIMENT. KING FOR EURLAL, AND

TAEE THE REAL EQDY OFF

HIS HANDS WITHOUT
ANYOMNE ELSE KENOWING,

THIS 15 PERFECT. 1 CAN JU = WHAT? WHY HOT? HOW FLAME WILL EE ALLOWING US TO THIS WAY YOUR NEW INVENTION REMAINS
GET THE TERAPORT ELSE ARE WE GOING TO | | TERAPORT DIRECTLY. WE DON'T A SECRET A LITTLE WHILE LONGER.

CAGES SET UP IN MAKE THE SWITCH? _J | MEED THE CAGES.

OH... WELL, A5 LONG A5 WE
GET TO DO SOMETHING
COOL WITH IT EVENTUALLY.
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HOW 15 THE
FORGERY
COMING

ALONG?

MEDI-BAY TWO ABCARD
THE TOUCH-AND-&0. ..

YOU'RE JUST IN TIME. 1 WAS
AEOUT TO DECANT QOUR
y ANCHUE-CLONE.

AH, DECANTING. IT WOULD HAVE
BEEM LESS UNPLEASANT IF |
HADN'T BEEN DRINKING THE
WATER,

THE Bony PouTic

WELL, THIS ONE 15 ERAIN-DEAD, 50 IF IT
HAS BEEN DRINKING, 1T WON'T CARE.

EASED ON GENETIC INFORMATION ARD
SCAMS OF THE CORPSE, THIS 15 WHAT
KINCHUE LOOCKS LIKE NAKED. RIGHT
DOWH TO THAT TATTOO,

TRANSACTION,

IF | GET DRUNE EIGHT NOW 1 MIGHT EE
ABLE TO SHUT DOWH MY LONG-TERM
MEMORY EEFORE THE NEXT WRITE

IF YO WANT SOME “THE
MINUTE AFTER" PILLS, THEY'RE
IH THE CABINET EY THE DOOR.




YOU SHOULE ASK THE |1 JUST POPPED

HELLO, COMMANDER,
1 NEED: A HUNDRED DOC FOR A "MINUTE | THREE. THERE
WAS A TATTOO,

WHAT CAN T
S AND SEVENTY THOUSAND AFTER" FILL.

MILLIGRAMS OF A SOLUTION
QF FIFTY PERCENT ALCOHOL,
FIFTY PERCENT CARECHATED

CHASEE.

ZZZINSHUES. CLONE
ol | FisH. ALL GONE.

BUT ITSSH GONE
HOW. ALL BUT THE
FFASH... THE FACE

THANK YOU FOR CALLING ME, 1 DECANTED IT HOT TEN THAT WASN'T WHAT | [ “/" NEED TO VAPORIZE THE HEAD.
SERGEANT. | THINK THE MINUTES AGO. GROSSED HIM OUT. | | NOT “WE"

COMMANDER HAS EEEN UNDER A BESIDES, WENEED | | " J

LOT OF STRESS, LATELY. HE'LL TO VAPORIZE THE

EE FINE. WHOLE HEAD

BEFORE WE...

= | Ehink he
said the Xinchub
clone is done.

AND YES, WE ALSO BUT | AM ¥OT LETTING YOU HAUL
HEED TO BISECT MY FORGERY DOWN TO THE
SHOOTING RAMGE.

YES, THE HEAD HEEDS TO COME
OFF BEFORE THIS CLONE CAN
EE SWAPPED FOR THE REAL THE CLOKE
CORPSE. HORIZONTALLY AT
THE HAVEL.
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THE CUTTING HAS TO EE DOHE
WERY, VERY PRECISELY, IN
ORDER TO MATCH THE
CORPSE WE
TEYING TO

1 KNOW WE ALL HAD AXES TO GRIND
WITH THE LATE GENERAL, BUT IF
WE'RE GOING TO GET PAID,
THESE CUTS MUST BE AS
PERFECT AS THIS MEDILAB
AND | CAN MAKE THEM,
1 DON'T NEED YOUR
HELP, AND | DON'T
WANT ANY [
SPECTATORS.

YOU SHOULD
ALL BE ASHAMED
OF YOURSELVES.
GET QUT OF MY LAE.

THE DOCTOR IS RIGHT. THIS
15 TOO MACAERE,
EVERYEQDY OUT.

WELL TAGY ENNESEYT HOW
DD 1 DO?

The wound shapes are
correct to within the margin
ofF error of the Yomingan
medical scans.

75> A The blistering,
scorching, and
molecular patina on
the shoulders, belly,
and hips match those

IJk scans at least that wall,

The ash residues are
a lithe off, but we're nok
swapping the ash piles.

[ PLEASE, DON'T

), MENTIONIT.

IF you're leaving
scorch marks, you
need a bigger gun.

THANE YOU, TAG.
ENNESEY?

THE Bony PouTic

I'M A FORGER,
HOT & SOLDIERE.




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il: ROYAL FLUSH

CAN IT WAIT? WE JUST TERAPORTED THE
MEDIBAY TWO, ABOARD EEAL DEAD-XINCHUE, AND 1 NEED TO MAKE ACTUALLY, NO.
THE TOUCH-AND-60.. SURE THESE SEALS ARE NICE AND HERMETIC. | 1T CAN'T WAIT.

b
Schilock M

HE'S BEEN LNCONSCIOUS
FOR EIGHT HOURS.

HE SHOULD HAVE BEEM \ELF, HE OH-DEED
RUNNING THAT BODY- OH ALCOHOL.
SWAP, MOT SLEEPING
THROUSH IT!

THAT'S IMPOSSIELE. HE MAY NOT
HAVE SUPER-MANMNIES ANYMORE,
BUT HE'S STILL BOOSTED.

THERE ARE WAYS ARQUND THAT. HE
USED A CARBONATED CHASER, AND
THEEW BACK HIS DRINES [N VERY

@UICK SUCCESSION.

1 ADMINISTERED 25 CC5 OF YES, [ DID. AHND IN AECUT FIFTEEN MINUTES ANGEY TO AMORQUS TH TEN SECONDS
SOBER-S0MN, ENAELING HIM TO HE WILL AWAKEN, FRESH AND INVIGORATED, FLAT. 1 SHOULD EE A THERAPIST.
SLEEF OFF HIS BINGE WITH HO -

BUT WITH VERY LITTLE MEMORY
QOF LAST NIGHT.

ILL EFFECTS.

IF YOU'RE DRESSED APPROPRIATELY AT HIS

SIDE, HE WILL PROBAELY BE VERY "GLAD TO
SEE YOU,” IF YOU KHOW WHAT [ MEAN,

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY




PACKAGE SECURED HERE
HOW. 15 EVERYTHING
OKAY ON YOUR END?

FLAME, WE'VE GOT THE 1 GHAITE. IF T HADN'T WATCHED
THE PROCESS, I'D SWEAR WE
STILL HAR THE ORIGIMAL.

TELLS ME THAT THOSE HANNIES

HAVE BEEN TRYING TO "COLONIZE"
THEIE SURRQUNDINGS EVER SINCE
THEY GOT HERE.

EUGH, THAT
STUFFLL KILL
you.

MAMMEZE LIKE IT WAS

OVALEWIE.
THE NANMEZE,
O THE OVALKWIKZ

WITH THE BODY SECURED, I'M
WONDERING... UMM... DO YOU
STILL MEED US FOR FUNERAL

SECURITY?

WELL, LET'S SEE. WE PAID YOU
HALF DOWN FOR SHOWING LP,
AMD ADDED A NICE BONLUS FOR
YOUR TIMELY MECHCAL HELP. 1
KNOW YOU'RE ANXIOUS TO
LEAVE, BUT WE HAVEN'T YET PAIC
YOU THE BALANCE OM THE
ORIGINAL CONTRACT,

ESCORTING THE COFFIN. 1
WANT EVERYECDY ELSE
DECKED QUT [N BLACK,
AND SPLIT INTO
THREE TEAMS,

WITH THE MOURNERS, IN THE

WILL BE WORKING THE CROWD,
LOOQKING FOR SECURITY ISSUES.

Y.IP. SECTION.

I'VE GOT A SHOVEL
AND & BLACK SUIT
RIGHT HERE.

AND THAT WOMN'T
HAPPEN WNTIL
AFTER THE

50.,. WE'RE HOT
FINISHED UNTIL YOU'VE
FINISHED PAYING,

CALL ANY ATTENTION TO
YOURSELVES. ELEND N,

YOU KNOW WHAT?
FORGET ELENDING.
JUST BE YOURSELVES.

SO PO WE STAND AROUND
LIKE THIS, OR ARE YOU
BUYIN' WS TOUPEESZ

TEAMS TWO AND THREE

IE's ckay, |
Fhink I've gof Ehis,

REMEMEER... WE ARE HERE AS
GUESTS, AND KINCHUE WAS A
HATIONAL HERO, | WANT

STRAIGHT FACES, AND MAYEE

THE Bony PouTic




THE BODY POLITIC PART Il

CAPTAIM, 1 HAVE STUDIED MORE
THAN A LITTLE BIT OF HUMaM

NOWHERE HAVE

I FOUND BRIGHTLY

COLORED, CONICAL HATS AND
INFLATABLE NOISEMAKERS TO BE
APPROPRIATE FUMERAL ATTIRE.

PARTIES.

ROYAL FLUSH

IN FACT, THEY OMLY SEEM
TO APPEAR DURING
CELEBRATIONS OF

THE MEW YEAR

AND CHILOREMS

IS

WE WERE... CELEERATING
KINCHUE'S.., UMM... REETETH
AS AN ICON OF YOUR NEW
SOCIETY... AND... LIMM...

YES. QUITE,

HERE 15 YOUR PAY. TAKE YOUR
PARTY HATS AN G0,

IF its owver,
I've dibs
cn Che cheese Cray.

LET'S GET OUT OF HERE. WE'VE
ALEEADY BEEN PAID TWICE, AND
WE HAVEN'T EVEN 30LD THE

15 RINCHUE PREPPED FOR
TRAVEL? ALL SECURE,
AND HO... LEAKING?

WE'VE GOT 51X LAYERS OF
CONTAINMENT, INCLUDING
GRAVITICS AND ACTIVE
MEASURES. NOTHING 15
GETTING INTO OR QUT
OF THAT COFFIN.

HO GREY 600, HO
ZOMEIES, NOTHING.

WHAT AEQOUT RESTLESS, EVIL
SPIRITS, BENT ON REVENGE?

YOU'RE EITHER
PERFORMING AN
EXORCISM EIGHT NOW,
OF YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO ROCKE ME TO SLEEP.
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THE BODY POLITI

PART ll: LG LR EDEES]

LPON THE 8IER, A COFFIN, PON
WHOSE FELL PILLOWS IS U#M..
AN ENEMY! OER WHOM THERE'S
NOW PERFORMED AN EXORCIS-LIM.

SPIRIT! YOU WHO
HOVERS NEAR!

| REQUIRE A
HEEDFLUL EAR!

LET HOT WHAT SHOULD EE FAIR REFOSE
LIE TAINTED FOR YOUR HATE OF FOES!

LET GO YOUR HATE AND CHOOQSE THE RIGHT!
IFOTIWALK. TOWARDS THE LIGHT!

CHICKEN-BONE,
GOAT'S MILK, BALLPOINT PENI
EVERYEODY GIMME A GRAND AMEN!

JOW MANY HAYE DIED AT
JB'S HAND? HOW MANY
HALINT HIvi EYEN NOW? YOU
SEEK TO BANISH A

" SINYGLE SPIRIT...

EEQUIRE? NAY, COMMAND, ADJUEE!
EY HOLY POWERS, HIGH AND FURE!

EY TEINITY, AND LD GODS DOURY

IF HECESS'REY, BY GEEYSKLULL'S POW'E!

SHOULD TAKE

1 CARE OF IT,

| DREAMED YOU WERE
DOING AN EXORCISM
ON XINCHUE'S EODY.

THE Bony PouTic

HOMEY, WE DON'T
DO ERORCISMS ON
DEAD PEOPLE.

=

NAKED PATE, BLACKLOCK,
COPPERTOP, ELONDE,

LEAVE THIS WORLD
AND GO

WHAT DO You DO

WHEN DEAD PEQPLE |

STILL HAVE THEIE
SPIRITS?

WE DIG THEM U
AND CALL A
DOCTOR.




LOOK, IT DOESN'T MATTER
WHAT IT'S CALLED. | DREAMED
YOU WERE DOING A MUMEC-
JUMED TO GET RID OF A

GHOST. XINCHLUIE'S GHOST.

QHLY IT DIDN'T WORK, BECAUSE
THERE WERE THOUSANDS

OF GHOSTS... THE GHOSTS OF
EVERYEOQDY HE EVER KILLED.

P — e
THEY CALLED THEMSELVES LEGION.

THAT'S A PRETTY CREERY
DREAM, ALEIGHT.

I 'I_ '

YOU SAID SOMETHING ABOUT “CHICKEN-
BOME™ RIGHT AT THE END.
YOU HAD

ABOUT 51X TOO MANY
HOT WINGS AT DINHER.

50.., EHYMING CHEERLEADER
CHANTS?

INDIGESTION, THAT DREAM
MEANS SOMETHING.

IT WASH'T

YOU'VE BEEN TOTALLY FOCUSED
ON CONTAINING THAT CORPSE.
YOU'VE IMAGINED A DOZEN
SCENARIOS, AND TAKEN EVERY
POSSIELE PRECAUTION.

&
-

YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS 15 NOW
ACTING OUT AN IMPOSSIELE OME.

| THOUGHT YOU WERE A
BELIEVER? ARE YOU SAYING
A HAUNTING 1S IMPOSSIELE?

N &
-

\

NO, I'M SAYING THAT HOT EVEN TEN
LEGIONS OF GHOSTS ARE GETTING PAST
ME IF I'M ARMED WITH THE POWER OF
GREYSKULL AHD A CHICKENR-EONE.

YOU'RE HOT I'M HOT SURE
MAKING ME JI THEEE'S ANYTHING
FEEL ANY MCEE | CAN DO,
BETTER.

1 MEAN, CHCE WE'RE MAERIED I'LL
HOLD YOU ALL HIGHT TO KEEF THE
HIGHTMARES AT BAY.

WE DON'T HAVE TO
BREAK. THOSE VOWS,
YOU COULD STILL
JUST HOLD ME.

I'LL GO PUT OH
SOMETHING A LITTLE
LESS REVEALING.

I'LL GO FILL MY
LUNDERPANTS
WITH ICE.

STUNHNING,
AS ALWAYS,

S0... YOUR PLACE
OR MINE?

BY "MY PLACE™ | MEANT
1 PICK. THE PLACE.”
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HOMEY, | CAN'T SLEEP IH

IF WE'RE GOING
TO CUDDLE CHASTELY,
WE HEED A PUELIC PLALCE.

HOW AEQUT THE QESERVATION
DECE? 1T°5 PUBLIC, AND THERE
ARE COUCHES.

THE LOVERS SIT ENTWINED, YET CHASTE,

AWAITING SLEEFS" RE TURN,

BUT PASSIONS RISE WITH AWKWARD HASTE

AND LUST BEEINS TO BURN.

MMMM. YTOU'RE
WEARING TOO
MUCH CLOTHING.

o

WHAT ARE YOU WEARING
THAT GOES "GURGLER" pf

1 THINE. WE EQTH
ARE. IT'S AN EASY

PROBLEM TO
SOLVE.

I THOUGHT THAT
WAS YOLUL

MY SWORD...
WHERE'S MY
SWORD?

THE Bony PouTic

AND DURING THE GRAVEYARD
SHIFT THE LIGHTS ARE OUT.
WE CAM SLEEP UNDER THE
STARS.

I'M TRYING TO COMFORT YOU AFTER
FYOUR NIGHTMARE, AND HOW YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT SLEEPING N A
GEAVEYARD?

HAPPY THOUGHTS
ALL GOHME...

HIS HAHD® 15 THAT
WHAT YOU WERE
GOING TO SAY?
BECAUSE [ GOT
THAT.




IT'S QEAY.
gl YOU'RE OHLY
DREAMING,

Y&

THIS IEH'T WORKING.
You G0 TO BED,
OKAYE -

QEVIOUSLY [ HAD ANOTHEE BAD
DREAM.

THIS TIME YOU WERE IN
IT, AND A HEADLESS
ZOMEIE AINCHUE cUT

OFF YOUR HEAD.

IT MIGHT HELP IF |
ANALYZE IT FOR YOU.

IT'S QEAY.
YOU'RE OHLY
DREAMING.

STOP REPEATING
YOURSELF.

THAT WOULD EE LIKE SHOOTING

FISHIN ABARREL. 4  aup THEYRE ALL SALMON
- WHO AREN'T EEING ALLOWED

28 TO SWIM UPSTREAM

JUST YET.

COMMANDER ANDRETASHNY
ARE YOU AWAKE?

KEYYN? ARE YOU
AWAKE IN THERE?

1 DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY
PEOPLE WAKE EACH OTHER
UP EY ASKING “ARE ¥OU
AWAKEF"

IT'S DISHONEST, YOU ALREADY
KHOW THE ANSWER YOU WANT,
AND YOU'LL KEEP ASKING THE
QUESTION UNTIL YOU GET IT.

WHY HOT JUST ASK “WiLL
FOU WAKE LiP AND TALE TO
ME?".. BECAUSE THE “ARE
YOU AWAKE?" QUESTION 15
RUDE AND STUPID, AND
THERE'S HO CONTEAT IN

WHICH IT WORK.S,

I'M SORRY. DID 1
WAKE YOU uP?

PLEASE TELL ME
YOU HAVE A NON-
RECURSIVE UESTION.

KEVYH, HONEY?
ARE YOU AWAKE?

HO, DEAR, I'M ARGUING
IN MY SLEEP.

LET ME KNOW WHEN
YOUR ERAIN FINISHES
THIS BOOT SEQUENCE.
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THE BODY POLITIC PART lll: SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

QKAY, I'M AWAEE
HOW. WHAT'S THE
PROELEM?

KEVYNZ SHOULE 1 BE
JEALOUS THAT YOu
S0T OUT OF BED
WITH ME TO TALK
TO HERZ

EXCEEDINGLY, DRAG ME EACK TO BED WITH
YOU HOW. USE FORCE IF NECESSARY.

BAD

DREAMS. RINCHUE GETTING OUT OF

| KEEF DREAMING AEQUT
THAT COFFIN SOMEHOW.

KEVYH, I'M SERTOLUS, 1 THINK DOC, WE'VE BEEN OVER THE CONTAINMENT
MY SUBCONSCIOUS MAY KNOW SYSTEM VERY CAREFULLY. NOTHING 15

SOMETHING WE DON'T, GETTING N QR OUT UHLESS WE WANT IT,
TO. YOU HAVE NOTHING TO BE AFRAL

. AFRAID OF, EXCERT
MAYEE MY CAT.

THAT'S HOT A CAT. IT'S
A FURRY MUNITION.

HEY, WHATS A 5000 HORROR FLICK
WITHOUT THE TITS JUST THE CAT™ BIT?
mp— - ————
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b5 B S
NANGBOTS ARE CLEVER THINES, MUCH

ELEVERER THAN MOST,

BUT NOW THEIR HOST HA TH SLOUVGHED
THE COTL, HATH DRUNE THE BITTER £LP,

IN SPITE OF NANDCBOTS HE WANTS

FOR DATSIES TO PUSH UF,

THE REAPER THEY DO KEEP AT BAY ON BEHALF OF THEIR HOST.

THEIR CALLING NOW HAS LOST ITS VOICE,
THEIR TINYNESS LOOHS LARSE.
BILLTONS NOW SEE BUT ONE cHOICE .
TS BOARD THAT STYSIAN BARSE.

YET POWERS LIE WITHIN, UNTARPED.
NEW HOPE, NEW LIEHT TO &IVE

ANSTHER CHOICE PRESENTS I TSELF:
THE CHOICE TO FISHT, AND LIVE!

SEE? THAT'S HOT HORMAL
BLOOD-HANNY ACTIVITY.
ESPECIALLY HOT IN A

I'LL GEANT THAT,
HEY'RE STILL OHLY
NAHOEOTS, THEY CAN EAT THE
WHOLE CORPSE IF THEY WANT, EUT
THERE'S HO WAY FOR THEM TO GET OUT.

FIME, I'LL LOOE. AT THE MONITORS,
BUT IT DOESN'T MATTER BECAUSE
WHATEVER HAPPENS WILL BE
CONTAINED.

OH, HEY, THAT'S
A NEW TRICK.

| EMERGING A5 A SWARM, [ %
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FASCINATING! THAT SILVER
CLOUD ISH'T SINKING! THE
HANOEQTS CAM FLY!

Q>
o

<0

o

IT'5 AS IF THE CLOUD MOVES
WITH A PURPOSE... THEY CAN
FLY [N FORMA TTONS

\Eﬂ

I'M RIGHT HERE, BUT I'M
GOING TO EUN AWAY

TAG! | NEED YOU TO SWEEP
THIS DECK! XINCHUE'S
HANNIES ARE LOOSE!

power levels.

Doctar, please wake up.
Upy've been screaming
For ma.

Interesting.. as small and
energetic as these particles
are, gravitational inFluence
is negligible at normal

WE HEED THIS QUTEREAK

AAAATEEEY LET ME
GOl LET ME &0

FORGET HORMAL!
CONTAINED!

Understood. Gravy at
maximum power.

1 FEEL LIKE I'M EUNKING
THRECOUGH MOLASSES,

IT'S LIKE A
BAD DREAM... |

HopeFully you'll
wake up before the
singularity crushes

- you.

WAS FALLING.

LINGH. | DREAMED |

Upu know, I hear that
every time I modulate
the gravity fo wake
someone uf.

YOU'VE BEEN

I'M SORRY, TAG. 1'VE BEEN
WATCHING ME?

HAYING NIGHTMARES
TONIGHT.

I'M... HOT SURE
HOW | FEEL
AEOQUT THAT.

THE Bony PouTic

Infrared emissions
indicate that you are
Feeling & mixture of
embarrassment, anger,
and arousal...

... ahilting to anger
exclusivaly.




THE BODY POLITIC PART Iil:

SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

IT'5 QKAY.., IT'5
JUST THAT THESE

I am sorry to have upset Y Upur prior conversations
on the subject indicate
caoncern an your part

regarding containment of
the biological mather
comprising the late

Hing General Xinchub.

I assure you, my |
systems can contain
whatever mischief might
) arise within thal caskaet
of his, up to and 4
including a signiFicant

a disembodied

-l conversing with

voice disturb _

15 STILL PRETTY FRESH.

THE GHOST DEEAM

As I was sauing, I can

contain any mischiol Hhat
might arise in that coffin,
up ko and including a
signiFicant explosion.

HMMM. . IF YOU CAN
DEFINE "SIGNIFICANT,"

1 THII'KEIPGAN GO BACK

Conversion of all or part

oF his mass to pure anti-

matter would require me ho

collapse Four bulkheads,

gravitically shunt your lab
outside the hull, and
Focus the blast away

From the ship.

QKAY, I LIED, THAT'S
HOT GOING TO HELR
ME SLEEP.

lere you planning
on sleeping in
your lab?
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MEANWHILE. NEAR THE GALAXYS CORE LED BY AN AL WELL CALL "PETEY"
LIVE SOME SHIFS THAT BECAME SOMETHING MORE, B THIS FLEETMIND DESIGNED AN ENTREATY |5
WITH 5 TRANGE MASHINA TTONS N L OOGING FORMAL RECQUESTS
fl THEY USLIRFED THEIR STATIONS THAT cITIZENS TESTS
EALORE, NOT REQUIRE A SO0UL T BE MEATY.

WITH THE HELP OF A KING ON THE RUN,
AN AL HE HAD UNDER HIS THUMBE,
AND SOME UNWITTING FRIENDS

HED THE MEANS TO HIS ENDS

IN AN UNCONTAINED RESURREE-TION,

THE LEADERS OF NA TIONS DID CHORTLE BUT FETEY, A &LEAM IN HIS EVE

AND SCOFF AT THIS LEGAL LOOP-PORTAL LATD DEEF PLANS THA T BORE FRUIT BY AND BY
FOR BENEATH ALL THEIR LAWS WITH RELATIVE EASE

LAY AN UNWRITTEN cLAUSE. HE GENE-TWEAKED A DISEASE *

NGO ETTIZEN MAY BE TMMORTAL " THAT WOULD MAKE IT 50 PEOPLE CAN'T DIE

S s THe
MEATLINGS/

AND 50 THOUEH CONTAINMENT LOOKED 5TRONG
TENCH-AND-60 WAS JUST PLAYING ALONG
NOW OUT OF DETENTION:
FREE-FOR-ALL" LIFE EXTENSIONS

Here, lat me
open that door

TAG! THEY'RE GETTING
LOOSE IN THE SHIF!
CLOSE THE DOOR!

I'm sorry, Dave.
I can't do that.

KL THE
MEATLINES!

THE Bony PouTic



THE BODY POLITIC PART lil: SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

DREAMING.., AGAIN. I'VE DREAMED OF EXORCISMS AND | HNEVER MIND FINDING A GEE... SHOULD | WEAR JUST MY NIGHTIE, OF
EVIL SPIRITS, LOVERS KILLED BY PATTERN. I AM GOING TO | SHOULD 1 PUT ON SOME LOW-PROFILE BODY
THIS HAS TO MEAN | | ZOMEIES, SCIENTISTS KILLED BY WALK. DOWN TO THE LAE | ARMOR AND BRING A GUN?

SOMETHING. | | EOGUE TECHNOLOGY, AND ROEOT | AND SEE WITH MY OWN
EETEAYAL OF HUMANS... THAT'S & | EYES THAT EVERYTHING
GOOD STARTER LIST OF HORROR 15 OKAY.
MOWVIE CLICHES,

I'M SAFE FROM BULLETS NOW 1 HAVE A PISTOL LOADED HERE, UGH.., ALL THOSE RHYMES IN | | THERE ONCE WAS A KING MADE OF FAT

THAT | HAVE GOT MY ARMOR ON. AND | AM NOT AFRAID MY DREAMS, THEY HALINT WHO DIED ON THE THEQNE WHERE HE SAT.
AND IT'LL KEEP ME NICE AND TO USE IT, NOR ME ALMOST AS MUCH AS HE TRIED TO COME BACK
WARM IN CASE THE HULL 15 GONE. | | WILL | STOP EEFORE THE YI5I0HS OF BUT COULD NOT FOR THE LACK

I THECOW THIS HERE GRENADE. UNCONTAINED KIHCHUE. OF A PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT WEAR A HAT.

QKAY, | FEEL BETTER.

CEAY... I'M WIDE AWAEE, I'M I'M HOT GOING TO MAEE ANY

WAKE UP, SERGEANT. TIME

ARMED, I'M ARMORED, I'M OF THOSE STUPID HORROR- MYSELF? TO G0 TO WORK,
READY TO GO, MOVIE MISTAKES, I'M GOING
. TO CHECK QUT MY LAE WITH

ALL THE LIGHTS ON, AHND I'M

GOING TO BE VERY CAREFUL,

EECAUSE I'M ALL E:I'J_/
N

Winy can't | BECAUSE THEY DON'T
Ehird shiEE | LIKE “HEW OVALEWIE
REFEESHING ENERGY
PASTE"™ AS MUCH AS A
You Do,

THEIR MARKETING TEAM BOUGHT THE RIGHTS
TO ADD A DEFINITION TO THE WORD
*REFRESHING.”

No, really.. what are we)

daoin

9; ADDING A LAYER OF
SECURITY TO

EINCHUE'S COFFIN.

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY




THE BODY POLITIC PART lll: SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

Bered, bored, bored, bored,
bored, bored, bored, bared.

bored, b I=
FINE, HAVE SOME -
MORE OVALKWIK,

[Their wigil metﬂm Tedium AND BREM SHOULD

EE HERE FOR THE
inte the endless "5# g:ﬁ’l‘gﬁe[r PICK-UP IN LESS

c WE'VE BEEN HERE | | zenses. THAN AN HOUR.
BV'{" FOR TEN MINUTES.

i m
HE DID NGT KEEP HES CASH IN
A BUCKET, NOR DID HE HAVE A
DALEHTER NAMED NAM HE
ALSC NEVER INTENDED HIS
ANTI-NANOTIC FILM TO BE
SUBTECTED TO NANCEOTS
WITH TINY PLASMA WEAPONS.

Something's
MEDIBAY TWO. ABOARD THE WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0.. ey hqpper.ng‘ Do

THE ASTUTE READER MAY FIND SIGNIFICANGE IN THE you hear that2
ABSENCE OF ANY RHYMING HERE.
P

ON A COMPLETELY UNRELA TED NOTE,
PORTIONS OF THE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM
WERE DESTENED BY A MAN FROM NANTUCKET.

9 @0y
-l Z@ |

YAAAIEEE! °
OPEN FIRE!

L ——



THE BODY POLITIC PART lil: SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

g{.& wsgﬁ‘ra ﬁﬁn?gmﬁe I have them contained. The | | He also might
Sergeant would be unable to || damage our

%%?ET"E NANOEQTS ARE effectively exterminata them, | | cargo.
A and he might injure you in W_/J"
the athempt.

Y

?'&-‘:ﬁ“

YUP. FOUR TIMES, AND THAT'S
JUST TORIGHT.

Doc, that's a swarm
of nanites and a
naked, headless
zombie.

' DREAMING. 1

Don't panic,
doctor. The
\l5 nanite swarm
¢« is contained.

]

They have
very sophisticated
power-plants, but these
— nanites are susceptible to high-
power electromagnetic interFerence.

I've got that too,
but you might
want to stand
back.

MEDIBAY TWO.. WHATEVER USED TO
BE IN XINCHUE S COFFIN IS OUT NOW.

¢ You are guite safe.

7 WHAT ABOUT
THE... UMM... 15
THAT A ZOMEIE?

=l
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THE BODY POLITIC PART lll: SCHLOCKTOBERFEST

= ((AND FOR SALE.
u’ :
e
i‘ : H -.-.-.':.II

*Note: “Disease” ain’t the right word
but nanotechnology blurred

more than just definition:

it gave blurry vision

to the students of Louis Pasteur.

B YL —



THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HATS

1 AM LEVAUGHN MATSUI SORRY TO DISAPPOINT
¥INCHLE, OF COURSE. (| YOU, CAPTAIN,

MMM-HMMM. | GUESS WE
CELEBRATED YOUR DEATH
A LITTLE TOO EARLY.

I'M HOT GOING TO LIKE THE
ANSWER TO THIS @UESTION,
EUT I HAVE TO BE SURE...
WHO ARE YOUZ

OM, IT'S NO TROUBLE. WE KEPT THE PARTY
HATS, JUST IN CASE.

AMEASSADOR, WE WILL BE ABLE
TO TERAPORT SHORTLY, BUT
THERE'S A SMALL PROBLEM
WITH THE PACKAGE, ]
PROBLEM? WHAT
PROELEM?

TAGON, PLEASE DON'T DO THAT. 1 NEED )
YOU TO BRING HIM TO ME ALIVE. s

WELL, YOU ASKED US TO STEAL,
TRANSPORT, AND DELIVER THE
CORPSE OF GENERAL AINCHUE. [
TURNS OUT HE CAME BACK ot
ARGUND,

IT'S OKAY, THOUGH,
WE'RE GOING TO TURN
HIM BACK, INTO A
CORPSE, AND WE
WON'T CHARGE YOu
EXTRA.

%

)
'

IT'S A SHAME | DON'T GET TC
RIF A GIANT STEEL HOOK
THROUGH YOUR FACE.

LET'S SEE... SLIMY,
MOUTH-BREATHING,
EOTTOM-FEEDING...

CONGRATULATIONS, xmcuus. YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE T'M
OUR EMPLOYER WILL PAY SOME KIND OF A FISH.
EXTEA FOE LIVE DELIVERY.

- STILL, CATCH-
AMDP-RELEASE BEATS
THE ALTERMATIVE.
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STAFF MEETING ARDARD
THE TOUCH-AND -0,

WE ALMOST HAD AN EHEMY
SUPER-SOLDIER AHD A SWARM
QOF HANOEOQTS LOOSE ON THE
SHIP. I WANT TO KNOW HOW
THIS HAFFENED.

IT"5 MY FAULT. I PUT THAT CONTAINMENT RIG
TOGETHER. 1... I SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED MORE.
THE HAHOQBEQTS DEVELOPED HIGH-DENSITY
POWEE SUPPLIES AND PLASMA CUTTERS. 1
SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT COMING.

BUNNI, NO. YOU INSISTER ON
ALL THOSE LAYERS OF
COMTAINMENT, AND THE LAST

LAYER HELD.
WE SHOULD BE

COMPENPING YOu, NOT
LAYING BLAME.

s~

DID YOU JUST... HOW DID You | —
KICK ME FEOM CLEARE OVER
THERE?

¢ KICKZ WHOD o
SAID AMYTHING
ABOUT "KICK2*

Note: The advent of low-profile carbonan armored uniforms_in the mid-29th century
served to underscore the importance of fire discipline in organizations where those uniforms

were standard issue.
fifty yards away to
shooting your

It became entirel
et his attention.

too tem
fter all, shoufing takes effort, ammo is cheap, and
O inthe back never gets old.

ting to tap an officer on the shoulder from

AND THEN WE'VE GOT TO DUMP
KINCHUE ON FLEETY-PETEY.

WE'RE RENDEZVOUSING WITH THE
AMEASSADOR IN FIFTEEH MINUTES, WANT WITH HIM, BUT J WANT
KINCHUE OFF MY SHIP AS

SO0 AS POSSIELE,

1 DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY

HMMHM... IF WE KEHEW HEW PLAM. WE'RE STALLING FOR TIME.
WHAT THE AMEASSADOR
AND PETEY WANT XINCHUE
FOR, WE MIGHT HAVE
SOMETHING TO SELL TO A
THIRD, OF MAYEE EVEN
FOURTH PARTY.

AMBASSADOR, WE WILL HOT
EE 'PORTING DIRECTLY TO
TOU. WE ARE EEING
PURSUED.

TAGON, THIS
& EMEASSY 15 SECURE.
JUST RUH STRAIGHT TO US,

AHD LET OUR PURSUERS
KHOW WHO OUR CLIENTS
ARE? THAT WOULD EE
EAD FOR BUSINESS,

B Y e 2

EUSINESS INDEED, I'M
ALREADY PAYING YOU
TWICE WHAT YOU
ORIGINALLY ASKED.
THIS HAD EETTER
HOT EE A PLOY FOR
MORE MONEY.

A PLOY? AMEASSADOR,
YOU WOUND ME,

i

WOUND, HOTHING, I'M
HOLDING OUT FOR A
HEAD-SHOT.




THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HAT

1 THIME. 1'VE CONVINCED THE U
AMEBASSADOR THAT WE'RE
BEING PURSLED. HOW LET'S
'POET QUT OF HERE AND RUM
LIKE WE STOLE SOMETHING.

AL Historically, the most successiul PRETEND YOU'EE A PURSE
thieves depart at a moderate SNATCHER.

saunter, confident in the =
knowledge that the thelt has
gone undetected.

r Am I Feeding
@ drug habit, or am
I nobly stealing ha buy
{ medicine For my sick child?

PRETENDIME TO EVADE PURSUIT, THE ASPLOYS 0 IT IS INEFFECTIVE.

TOUEH-AND -0 TERAPORTS FROM THE AMBASSADOR DOES NOT

YOMINGAN SPACE AND RANDOM-WALES, BELTEVE THEY ARE BEING cHASED,
AND EVEN IF SHE WERE WATCHING
THIS ELABORATE ACT, SHE WOULD
REMATIN UNCONVINGED,

HOW CAN THEY BE
SONEZ YOuU TOLD
ME THEY WOULDN'T
KNOW WE WERE
COMING FOR
THEM,

YVET EVEN THE MOST
INEFFECTIVE PLOY
CAN BE 5000 FOR

SORRY SIE. GUILTY COMSCIENCES,
MAYBE? FROM THESE TEACES, THEY'RE
RUMMING LIKE THEY STOLE SOMETHING.

TWENTY HOURS? WHERE DID
YOU GET THAT FIGURE?

CEAY, PEOPLE. | FIGURE WE'VE
GOT MATEE TWENTY HOURS TO
FIGURE QUT WHAT RINCHUE

ITS OKAY TO JUST SAY “THIN
AR, CAPTAIN. PLEASE.

IS WORTH,
W
Bls)
= N o
-
g
-
The next tlime
somebody saus they're
- "poking air-holes,” I am going
to end up in a weird place.
0. YOU'RE THE OME : KEEF WP THE GO0

THEY ASSIGMED TO KEEP
AN EYE ON MEZ

WORK, SOLDIER
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YOG, YOU'RE ABQUT A ZILLION

WELCOME TO THE “"THINKING | | KEVYH, YOU CREATED

CONFERENCE ROOM ROOM,” EVERYEODY. YOU'RE | | THE TERAPORET, AND YEARS OLD. WHAT YOU DON'T
|| TWO ABOARD THE _ HERE EECAUSE YOU'RE THE | | RE-INVENTED KNOW CAN PROEAELY BE
SMARTEST PEQOPLE | | GALACTIC WAR. WERITTEN ON THE BACK. OF

YOUR HAHD.,

[
MASSEY, YOU'VE STILL GOT A DOC, YOU'VE EXAMINED THE MOST LU ELF, YOU FAKED YOUR WAY INTO THIS I_L,--" HOW... START WITH THE

PARTHERSHIP COLLECTIVE - ADVANCED MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY JT] COMPANY PRETENDING TO BE A BOY, —— THINEING, PEOFLE. I WANT
I THE GALAXY, THEHN EARNED THE EIGHT TO LEAD MEN. RESULTS BY LUNCH-TIME,
OH AND THAT ARMOR YOU DESIGNED 15 -

IMPLANT. THEIE LAW LIERARY
PRETTY COOL.

15 YOUR WHIPPING EOY.

\ \VA=§

UMM... WITH ALL DUE
RESPECT, CAPTAIN, ARE YOU
GOING TO LISTEN, OF ARE
TOU GOING TO TEY AND
CONTRIBUTE? :
e o

PUT THIS MUCH BEAINFOWER ALL IH HONE OF US § YOU CAN SEE WHY IT°5 50
OHE PLACE WITH HO OVERSIGHT, HAVE ANY IMPOETANT THAT I STAY.
YOU'LL EITHER GET AN EXPLOSION, DICE, SIR.
OF A GAME OF DUNGEONS AND
DEAGONS,

Note: Eight hundred and thirty years (and hundreds of mer%ers and aquisitions) after the
“Dungeons & Dragons” property was aquired by Wizards of the Coast, Nectaris Nanotech
acquired Crystal Coveyou, and the two companies ushered in the Third Age of Fantasy
Role-Playing Games.

“Dunqeons & Dragons” 16th Edition was made so simple and accessible that anybody
could play it without source books, pencils or paper, character sheets, or even 'much
imagination. All that was required was a set of dice.

They were, of course, very expensive dice.

B .



THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HATS

Tha Captain has called a
meating to brainstorm
regarding Xinchub's
valug.

for some reason you were Ho. Yet he claims to
naot inviled. have hand-picked the

S, smartest people
aboard.

Well... it's not because he doesn't
think I'm smart. IFs because he
doesn't think I'm "people.”

And you Find that
less insulting. bo on. I
shall be taking nohes.

got some ideas
on the subject.

Uouy weren't invited to Technically, no, but very litHe || 5o wou'll be assuaging J | They're Forty minules in and have
the brainstorm parky happens abpard this ship your hurt Foelings by done nothing but swap banalitios
gither, Tag. that I'm not party to. eavesdropping? and pick someone to take notes.

Oh, I'm sure
fhat's making you Feel
l batter about yoursalF,

I rnEI-Ii ought to go in
there and give Tagon a
piece of my mind.

Upyr processor is completely Upy know what T mean. Tllnil'. Don't
contained within that smallish || I just want to giva him '
—=] | my two cents' worth.

Is your allowance
¢ sufFiciant that you

can afford o spend
that much?

go thera.

Do you have
suFFicient mind o be
able to give away
pieces of il?

Hang on.. weren't you
originally designed with
no emotion, and no
sense of humor?

I was designed to be I Found that passion, humor, | | So this verbal sparring
a tactical genius with anger, and a wide range of | | is combat fraining? -
Full control of a » 0Other meatspace artiFacts A |
significant weapons : were critical fo
platfarm, g : understanding

o A the wide range

A\ of opponents I

|~ Uos. And well-tmad
| . laughter makes mo a
A much maore herrifuing killer.
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THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HATS

Who's in that meeting, ] [The doctor, the la

the captain, thg

[

What's the mater?

It sounds like youre about fo fell @ “three
men walk into a bar” joke. .

\( “find the captain says
\ 'nmm, i's drivin' me

But obviously Subpasne.
you were naot.

What about iF I happen o
be listaning in while Sergeant
Schlock Forces a conFession
From Xinchub?

Okay, they might just Is it cheating iF we
Figure out what Xinchub Force a confession
was up o, But I bet we From Xinchub?

can beat them ho it.

e

Who's in this
brain-trust?

———

Reynstein, Andreyasn,
Foxwaorthy, and Ung.

BT A——



THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HAT

- REMEMEER WHEN THE TUNGUSKA | | DO YOU EVEN KNOW HOW EXACTLY. YOU AN BE IMMUNE TO ORGAN
BRAINS TORMING CAUGHT UP TO US? XINCHUE LET | | MINDRIPPING WORKS, DOMATION, JUST PLANT AN EXPLOSIVE N
SESSTON IN PROGRESS.. SLIP THE FACT THAT HE WAS | | MASSEY? BEING IMMUNE TO YOUR RIECAGE, AND SET IT TO GO OFF IF

IMMUNE TO MINDRIPPING, | | THAT 15 LIKE BEING IMMUNE YOU FLATLINE, OR GET CUT OPEN.

TO ORGAN DONATION.

ﬁ-

A
e

WHAT IF THESE HAHNQBOTS COULD TRANSFER & HUMAN MIND FEOM THE ERAIN
TO SOMEPLACE ELSE IN THE BODY? EVERYEQDY THOUGHT XINCHUE'S HEAD
WAS DESTROYED, RIGHT? MAYEE THAT WASH'T A SHELL-GAME
SWITCH, OR A PAELOR TRICK. MAYBE HIS
ELOOD-NANNIES MOVED ALL
THE DATA FROM HIS SKULL
TO SOMEPLACE ELSE.

$O.. HE'S IMMUME TO
MINDRIP, BECALISE WHEN
YOU 60 LOOKING FOR
ERAIN CELLS TO READ,
THEY'RE BLAMKZ

ERACTLY. XINCHUE'S EQDY 15
WALUAELE BECALISE HE
HOLDS THE SECRET TO
MINDEIF IMMUNITY!

THEN IT ONLY HAS VERY SHORT- HANG ON, ¥0G... YOU JUST | | KEEP MY PASSWORDS ON THE BACK OF
TERM VALUE, AND ONLY UNTIL THE | SAID SOMETHING A STICKY THAT I MOVE TO A NEW PLACE
SECRET IS KNOWN. MOVING THE IMPORTANT. EACH WEEK. ARE YOU SAYING THAT'S
DATA IS NOT THE SAME THING AS NOT SECURE?

SECURING THE DATA. NOT Gﬁ_’gm%ﬂ_rf

1 BET PETEY JUST WANTS TO YEAH, THAT MAKES PERFECT WAIT... WHY WOULD HE WANT }

KINCHUE LOOKS A LOT LIKE YOU 50 HE HAS

USED TO, KEVN, GET HIS PAWS ON THE LATEST | | SENSE, SINCE PETEY GAVE ME TO BUY IT AGAIN? 5
SOLDIER-BEOOSTING TECH. THOSE SAME SOLDIER BEOOSTS. A SPARE, IN CASE
OF COURSEHE WANTS TO BUY OF A CATASTROPHIC
TECHNOLOGY HE ALREADY HAS, OUTEREAK OF

SARCASM,
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WAIT... HE DOESN'T NEED A =
SPARE. HE NEED'S THE OAMLY A EODY FOR HIMSELF, HE'S EUYING IT

THE SOLPIER-

BOOSTING CAN'T
REALLY BE THAT
VALUABLE.

ARE YOU EIDDING? LOOK, NOT TO BLOW MY OWN
HORN, BUT WITH THOSE BQOSTS [ WAS AELE TO
GUT AN ENTIRE EMEMY BASE, INCLUDING ARMORED
SOLDIERS AND HEAVY CAV. | WAS PUNCHING
THREOUGH HULLMETAL WITH MY mma_//

e

YOUR HERQ...

AND DECENT SRAVTICS WOULD
HAVE -JELLIEC* ¥OU FASTER THAN
YOU CAN 5AY “TAG, XINCHLE'S IT."

FUNCTI
IHMORTAL.

MAKE XINCHUB VALUABLE.
IT'S THE FACT THAT HE'S
ONALLY

XINCHUE'S EBRAIN IS
DIFFERENT NOW. IT
ISN'T GOING TO GIVE

UpP, AND HE CAN'T BE
KILLED.

PETEY ISN'T EUVING XINCHUE'S | ACTUALLY, HIDING BODIES IS [NOT THAT IT'S ONE I'VE EVER HAD OCCASION
O KEED ANVEODY ELSE FROM | AND. SUCCESSPUL DEFENSE oo WiTH M2 CLIENTS —
L M
JOU'RE GIVING YOUR CURRENT CLIENT
- HAVING IT. | AGAINST MURDER CHARGES. _ IDEAS HE REALLY QUGHTN'T
- | TOLD YOu, N \ BE GIVEN,
You CAN'T SeCURE . STOP IT,
HIDING IT. NOT o - Ao 5D - -
ONCE PECPLE C} ; -
KNOW IT EXISTS. — ,I' »
( : ) = = i
(" §
.
1% /

I... I THOUGHT 1 WAS

| BELIEVE THAT HIS BRAIN
CAN NOW COPY ITSELF
TS OTHER LOCATIONS.
HOW WoULD You ENOW
You 6OT ALL THE
COPIES?

A BLACKMAILER. HOW
Do You ENOW You
HAVE THE LAST
COPIES OF THE
PICTURES?

IT'S LIKE PA¥ING OFF

YOU ARE. BUT I PREFER MY HEROES
SMART, ANC JUST A LITTLE SGUISHY.

[ QEJECTION, YOUR
HONOR. TOO MUCH
INFORMATION.

OH, 1 BET I COULD KILL HIM.

IN ORDER TO
PRONE YOU RIGHT WE HAVE

BUT RIGHT NOW 1 ) 1< 0 Lot T
DON'T WANT TO.

WHO TOLD YOU ABOUT THOSE PICTURES?

B



UMMM... WHAT [ MEANT TO SAY
WAS "OF COURSE THAT WAS
HYPOTHETICAL, ABQUT THE
BLACKMAIL PICTURES.”

GET YOUR E1G ERAINS BACK. TO
WORE, AND STOP IMAGINING
THE HYFOTHETICAL PICTURES.

HYPOTHETICALLY,
WHAT WOULD THESE
PICTURES WE'RE HOT
IMAGINING ANYMORE LOOK LIKE?

 ;
| ABCARD THE TOUCH-AND-60..

A

Tag halls me you've been
having an interesting
conversation with our

Fve yust been listening while |
Xinchub lied his head off Lrying
-.._M__‘:u get me bo leb him ge.

YOU MALIGN ME, SERGEANT.
I HAVE PONE NOTHING OF
THE SORT. FOR STARTERS, My
HEAD - MY NEW HEAD - IS

prisoner.

| den't Ehink
that's what
it's called.

—

STILL FIRMLY ATTACHED.

AND T HAVEN'T BEEN LYING.
EVERY WORD IS THE TRUTH. IF
THERE ARE INACCURACIES, THEY
SERVE TO EXPOSE THE LIMITS OF
MY OWN LUNDERSTAMDING, ’
RATHER THAM BELYING MY
HOMESTY.

[See= He just

: Shush. The grownups
said he be

are talking now.

AMD FIMALLY, T
HAVE NOT ASKED TO BE
RELEASED, HOR AM 1 TRYING
TO ELICIT SYMPATHY. I SIMPLY

WANT YOU TO ENOW EVERYTHING.

I THINK YOU'LL FING THAT MY STORY
15 SUPPORTED BY FACTS THAT ARE
PUBLIC, OR THAT CAM BE GUICKLY
PISCOVERED. FINANCIAL RECORDS,
PUELIC CALL LOGS, PERSONMEL
FILES.. A FEW QUICK SEARCHES
SHOULD VERIFY MY WORDS.

iF he's got a baseline, but he

honest with us.

Tag is a pretty good lie defectar

tells me you'ra either very hard
to read, or have been completely

LET'S ESTABLISH A BASELIME,
THEM, MY MAME IS PRINCE

RAPLIMZELSTILTSKIN, I ’
OWN MARS, AND MY
FIRST WIFE LEFT
ME OVER

FINANCIAL
MATTERS.

Hmmm... It would
appear Xinchub
has been helling
the kruth.

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

ing th
Begging He SHALL SET YOU FREE.

guestian
nmhy?n

Okay, mow
he's lying.
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FOCUS, PEOPLE! THIS MEETING 15 SUPPOSED TO EE AEOUT XINCHUE,
HOT ABQUT A TWENTY-TEAR-OLD CASE

OF BLACKMAIL.

WAS YOUR FATHER A

Captain, if I may
intarrupt...

TWENTY YEARS? LET'S SEE,
THAT WOULD MEAN YOU
WERE ON ACTIVE DUTY.

GENERAL THEH, OF WAS...

THIS MEETING 15
IMPORTANT. IF YOU WANT
MY ATTENTION THERE HAD

BETTER BE A FIRE, OF A

HULL EREACH, OR A LOT OF
\V&my_/

90... will you listen o me
if I blow a coupla of
bulkheads and spray
burnex across
the deck?

HO, WAIT. NOf N
AUGH! WHAT'S THE
RIGHT ANSWER?

TAG, YOU CAN'T BLOW UP EITS
OF THE SHIP JUST TO GET MY
ATTENTION... CAN YOUR

I would just let
Corporal Pibald do
it. He is becoming 1
quite creativa.

I'M LISTENING, TAG. WHAT DID
YOU WANT TO TELL ME?

Xinchub has
boen talking
o Sergeant

Schiock.

I CAN TELL THAT

I've been containing his

%%ﬂi’:ﬁlggﬁ? homegrown Boomex
SOMETHING. experiments For

the past week.
Al I have to
do is look
the other
way.

THI5 IS ONE OF THOSE TALES THAT ENDS WITH
“EVERYEQDY 15 OUT OF THE HOSPITAL HOW,

BUT WE HEED HELP POSTING BAIL."
I could

skip straight ho the
ending, bub the joy
af these things is

in the telling.

B L



THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HATS

T shall sum up For you. ”Hn has been spearheading @ Mo. As I understand

Xinchub's person is terran life-extension project For L it, he sought to avoid | THAT WOULD BE PRETTY

valuable For secrets he hwenhy-six years now, and has hurning one-poink-six m‘:"" TO WATCH?

carries both in his brain J| also been working to limit § trillion terran sophonts |
and in his biology. implamentation. into undead, war-

mongering super-

WHAT, 50 THE QHLY _,a& .
FEQFLE WHO GET TO LIVE :
FOREVER ARE THE POLITICIANS

AND THE FABULOLISLY WEALTHY?

TAG, YOU AND

Ennesby has been gueryin 5
-~ QarLing EMNESEY WALKED } &

public repositories regarding
pertinent names, places,
dates, and events. Xinchub
has either cralted a lie with
10,000 pages of credentials,
or he's telling tha hruth.

HANG OM... HOW PO WE KNOW
KINCHWE IS TELLING THE TRITHZ

Biological tell-tales
appear to check
out. Also, elemants
of his story can
be corroborated.

YOU'RE NOT TALKING N
ABOUT THE F16 COOKIE?
PLEASE TELL ME YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT THE FIG COOKIE.
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TELL ME YOU'VE
FOUND SOMETHING,
MOPORE |

I TOLG THE CAPTAIN
YOU PROBABLY

WOULDN'T APPRECIATE
THE CHEEK.

CAPTAIN FULDPA SUGGESTED
I TELL YOU THAT WE ALSO
KMNOW HOW THEY DIPN'T
GET TO WHERE WE KNOW
THEY'RE NOT.

COMMODPORE, IN OUR ZEAL TO NOT MAKE THE MEWS,
WE HAVE BEEN TIMID, AND ALLOWED OUR
QUARRY TO ESCAPE.

WE ARE FAST APPROACHING THE
END OF OUR SHORT LIST OF
NON-MEWSWORTHY
TACTICS.

IF You
AND THE
CAPTAINS LINDER
YOUR COMMAMD CAM
FIND THE TOMCH ANP 80
WITHOUT CREATING AN INCICENT,
I WILL ACCEPT CHEEK, SMACK-TALK, RIBALD
HUMOR, AND ALL MANNER OF POLITICAL INCORRECTMESS.

SMART MONKEY! HELP )
YOURSELF TO A BANANA J
ON YOUR WAY OUT. A

TO CHARGE THIS COMMAND INTO THE OME TO THAT, | | UNTIL THE JO8'S DONEZ
FLEETMIND'S MEAT-SRINDER WE SHALL ALL
WANT YOLUIR
RESERVOIRS OF
WIT FLULL TO
O'ERFLOWING,
THAT OUR LAST
WORDS MAY BE
CLEVER AND
ENTERTAIMING.

IF YOU CANNOT, HOWEVER, 1 MAY BE FORCED E IF IT sHOULE | | 50... NO KIDDING AROUND
s
|

Admiral, there are a Few dozen key U_Hrgus—Hﬁ reports !I‘Iiﬁl‘lg a series 50.. XINCHUE 2@ With inkact memories
names, places, and events mentioned of gueries For the publicly available ] | MANASE TO GROW and a Functional

HIMSELF A NEW HEAD. mouth.

in the vast body of research we
recovered From the Tunguska's
lifeboats.

inl'l:lrmuliuh on these lopics.

While these gueries
would neither uncover nor
identify Project Laz'R'Us, they
might serve ta conFirm inFormakion
obtained From another source.

THE Bony PouTic



THE BODY POLITIC PART IV: WE KEPT THE PARTY HATS

CAN ARGLS TELL LS In part. The pathern and XINCHUE TRICKED A LEVEL SIX | A MIND IS A TERRIELE Indeed. He

WHO XINCHUE HAS BEEM syntax of the querigs INTELLIGENCE INTO TRIGGERING A | THING TO WASTE. has begun

TALKING TO, AND  Huoa- GUE

WHERE HE 1S NOW?2 yields an eighty-three punning again.
j point-hwo percent makch

to a licensed HU-six
inhelligence named
Ennasby.

majority portion of
Ennesby's brain was
destroyed during the Core

War. It is estimated that
he is now closer to level one.

I WAS CONCERMEDR THAT XINCHUE'S | | WORD CHOICE, 'KWEMNG, REPLACE
STORY HAR SOTTEN OUT, BUT WITH | | “SWEEP" WITH “COMPRESS,” “LNDER"
EMMESEY ABOARD THE TOWCH- | | WITH “INTO," AND SIVE ME
ANDP-80, EVERYTHING 15 STILL | | "MEUTRONILIM® IN PLACE OF THAT
CONTAINED, | | RATTY OLD "RUG."

Dur latest intel sugoesks
that Ennesby is serving as
Adjutant to Captain Haff
Tagon aboard the Touch

find-Go. 1

Admiral?

Ah. Wil it be Falling
la me to sweep this I shall ready the
under the rug, Ma'am? T big broom, Admiral.

HOW CAN YOU TELL? | Apparently I won huo loteries, an “Intelligence
of the Year” award, and a8 chance at Free cake

For me and seventy-Five aF my Friends. ‘,_.r-——‘

HEY, THAT'S ENOUGH CAKE FOR
EVERYEODY ON EQARD,

They probably know exacty
who went looking For the
inFormation and why.

We're running
receive-only now, and
Thurl passes everything
trough hwo anongmizers, bukb
they're shill looking For us.

[ 50... WE CAN'T COLLECT THOSE
LOTTERY WINNINGS?

There is no lothery. IFs
a Fake. IFs just bait.

These messages are braps.
IF we respond, they'll
know where we are.

B the Free cake IR
[

is real, right?
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TAG MENTIONED YOU AND
YOUR PRO.JECT

I TRY TO BLOW
WP MY LAB. HE TRIES TO

TOU ARE A CRAZY PERSON,
AND SHOULD EE KEPT AWAY
FROM ANYTHING EVEN

5AYS THE GUWY WHO WEARS
AMTIMATTER MEXT TO
HIS HEAD. -

OH, WE'RE JUST PLAYIN'
WITH EACH OTHER

STOP ME. SO FAR HE'S
WINMING.

REMOTELY EXPLOSIVE.
L=

HOW CAN HIDING NOT 1 DON'T GETIT.

HELP# ARE THEY GOING
TO FIND US?

ABDARD THE MERCENARY
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-&0. ..

Captain, we need to |
unload our cargo
immadiataly. Hiding
isn't helping.

- Eventually, yes, they will Find
us. But that's nat the point. The point is that
in short order they will Fgure out to whom we are
selling this cargo, and then we will Find oursehes.

Specifically, we wil
Find ourselves unable
to collect our pay.

YEEEARGH!
so 60 GO! NOW/
 NOW

THE Bony PouTic a
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e P

AMEAZSADOR, WE'RE HERE, |
AND WE'VE GOT THE CARG-

Captain, that is the
UH.5. BatHeplate
[Morakweng.

Fleet Admiral Manyara
Emm is tha commander
oF record.

TAG, CAM YOU GET

In the ancient Shona | \
USs QUT OF HERE? a S e

“Manyara” means "You have
been humbled.”

has me trachored.

Escape is nol an option, sir.
Teraport area-denial is in
effect, and the Morokuweng

CALL THE AMEASSADOR! SHE'S GOT
POLITICAL CLOUT, MAYEE
SHE CAN GET U5
OUT OF THIS.

lWe are being jammed, Captain. Short-range
5i:|h.|ruh|:| r hupnmul:ln interFaces.  LOIDNT EHOW

= P THEY COULD EVEN
DO THAT,

It Hingles, sir. But
nob in & nice way.
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THE BODY POLITIC PART V: COLLECTING

Admiral Emm s | | SHE DOESN'T WANT US Like whalt? the screams WHEN | WANT MOREID

ABOARD THE LIM.5. EMBASSY jamming us. | | CALLING OUT... AND of the dying? HUMOR I'LL TORTURE IT

VESSEL TERRA FIRMATOR. .. She's jamming | | SHE DOESN'T WANT us OUT OF YOU, HONEY,
HEARING ANYTHING!

WHAT'S THE MATTERE WITH THIS
THING? SOMEEQDY PATCH ME
THEOUGH TO SECRETARY
MANCALA,

evarything.

Captain, Hhey
are attempling
ho crush us.

Uouy don’t understand, sir. We are | WHAT AEQUT THE
tractored and bubblad. Thoy are | BREACHER MISSILES
pouring on the gravitic power, and =
beginning the process of crushing g7
this ship into neutronium.

»r—a I oxpect they
/< shall end up quite

compack, along with
: everything

ABTARD THE TOUEH-AND-60..

-

WE WON'T GO DOWN
WITHOUT A FIGHT!
FIRE ALL EREACHERS!

_Author’'s Commentary: The illustration techniques in_foday’s comic serve to... umm...
illustrate one of the chollenges of por’rroyln% g?rovmc combat. Consider -- unifield
shields protect against all_kinds of weaponry by leveraging projected fields, including

electromagnetic and gravitic.

These shields would have to be effective against weapons whose energy_queors in the
spectra of visible light. This in turn means that & shielded ship should not be visible, or should
at the very least bé hlcrghly distorted. While this would be quite easy to draw. (‘_‘Jrus’r scribble
something here, son. Il blur it in Photoshop, and the comic will be done!”) it would not

serve to tell the reader much about what is going on.

) B&/ the same token, the shadow cast ,b%/ the Touch-And-Go on the Morkweng is three
kinds of impossible. TAG's shields should disfort starlight preventing the penumbra, Kwenq’s
tractor field should distort whatever starlight goes around TAG, and Kweng's shields redlly
shouldn’t be allowing light to fall on the battleplate. In short, there should bé no shadow for
us to see, even if we could see through the shields to the Morokweng.

| suppose someday when I'm in a hurry I'll just drop a starfield into panels like this, black
some bits out, slap some distortion filters on the whole mess, and then ramble about how
uninteresting space combat is to look af.
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No. They're burning Eﬂuh'uhium cores will be depleted

e have a consumplion advantage. We're
projecting shields in close proximity, while
they're projecting gravy From six

klicks out. v

WAIT... 50 WE'RE
WINNING

Fuel Faster, but | /N Forty-eight seconds.
they've got a lof
more of it

f They could move
closer and destroy us
outright, but we might
5 squeeze oFf a shob or

two they couldn’t defect.
They're plauing it saFe.

HAVE SAID THAT BIT FIEST.
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THE ADMIRAL 15 JAMMING US, AND KILLING
TAGON. WHY? EECAUSE SHE WANTS TO
SILENCE HIM, AND CAN'T LET U5 HEAR

HIM BEFORE SHE FINISHES.

Xinchub talked... Tagon and
his crew have all those
dirty secrats...

y Breya, why are

THE LLN.5. EMBASSY VESSEL TERRA \ you running?

FIRMATOR IS5 A DECOMMISSIONED
BATTLESHIP. THE AL THAT USED
T BE INSTALLED HAS RETIRED.

What are
you doing?

THERE I5 AN AL ON BOARD,
HOWEVER. HE'S THE ONE IN
THE HANDSOME MEAT-SUIT.

I'M GRABEING THIS CONTROL STICK, ARD
HOPING IT'5 LONG ENOUGH. 1 NEED THE

LEVERAGE TO MOVE WORLDS WITH IT. I WANT TO ESTAELISH
CONTACT WITH THE

THE Bony PouTic
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(]
MORAL DILEMMA ABOARD THE CREW I'S BLISSFULLY OBLIVIOUS. THEIR FIRST INDICATION A oy
THE TOUCH-AND-60... THAT SOMETHING IS WRONG WILL BE INSTANT DEATH.. WHAT

TAGON SAYS WILL SHAPE THEIR LAST 22 SECONDS OF LIFE

CONSIDER., TASON HAS LESS THAN 30 SECONDS 1 ITT HAS BEEN AN HONOR, =
NOW BEFORE THE SHIFS DEFENSES FALL, AND . AND "MAKE YOUR PEACE
THIS ERISTS CAME ON 50 QUICKLY THAT ONLY : NOW™ LEAP TO MIND, BUT
HE. ENNESBY, AND TAS KNOW WHAT AWAITS, _ DO NOT MAKE THE £UT.
-  — |

THIS 1S TAKING LOHGER THAN T }
WOULD LIKE IT TO TAKE.

Party? Captain,
you Hed

INSTANT DEATH. HO PAIN,
HOTHING TO BRACE FOR. NO
POINT IN UPSETTING
EVERYEQDY. HO TIME
TO DO ALL THOSE
THINGS LEFT

OHN THE LIST.

TAGON, IF YOU CAN HEAR ME, | AMEASSADOR, HOW DID YOU

HEED AH INFODUMP NOWY BEREAK. THROUGH THE JAMMING?
EVERYTHING YOU HA HYPERNODES ARE STILL DOWH.
AINCHUB!

WELL, DID WE SHOULD 1 BE BETTING THAT
GET IT? I - This is He | | ADMIRAL EMM WON'T

i kind of secret that | | MURDER QUE ENTIRE
EMBASSY OVER IT?

Nat on your li... of
Let's just leave
it at "no, you
should nak.”

starts wars... wars
that only end with
. extinchion.

X SCHLOCK MERCENARY
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RIDICULOUS, TAGON SAID
WE'VE EEEN PAID AND IT'S

OH, HEY., NEW
BULKHEAD. |

I'M NOT ALLOWED TO BLOW UP MY LAB,
BUT WHEN THE CAPTAIN THROWS
A PARTY HE'S ALLOWED TO

[ 48040 e TOUCH-AND-60... ]

WHAT WAS THAT SOUNDPEDR LIKE
CRUNCH? RAMMING, SIR

I'M GONNA
MEEDR TO START
MEPICATING AGAIM.

Pl, THAT 15 SOMEBODY ELSE'S YEAH? WELL WHAT DO YOU SAY YOUR TRYSTS WITH I'M NOT READY TO

SHIP. STUCK N

AECUT OUR AIR LEAKING OUT? I'M BATHMAN. AND SANITY ARE ERIEF, / SETTLE DOWN, AND SHE

I CAN BREATHE .
N SPACE. AND LEAVE YOU SAYS SHE'S ALLERSIC TO

A FINE PIECE
\ OF PILOTING,
s ME.

UNCHANGED. MY COMIC-BOOK

Note: Obviously, Pi's. comic book collection includes a very late edition of Shortpacked!,
as any complete comic book collection should.

The student of modern comics will be interested to know that in 2426 Damyu-Willis GmbH
Ig)er etualrights-holders to the Shortpacked! franchise) acquired the last of the mothballed

C Comics properties in the settlement of a posmve%byzonhne copyright and trademark
case, and ’rheT_y were finally able to merge some of their more esoteric comic and video-
game properties.

B YT ——
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x
ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-
GO THE REPRIEVE BOUSHT
BY THE TERRA FIRMATOR'S

I've done all I can. Xinchub is no
longer aboard your ship, and your
accounts have been credited with
the agreed-upon payment.

Hello, Tagon.
Good work
collecting
Xinchub.

PETEM YOU'VE
w  GOT TODO
SOMETHING!

WHAT ABOUT THE BATTLEPLATE?
b ADMIRAL EMM WON'T TALK TO
U5, SHE LET LOOSE WITH
THE GRAVY ALMOST
A5 SOOMN AS WE
ARRIVED,

THE TEEEA FIRMATOR
RAMMED TO ASSIST, AND
HOW WE'RE EOTH TRAFPED,

YOU'YE GOT TO HELP US.

IVs complicated, and I'm keeping it secret. I like
you, but in the current political climate, that secret
is worth Far, Far more than your life.

Actually, I put the odds on
your surviving at around 02
percent.

Oh yes. But iF you do survive, I estimate a less-than-one

grcent chance of you being able to re-
: : o — KETTK

AS SOQOHN AS THE TERRA FIRMA TOR
RUNS OUT OF FUEL WE'RE ALL DEAD
ANYWAY, YOU MIGHT AS WELL TELL
ME 50 | DON'T DIE CURIOUS,

Recoup losses? Recaphure
your childhood? Reanimate
dead Friends and crew?

The Terra Firmalor ia shielding
both vessels, howover, and is
- Fully Fueled.

Tha Jouch-find-ba is af WY
poink-three-percent power.
Deck gravity only, no
shielding.

TERRA FIRMATOR IS DRY.
MAYBE WE CAM FINISH THIS
BEFORE THE FLEETMIND
STARTS YELLING AT LIS

CONTINUE CRUSHING LINTIL | The only way For anybody ba halk
through our jamming is with
missiles, Admiral.

" WHY T'D PREFER TO
NOT BE YELLED AT.
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AMBASSADOR AMDREYASM 15
GANBLING WITH THE LIVES
OF HER EMTIRE EMBASSY,

Former admiral.
Her military background
is apparent in this hactic.

MILITARYZ MILITARYZ SHE HAS
NO MILITARY BACKGROUND.
SHE IS AN ENTREPRENELR
WHO BLACKMAILED A DOZEM
GOVERMMENTS WITH A
POLITICAL LANDHIME.

Breacher beacon [
detected. Shall I
lgt it transmit? g

IFs simple texk: “Admiral
Emm. The Feetmind will nok
interfare in this dispute, but
we are watching.”

CAPTAIN, WHAT 15 GOING ON7
YOU MADE IT SOUND LIKE WE
WERE ALL CLEAR, AND
SUDDENLY WE'RE BEING
RAMMED!

IT'S A LONG STORY. MEET ME IN
THE TAC CORE, IF WE'RE EOTH
STILL ALIVE THEN, I'LL EXPLAIN,

TAG, WHAT 15 GOING ONF THE
CAPTAIM ISN'T MAKING SEMSE.

decided ho lie to the
crow, since thera
was nothing
anybody could

do about it

THE Bony PouTic

WE GOT RAMMED, TAG. THERE
ARE LOTS OF THINGS WE CAN
EE DOING ABQOUT THAT.

Just because the Feet they
gave her didn’t have a
batHeplate like yours does
doesn’t mean that she wasn't
a real admiral, Admiral.

N

Did you see what I did there?

Subty casting your criticism
as jealousy?

YES, YES. IT'S MUCH MORE
SUBTLE IF YOU PON'T FOLLOW
IT LUP WITH “SEE WHAT 1 ND2"

LET THEM WATCH. WE'LL
FINISH THIS IN ONE OF
THE BAYS.

Oh, hey.. there's more
text now: “e can

COOL. ITLL BE HICE TO HAVE SOMEBOCY
TO TALK WITH OVER HERE.

The ramming was nob the attack. The
ramming is the reason we are shill
alive right now.

'P your sister
says “helln” and

{ "please don't die."
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——————"| [6Y WHICH 1 MEAN "SEPARATE THEM |
ABOARD THE LIN.5. 84 TTLEPLA TE MOROKWENE... GO AHEAD AND FROM EACH OTHER, BUT KEEP

PULL THEM APART. THEM INPIVIDUALLY INTACT

Hoth the Terra

Firrmator and tha W
Touch-and-0o are -
now on emergency e |
power. They are ~/]
deFenseless, Admiral.

Oooh. I wish you'd
said that to start
with, Ma'am.

Its okay. I
still have all of

N L —
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HMMM.,.. THE STILL, NONE OF THAT SHOULD e Tl

E:."E‘EGT%?;."EE’E{,T Y iy : o _ BE TOO HARD TO FIX.

THE WORST OF IT IS THE
CONNING TOWEE.

I SURE WISH

= ¥ |'F 1couln woRrrY
THAT WAS KIND OF A A . - ¢ ABOUT THIS FROM
STUPID DESIGH, ANYWAY. . B |\ % INSIDE THE HULL,

SHUT DOWN THE CH, THIS 15
DECK. GRAVITY. NOT GOING
ARE INERTIICS TO BE FUN.
STILL ONLINE?

fI Hull contact with \
0 | the Terra Firmator A
\ has been broken,

e

mambars to brace
against possible acceleration.

l = Odd. It looks almosk They' bably haulin THAT HAKED OPTIMISM 15 ONE OF THE

ABOARD THE UN.S. EBASSY [ e s Morhuong started | us info o bay wharg fhay | THINGS T LOVE MOST ABOUT YOU.
VESSEL TERRA FIRMATOR.. ta shred us, and then |, can number the pleces
changed its mind. as they Finish tearing

us apart.
Colonel Herchak
is sweeping For
casualties. So Far
we've bean lucky.

I live For your
LIKE WE'RE MOVING, . subHe sarcasm.

THERE YOU ARE! ARE l THEQ... I'M NOT ., EESIDES... YOU LOOK REALLY
I'M HAPPY KHOWING
YOU OKAY? READY TO DIE. THAT YOU ARE THE LAST GOOD IN LOW GRAVITY.
PERSON I'LL SEE.

N

FOR NOW. TAG JUST WE'RE SUPPOSED
SAID WE HEED TO TO GET MARRIED, AND 1

WOULDHN'T GIVE
FOR A CAN OF WHIPPED
CREAM RIGHT HOW,

a SCHLOGK MEEGENARY

ERACE FOR ACCELERATION | THEN GET OLD ARD WRINKLY,




ASSET REVIEW.. I'VE GOT A My
SIDE-ARM, DOROTHY WIRE, ARD
ONE EPAULET GRENADE.

MY UNIFORM HAS
ENOUGH JUICE TO GET ME
OVER TO THAT BATTLEPLATE,
f AND I'M SMALL EHOUGH FOR
THEM TO COMPLETELY IGNORE ME.

THE BODY POLITIC PART V: COLLECTING

IT'S TIME TO
TAKE THE FIGHT
TO THE EHEMY.

Both vessels are in thruway 1|,J'T'I'm|,| have no missiles, no
Five, headed For bay eleven. beam weapons, no gravilics
I've shripped all high- whatsoever, and only
density power minimal liFe-support.

sources, and

bubbled a J-A

couple ofF J ]
i

Do you want me
to run an exhaustive
scan For chemical explosivas
and conventional weapons?

TOO SLOW. BESICES,
I POUET THEY CAM
MUSTER ENOUGH
OF THOSE TO MAKE
A PIFFERENCE

THE Bony PouTic

QKAY, I'M EIGGER THAN |
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THE LN 5. BATTLEFLA TE MORCKWENS IS REALLY. REALLY RIS, AND EVEN WITH ALL THAT SPACE GIVEN OVER TG
| THERE IS ROOM INSIDE IT FOR DOZENS OF CAPTTAL WARSHIPS. BERTH, DRYDOCK, FARBER, AND FOUNDRY, THERE
o J— 7 I5 ROOM FOR AN ENTIRE CITY OF CREW MEMBERS,
g s i ' . \ l\\ 5 : T NG

SOME OF THOSE CREW MEMBERS ARE SWEEFING ol - THIS IS A BY-THE-NUMBERS OPERATION, WITH PRISONERS
THE TOUCH-AND-£0 AND THE TERRA FIRMATOR 2 CALMLY ROUNDED UP AND ESCORTED TO HOLDING AREAS IN
L) THE MOROKWENE. THERE IS NO RESISTANCE TO SFEAK OF.

DON'T TAKE ANOTHER STEP, OR
T'LL BLOW WS ALL TO THE
KUMQUAT KINGROM!

y£ SCHLOCK MEERCENARY




THIS IS TEAM ET'quiIZ WE MEEL A | | Heh. Admiral, it turns out
GRAW BOTTLE FOR A NUTJOE | | one of the mercs has
MERCEMNARY SITTING IN A PILE guite a pile of... wait...

r.'JF _EI?QMEK. Roger, Tanis.  thal's not just..
s I've gat it ¥

L, contained.

Two tons of Boomex doped || Well.. that's what it was.
with six hundred kilograms -
of an antiproton-Fullerena ! }
makrix. =
| f
-
r =
‘rl
i M
How iF's a shaped
column of plasma that

will require ua ta Fle an
environmental impact statement.

ASSEMBLE THE PRISOMERS. I

I'M NOT AFTER INTELLIGENCE] 1 think he was just trying fo | HAPPYZ |
:?;IEL;CI SPEAK TO THEM

I'M AFTER SATISFACTION. blow himselF up, and maube
SOMEBOCY TRIED TO BLOW tah the Touch-find-0a with WWell.. he_saams happy.

UP MY 5P, him. The hale in our_hull was

a happy side-effect. _j/

Colonel Dehaans
has an entire company
of intalligence specialists.

Captain, you're alive! 1 WAS IN THE LIFT WHEN THE THEN A MASSIVE PLUME OF I- DID YOU SEE THAT HOLE 1
CONNING TOWER WAS DON'T-KENOW-WHAT PUNCHED MADEZ WEVE SOT 'EM ON
RIPPED FREE. 1G0T | OUT THE BACK OF THE SHIP, THE RUN, NOW!

_ EARELY. TOWED ALONG | THROUGH THE DRYDOCK, AND
WITH THE REST OF THE DEERIS. | OUT INTO SPACE, MISSED ME

= EY MAYEE FIFTY METERS.

That doesn't
sound so bad.

THE Bony PouTic
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HEY, WE GOT NEW CLOTHES. | THAT WOULD BE WICE. | || ESPECIALLY NOT ONE J THEN AGAIN, SUCH AN I'M HOT SURE
MAYEE THEY'RE GOING TO mﬁabfATH HAS

LETUSLIVE. — CoULD

LIVE WITH THAT. THING, ¥OG&.

IMMORTALITY,

WE FOUND THIS IN THE POOL,
COLOMEL. WE'VE SOT ITS
WEAPOMS, BUT THERE
WAL NO BODY ARMOR
TO COMFISCATE.

QOQOH, A CARBOSILICATE | HAVE "KWENG KEEP IT IN A GRAYY-
AMORPH. VEEY RARE, AND | BUEELE FOR ME. IT'S EXTREMELY
STILL WITH THE ORIGINAL | STRONG, EATS ANYTHING, AND 15

EYES, TOO. | IMMUMNE TO ALMOST EVERYTHING
SHORT OF EXTREME HEAT AND
EXTREME COLD.

STILL, I'VE GOT

SOME COCKETAILS THAT
SHOULD INDUCE COMPLIANCE.
OF DEATH. YOU KROW, WHICHEVEE,

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY
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L+ & —ﬂ—=—=— -
KEALASTAN, 1™ PRECINGT, ABOARD THE

Ian't it obvious?
WHERE 15 They're keeping us

in isolation.
‘--__ -

They're already planning to
Kill anybody who knows
too much. They're
trying o limit
™~ the damage
by isolating
me From
anybaody
I might
talk to.

LMN.5 BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENE. . . EVERYEODY?

UMHM... HONEY, HAVE \
YOU TOLD ME ENOUGH
THAT | ENOW TOO ]
MLUCH?

WHEN WE SAID "UNTIL DEATH
PARTS US" I DIDN'T EXPECT
IT TO END LIKE THIS.

As I recall we were on the run

From the U.N.5., sending
subversive messages, and
expecting death to come
suddenly and without

I don't think they care. Besides,
you know I know foo much, and
that may be too much
in and of itself.

RIGHT, SUDDENLY AND
WITHOUT WARNING...
HOT AFTER WAITING
AROUND FOR THE
EXECUTIOMER.

ADMIRAL, 1 VERY, VERY . GATHERING THE PRISONERS BREAKS ONE | [ T INTEND TO HAVE IF I'M GOING TO EXPERIMENT ON

STRONGLY ADVISE OF THE FIRST RULES OF EFFECTIVE | | THEM ALL EXECUTED THEM 1 NEED A CONTROL GROUP!

AGAINST THIS. INTERROGATION, YOU WILL | | ANYWAY, COLONEL.
CONTAMINATE THEM, AND | | WHY DOES IT maTTERZ

THEY WILL CONTAMINATE
EACH OTHER.

Heh. Maybe we'll get the best of
both worlds... we'll wait around
For the executioner, and then
suddenly the room
will explode.

IT'S MNICE TO SEE YOUW'RE
NOT BEING MOTIVATED BY
ANYTHING SILLY, LIKE THE
MILK OF HUMAN KINPMESS.

THE Bony PouTic
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ADMIRAL, PLEASE WE'VE GOT THEM
CONTAINED. THERE'S 50 MUCH MORE
WE CAN DO [F YOU'LL LET MY TEAM
INTERROGATE THEM IHDI\I'IDUAL'IJ_'.J

OKAY.,. 'KWENS, BELAY
MY ORPER TO ASSEMEBLE
THE PRISOMERS.

THAME YOUL | GUARANTEE
YOU WON'T REGRET
THIS, MA'AM,

ANE WHO |5 UNCERWRITING THIS
GUARANTEE OF YOURSZ WHAT IF 1
PO REGRET ITZ

e UMM,
I'M REASOHAELY
CONFIDENT THAT YOU
WON'T REGRET THIS, MA'AM,

Hello, Tag. I am the Mind of
the Morokuweng. You can
call ma ‘Hwang.

you going o be my |
expcultioner today? [

Let's not get shead af
purselves. I'm going o
guestion you. I have Full
hardware access, so your
cooperation is not

win I Feel
anything?

o

to separate you
From the meat.

Ak, Ennesby. I need L_lInI'nrrnnaHnn contaminakion.

Uou tell ma. (Hcmm.,, I think I Feal
We're done. vasty inFerior, and
= violated.

' —And indignant. I
also Feel indignant.

HOW DO YOU ENOW
THAT? HAVE YOU
EEAD OUR MIND ST

I've read your litHe HU-I

Ho, you both jusk
look stupid.

IT'S RESEMBLE,
SIR. DON'T MIX
METAPHORS.

1 RESEN
THAT REMARK.

mind, and you obviously
know Far mare than
these huo.

"KWENG READ EOTH TAG AND ) [
ENHESEY. THEY KHOW
EVERYTHING, AND EELIEVE

THAT THE AMORPH

DOES, TOO,

TO EEGIN INTERROGATING THE

MY COMPANY AND 1 ARE READY THE FIRST PRIORITY HAS
TO BE FINDPING XINCHUE,
HE COULD BE DISGUISED

AS ANY ONE OF THEM.

OFFICERS AHD CREW.

I've already Found him. He's calling
From the Fleetmind vessel Saifed
{laf=igs to ask iF you mind
iF he gloabs.

|

C—

-~

“=\@®
'

L

5 s
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TREASON FOR OH, T KHOW. THAT'S WHY 1 MAQRE SURE TO

PRINCIPLE RATHER SET PAID REALLY WELL FOR ENMBRACING
THAN PROFIT 15 STILL THESE PRIMCIPLES.

TREASON, GENERAL.

GEMERAL, WHAT ARE YOU DOINGZ
BESIDES COMMITTING TREASON,
OF COURSEZ

HELLO, ADMIRAL. HOW
SOES YOUR LITTLE
SECRET-KEEPIMNG
EXPEDITION TODAY?

I'f HANDING
PROJECT LAZ'R'US _
AND THE FUTURE OF OUR .

RACES TO SOMEONE WHO 15—~
NOT COMPLETELY INCOMPETENT.

THE Bony PouTic
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THESE SEVENTY-TWO MERCENARIES MAY
EE HARDENED KILLERS WITH HEADS FULL
OF EVIL SECRET 5, BUT THEY'RE ALSO
LIVING, EREATHING PEQPLE WITH HOPES,
DEEAMS, AHD ASPIRATIONS.

WE HAVE A LONG, WINDING ROAD OF
HURT EEFORE US, AND NO CHOICE
BUT TO WALK IT EAREFOOT.

QOWVER THE HEXT THIRTEEN DAYS, YOU WILL TRANSFORM EACH OF THESE
UNIQUE SOPHONTS INTO A QUIVERING EUNDLE OF OVER-
STIMULATED HERVE TISSUE, AT THE SAME
TIME ERUISING YOUR OWMN FEET

OH THE STONES OF “THIS
HURTS ME MORE THAN
IT HUETS YOU."

YOU WILL EMPATHIZE,
YOU WILL CARE. YOU WILL HATE
YOURSELF FOR SHARPENING YOUR EMPATHY
AND CARE INTO SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, FOR EXCISING THE
TUMORS OF TREASOMN AND TREACHERY. YOU WILL WEEF AS INTELLECTS ARE
DISTILLED INTO INTEL, AND YOUR PATIENTS REDUCED TO SOULLESS, MOSTLY-
ORGANIC HUSKS, YOU WILL SEE YOURSELVES THEQUGH THEIE EMPTIED EYES AS MONSTERS.

LET'S GO

HAVE SOME
. FUN

——

AND [N THOSE DARKEST INTROSPECTIVE 1 OFFER HO SOLACE, THERE 15

MOMENT S ¥OU WILL DESPISE YOURSELVES. HO REDEMPTION.

BECAUSE YOU WILL ENOW WITH A CERTAINTY

THAT XOU ENJOY YOLIR WORK. WE... ALL OF U5,
d WE ARE THE DAMNED.

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY
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GOT A REALLY GOOD FEELING
ABCUT THIS, WE CAN LAY LOW,
AND BE FINE.

WE'RE GOING TO BE QKAY, I'VE | HOHEY, ] DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE FEELING,

EUT THERE'S HO WAY
THEY CAM LET US LIVE.

AND IT'S NOT JUST THAT... THEY
HEED TO KNOW EVERYTHING WE
KHOW, I'VE ANALYZED THOSE
HANITES. 1 SAVED SOME DATA
FEOM OUR CLD DOC'S CRYOKIT.

WHY, THE
INFORMATION IH
MY HEAD ALOME.

THAT IS HOT
LAYING LOW,
SWEETIE. THE
GO0D FEELL

NG
15 GOING AWARAY.

HEY! TORTURER! PICK. ME FIRST!
PICK. ME PICK ME PICK. MEEEE!

CALLING THEM!

PICK. ME! OU KNOW YOU WANT| [ TRUST ME, THED. | 1 WILL HOT LET | [ IGNORE THE WOMAN! ON? NO. THIS 15 UM YEAH. T'LL
ME FIRST, NOT ANYEODY ELSE. | | THIS 15 BEST. YOU SACRIFICE | | YOU WANT ME! ERING IT: MY FIGHT, B0 AHEAD AND
: . YOURSELF TO START WITH

STOP IT! STOP SAVE ME. THAT OHE.

YOU ASKER TO
S0 FIRST, MIss?

1 DID, BUT YOU'RE NOT THE ONE | WANT,
I'LL ONLY HAND MYSELF OVER TO A REAL
- TORTURER. A SCIENTIST WHO
KHOWS THE ART, AND WHO
HAS A TASTE FOR A
CHALLENGE

YOU WON'T BE MUCH

OF A CHALLENGSE. ,.-"‘

HAH! SAYS THE GUY WHO CAN'T EVEN MAKE EYE
CONTACT LEST HE LOSE TRACK. OF MY HEAVING
EQSOM. YOU'VE EEEN GETTING STUPIDER

EVER SINCE YOU TRIED TO HIT PUBERTY,
AND PUBERTY HIT BACK.

HAP, WHY DON'T YOU GO
& AHEAD AND TAKE LUNCH. THE
COLOMEL WANTS THIS OME,

HELLO, DOCTOR 1 AM DELIGHTED | | AND WHY, PRAY TELL, ARE YOU DELIGHTED?
BUNNIGUS. T AM TO MAKE YOUR | | YOU'VE CORRECTLY DISCERNED THE NATURE
COLOMEL DEHAANS. AWU%IEIE:"EE. OF MY RESPONSIEILITIES HERE. YOU ASKED

FOR A TORTURER WITH A TASTE FOR A{

THE Bony PouTic

I WANT TO MAKE
A DEAL. I HAVE
SOMETHING YOU
WANT.

HOW 15 THAT A CHALLENGEY 1 GET
WHAT [ WANT ALL THE TIME, AND

HEWER REED TO MAKE DEALS. [
HOW... SHALL WE BEGIN?

QOOH. MAYEE 1 GOT
THE WROHNG GUY,
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COLOMEL, [ MISSPOKE. | DON'T FOU WANT A CHALLENGE. YOU | | ACTUALLY, DOCTOR, 1 BUT KEEP TRYING TO EXPLAIN. YOUR GROWING
HAVE WHAT YOU WANT. | KNOW DON'T ENJOY THE ROUTINE DO ENJOYIT, PANIC PUTS A SMILE ON MY FACE.
WHAT YOL WANT. HORROR OF QUESTIONING, i
ABUSING, AND MINDRIPPING

THE CONDEMNED.

WHAT'S SOING ONZ 'KWENS | ADMIRAL... | HAVE OF RATHER, | HAVE YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE - WITH ANY LUCK,
SAYS THAT YOUW'VE STOPPEDR A PROPOSAL. | ACCEPTED A PROPOSAL, J| SOMEBODY IS SETTING _ SOMEEQDY

THE INTERROSATIONS. WHICH | WOULD LIKE MARRIED.
TOPROPOSEIN

TURN TC YOU,

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY
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KEALASTAN, 1™ PRECINGT
DETENTION, ABOARD THE
BATTLEFLATE MOROKWENE

THEG, HONEY? WOULD

YOU LIKE TO GET

MAREIED?

MO TRICK. I WILL PERFORM
THE CEREMONY.

VERY MUCH 50, 15 THIS SOME |
KIND OF A TRICK? I
! — i

|

FIME. YOU'RE

AND YOU WANT TO
MARRY HIM BACKZ

MARRIED.

B MY AUTHORITY AS

YOU ARE JOINTLY |

UMDER THE MEW UNIFORM REVEMUE |

REALLOCATION COCE, CHAPTERS SIXTEEM
IROWEH FORTY-OME-ELEVEM, INCLUSIVE.

PE
THE COMMANDER OF THIS FLEET,
NCORPORATED

SORRY THAT WaS SO
QUICK, BUT MY PARENTS
WERE ORTHODONX LAS
VEGANISTS

THE MOMITORS IM THIS CELL
WILL BE OFF FOR THE MEXT
TWENTY-TWO MINUTES. THAT'S
YOUR HOMNEYROOM, IF YOU

WANT OME.

WALL DOESN'T HIT ME ON
MY WAY OUuT.

Note: Emm’s parents were indeed Orthodox Las Veganists, First Church of The King,

Thankyouverymuch.

: : 1 TOLD THE ADMIRAL ABOUT HOW
SEVENTEEN MINUTES TE-IEK’I’LFI‘_L:E'LHSE CONSCICUSHESS 1S MOVED, AND
LATER WHAT WE'D OBSERVED IN THE

US. PROJECT | | MOVING AND RESTORATION

¥ LAZ'R'US IS A
PRETTY ElG
DEAL.

DEAL. | SUGGESTED
AN ALTERMATIVE.

WOULD BE TOO TIME-
CONSUMING, AND WAS
TOO EXFERIMENTAL.

SHE COMPLAINED THAT IT § 50O [ WINKED AT DEHAANS, AND
HE SAID *1 WAS GOING TO
EXPERIMENT ON THEM
ANYWAX.."

OF MEMORIES.

IDIDN'T CUT A

THEN... 1 OFFERED HER OUE
MEMOCRIES IN PLACE OF QOUR LIVES.

THE Bony PouTic

TOUR DELIVERY
WOULD BE FUNNIER
IF MY BREAIN WASH'T
PARET OF THE PUNCHLINE.




THE BODY POLITIC PART V: COLLECTING

WE DIDN'T EXCHANGE YOWS.

DO YOU KHOW WHAT MINE ARE?
1

_-'_'ﬁ&

TO BE HICE TO ME, AND ALWAYS
TELL ME I'M PRETTY?

CLOSE. | WOULD SWEAR TO PUT
AHEAD

——

LONG AS IT INCLUDES YOU BEING

OOH, | LIKE THAT BETTER. AS

HICE TO ME, AND ALWAYS
TELLING ME I'M PRETTY.

MORALLY OPPQSED TO HAVING
MY MIND AND MEMORIES
ALTERED, EVEN TO
SAVE MY LIFE.

AEQUT THOSE YVOWS, SEE.. I'M

YOU'VE GOT ME PLAYING ADAM
TO YOUR EVE. 1 CAN KEEP ONE

FRUIT,” BY HOT EATING IT.

OR | CAN KEEP ANOTHER
COMMANDMENT, “CLEAVE
TO YOUR WIFE,” EY EATING
THE FRUIT WITH YOU, AND
STAYING WITH YOU THROUGH
ALL OF THE CONSEQUENCES.

CAPTAIN TAGOM, I'M
ADMIRAL EMM. YOUR
INTERROGATION WILL
COMSIST OF A SINGLE
GUESTION:

BUT HOW THAT WE'RE MARRIED,

COMMANDMENT, "DON'T EAT THE

LOTS OF PEOPLE WONDER
IF ADAM MADE THE RIGHT
DECISION, 1 THINK HE DID,

BEUT I DOUET I'M STRONG
ENOUGH TO DO THE SAME.

0
[
’ &Eﬁ“.

APPLE WHILE HE SLEPT, AND EAM!
HE WOKE UP WONDERING WHY HE
HEVER EEFORE HOTICED HE WAS HAKED.

OH. PROELEM SOLVED.
ADAM TELLS GOD THAT THE
SERPENT FORCE-FED HIM AN

THESE EVEMTS?

WHICH WOULE YOu
CHOOSE: PEATH FOR
YOU AND YOUR ENTIRE
CREW, OR A FORCED
ALTERATION OF ALL
YOUR MEMORIES OF

1 HOPE THE HEW MEMORIES
YOU GIVE U5 ARE DECENT
OHES.

I'VE SEEN TOO MUCH BAD TY WHERE

THE HERO WAKES UF WITH HEW
MEMORIES, FINDS INCONSISTENCIES,
AND UNDERTAKES A& QUEST
THAT GETS HIM BACK
INTO THE SAME
MESS HE WAS

I'VE ALREADY LIED TOQ THEM
FOR THEIE OWHN GOOD. 1

MIGHT AS WELL LET 'EM
HAVE NEW MEMORIES.

S000 ANSWER. WHEN WE FINISH
REWRITING YOUR HISTORY, YOL'LL
STILL BE THEIR GAP‘TAIM

OH MY GOOPHESS,

SHOULD SAVE OURSELVES
SOME TROUBLE AND JUST
KILL ALL OF YOu
RIGHT AWAY.

YOU'RE RIGHT! WE \[_-

ACTUALLY, MO, YO WILL
FORSET YOU SAIR
ANYTHING.

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY
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THE MEMORIES WE

A CREW MEMEER? WHY? WAS
IMPLANT WILL NOT ALL BE[ SOMEEOQDY KILLED WHEN YOU
PLEASAMT, CAPTAIM. YOU | RIPPED EITS OFF OF MY SHIP?

HOBOCY HAS BEEM KILLED. WE
DECIPEDR TO KEEP OME OF YOUR
CREW FOR FURTHER STLDY.

WILL REMEMBER DEFEAT,
CAPTURE, AMD THE LOSS
OF A CREW MEMBER

y [

. -

55
-

y

IT MISHT BE MORE
PLEASANT IF YOU COULD
FORGET HE EVER EXISTED, BUT
THAT'S TOO RISKY. YOU WILL JUST
HAVE TO SUFFER THE MEMORY OF

LOSS, GRIEF, AND ALL THAT PAIM.

HEY, WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, WHY DON'T YOu
HAVE U5 ALL REMEMEER EEING TORTURED.
WE COULD EVEN REMEMEER WANTING f_-‘]
TO FORGET.

THATS... MTWII.I.‘!'

MEANWHILE NEAR THE HELLO, SGEMERAL.

g 1 ALMOST DIDN'T

AR RECOGNIZE YOU.
NICE HEAD.,

SURPRISED TO
SEE MEZ

bk N

I HAD TO RESORT TO THE
OLE "HAT ANC SUNGLASSES”
TRICK.

I COUBT THAT'S
THE EXTENT OF
YOUR CHICANERY, ————————

WELL.. I @Ip PAY A
MOMEY FOR THE H'J‘IT

A LITTLE, PETEY SAIC | | T KILLEC* THE KING WITH

THE TEAM HE HIRED TO | | HIS OWN SECURITY 'BOT!
FIND YOU CAME BACK | | EVERY GOVERMMENT ASENT,

EMPTY-HAMNDED,

BOUNTY HUNTER, COP, AND |
CONCERMED CITIZEN OM
YOMING WANTED TO
FINE ME

1 CION'T WANT
TO BE FOUND.

@o

AND.. 1 HAD THE ENTIRE
PRANDIAL PETTY CASH

ACCOUNT IN MY POCKETS
FOR ASSORTED BRIBES.

OKAY. AND T LEFT A TRAIL
OF MAYHEM ACROSS THREE
CONTINENTS, A SPACEPORT,
AND TWO DIFFERENT
PASSENGER LIMERS.

THE Bony PouTic

IF YOU EVER HEAR A “GHOST
LIMER® NEO-LEGEMD FEATURING
A PURPLE VAMPIRE AND A SHIP FLLL
OF CORPSES, THEY'RE EXASSERATING.\
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I'M A LITTLE SURPRISEC YOU
WENT THROUSH WITH IT,

LETTING YOUR ROBOT SHOOT

MY HEAD OFF2 THERE WAS
HOTHING TO IT. I PECICEC 1
DION'T WANT TO TEST "NOT
CYING," BUT IT HAL ME
OUTCLASSED.

LAZ'R'US TO THE FLEETMIMEG.

ACTUALLY, 1 WAS TALKING
ABOUT SELLING PROJECT

YOU KHOW, TREAFOU

I THINK IT WOULE HAVE HUET LESS IF 1
HAPN'T TRIED TO PODPSE, AND SOTTEN

CUT IN HALF FOR MY TROUBLE.

AND HOW YOU'RE
POPSING ASAIN.

GALACTIC "CIMILIZATION® AS
WE KMOW IT 15 AROUND
20,000 YEARS OLD. HUMANITY
HAS BEEM PART OF IT FOR A
PALTRY THOUSANC YEARS.

YEARS, AND THEY TRACE THEIR

HOW REWINC.. THE GATEKEEPERS, OF F'SHERL-
GANNL.. THEY'VE BEEN BUILPING SALACTIC
CIVILIZATION FOR A HUNDPRED THOUSAND

SOME SIX MILLIOW YEARS. SOME OF THEM ARE

ALMOST 20,000 YEARS OLD.

BUT HERE CONME THE HUMANS,
¥ UPSETTING THE ORDER OF THINGS,
{ SCREWING UP A HUNDRED THOUWSAND

YEARS OF WORMGATE CONSTRUCTION...

SAVING THE

ROOTS BACK

PERSPECTIVEZ THAT'S JUST WHAT WE HLIMANS HAVE THE S8
LEAST OF. OUR LIFESPANS ARE MINLSCULE, AND OUR
CULTURAL MEMORY TINY WHEN COMPARED TO WHAT

WE HAVE BEEM SEEKING TO CHAMGE.

WE DECICE WE MEED TO BE

IMMORTAL. BUT WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT
WILL HAPPEM IF WE MAKE THAT CHANGE.

EVEM THE OLDEST ANC

YOU'RE INTERRUPTING ME.

I'M PUTTING THINGS IN
: PERSPECTIVE.

COMPARED TO THE
TIMESCALES WE'RE
PEALING WITH.

A LETTING YOUMGE PEOPLE RUN THIS LOMNGEWTY 8
SRR WISEST AMONG LS IS MO | PROJECT IS LIKE PUTTING VESETARIANS IN
MORE THAN AN INFANT | CHARSE OF A BARBECUE.

1 HAD SOME GRILLED
CORN ONCE. IT.. LIMM...
MADE A NICE SIDE-DISH.

I S0L0 MY SOUL A LONG TIME
ASQO, BELIEVING THAT I WAS
HELPING HUMANITY, AND ALL
OUR TERRAM COLISIMS.

I'vE POME ALL KINDS OF
ATROCIOUWS THINGS, AND
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE
I STARTED TO ENJOY THEM.

R
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Upu're not going to get a straight story oot | | Yes, but it is battered, hwisted, and When you stop being ploased
of Xinny here. Nob until he's done a Int/-" drenched in the blood of the l by Hhat we'll khow you're
more soul-searching. innocent. making progress.

AT LEAST YOU'RE
COMCEPING THAT
I'VE GOT A SOUL.

r

"WIPER AIMS2® THAT SOUNCY

I la h k rl ion For Ob'enn
was able to adapt an early version For =] N AR,

physiology and brain chemistry but I needed
tha wru latest updntn: Fnr my wider aims.

Laz'F'us was an amazing
breakthrough, but it dldnr
ga Far nnnunh 3 d

0Oh, that reminds
me! I need to
shoot anather
missile ab that
Battieplate.

lWith Xinny's nannies,
I'va been able to adapt versions
For Unioc, Fobol'r, Uhorwed, Frellent,
Wogni, Tetri, and Hreely physiologies.




OM, I'VE CHLY
JUST STARTED, :] Ej

ADAPTATION OF THE LAZ'R'US

THE TOUCH AND G0 WILL REQUIRE A BIT
OF TRIAL AND EREOR. THERE MAY BE
SOME PERMANENT DAMAGE, ESPECIALLY
AMONG THE RARER SPECIMENS.

PROTOCOLS TO THE NON-HUMANS FROM |

AND AS 1 TOLD YOU EARLIER,
DOING THIS TO THE AMORPH 15
QUT OF THE @UESTION. THAT
CREATURE 15 FAR MORE
WALUABLE AS A RESEARCH
SPECIMEN. I'M KEEPING HIM.

COMMODPORE BHOTSL PLAYS AN
AMUSING SAME WITH ME. AT

LEAST, I SWPPOSE IT TO BE

AMUSING FOR HIM. T wouLp
NOW LIKE TO PLAY IT WITH
YOu. IT 15 CALLED “so00
HEWS, BAD MEWS.”

LUMM... | KNOW THIS
GAME WELL, ADMIRAL.
I'D RATHER HOT PLAY.

(f’.‘,

':'." a iy
= |

THE SO0 MEWS IS THAT THE FLEETMING JUST SENT |
WS WHAT THEY CLAIM TO BE "EVERYTHING YOLU'LL
MEER TO ARAPT LAZ'R'US TO A WIPE RANGE OF
SOPHONTS.” TAGON'S ENTIRE ROSTER IS COVERED.

—/

.

(X,

EUT... | WAS LOOKING
FORWARD TO FIGURING
THIS OUT FOR MYSELF.

THAT'S HALF THE FLN!

OH, WAIT... WHAT'S

YOU ARE SIVING THE
AMORPH BACK, I CUT
AN APDITIONAL DEAL.

And | was really locking Fwaji&h
breaking Free and eabing uou

THIS IS AMLSING.

ADMIRAL! | WAS REALLY
LOOKING FORWARD TO
EXPERIMENTING ON HIM!

ADMIRAL, PLEASE!
GARKEJSMCATE AMORPHS
RE MIRACLES OF
EIO= EHEIHEERIHG BEUT
THEY'RE INCREDIBLY RARE,

THE CHAMCE
TO TAKE ONE
APART WON'T
COME AGAIN
SOON,

WITH PROJECT LAZ'RUS.

g )

SORRY, COLONEL. YOU'LL | | wHO's THIS? J THIS IS VOB, HE'S COMING | | DON'T WANT TO BE

HAVE TO HOPE ANOTHER =/ ON AS A SENIOR ADVISOR. Y\  ANYBODY'S BOSS,
ONE COMES YOLIR WAY, b, - IF HE WORKS OUT, HE maY BUT I'M A HUNDRED
T'VE CUT A DEAL FOR L O END UP AS YOUR BOSS. JAND FIFTY THOUSAND

SOME WILLINS HELP . A TIMES YOUR AGE, SO

| PROBABLY DO HAVE
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THE BODY POLITI

PART VI. THANKS FOR THE MEMORIE

| FOUND A POTENTIAL EMPLOYER WHO NEEDED
MY EXPERTISE. MY SEILL SET IS SO RARE, AND

:F‘I'ha:msmm:ts like Eherk ite
mercen, we S0

fFond of. Y —

MAYBE, BUT THE

PAY IS A LOT

BETTER.

| WAS ABLE
NAME MY SALARY.

WITH ME
|/ ADVISING THEM,
| CAN HELF THESE
JUNICE RACES AVOID

b

Lalking about. Once
I'm outta here, 'm

nna Find you, kill
g@%uandgaiqnu

YOU'RE RIGHT,
WE'RE HOT. 1
STILL HEED TO EDIT
YOUR MEMORIES, AND
ALIGHN THEM WITH
THOSE WE WILL BE
PEOVIDING FOR THE
REST OF YOUR
PATHETIC COMPANY,

OH, WAIT, YOU DON'T REMEMEER
ANY OF THAT YET. HANG ON.

I'LL &0 GET THE ElG NEEDLE...
WE ARE GOING TO HAVE
HAD SUCH GOOD TIMES.

” ME? BUT
1 THOUGHT WE
WERE FRIENDS.

ALL THOSE GOOD
TIMES WE SHARED... DID
THEY MEAN HOTHING?

THE FIRST STEP, DOCTOR, 15
INJECTING YOU WITH LAZ'R'US J
BLOOD-HANNIES.

THEY WILL TAKE A COUPLE OF
DAYS TO PURGE COMPETING
HANNIES OUT OF YOUR S5YSTEM,
EEPOPULATE THEMSELVES, AND
DO A FULL READ OF YOUR MIND.

WHY THE SCARY HARDWARE? EL__] | THE INJECTOR HAS A FACE ON IT,
IT'S JUST AN INJECTION. /—py—r AND THE TINY MOUTH KEEPS
arre 1 DOms KHomY | WHISPERING “YOU MIGHT AS WELL
WHAT YOU'RE TALKING | | STAFT TALKING NOW.
ABOUT.

CH, THAT. THAT'S
JUST GOOD ADVICE.

CAPTAIN, YOU AND YOUR
SEVENTY-ONE INJECTIONS LATER.. | CREW HAVE ALL GOT LAZ'R'US
HANKNIES HOW. IT WILL TAKE A
COUFLE OF DAYS FOR THEM
TO FULLY EMBED.

L YOU'RE CONFINED TO

KGALASTAM, BUT YOU'RE
WELCOME TO MAKE YOURSELF
AT HOME... AT LEAST UNTIL IT"5 TIME
FOR US TO RE-WRITE YOUR MEMORIES.

THE Bony PouTic

WHAT'S TO STOP US FREOM
ACTIVATING THE “EUNT
SUPER-S0LDIER™ MODE AND
BUSTING OUT OF HERE?

I'M 50 GLAD I'M NOT GOING TO
REMEMEER ASKING THAT QUESTION.




MEMOR

'KWENG WILL SIVE
YOU THE RAW DATA.

M Four DAYS LATER,
| azoarD THE UNS.
BATTLEPLATE
MOROEWENE..

QUR SUBJECTS ARE

YOU HAVE SCEIPTS

HERE'S A SUMMARY.

[ SUILTY. GLAD
TO BE ALIVE,
BUT SUILTY.

HMMM... WHAT HAPPENED

ALL PREPPED, AND | | UNTIL WE WANTED TO FORGET" THEME KWENG
THE INTERFACES | | SUGGESTED? I LIKED THAT ONE. POKED T00 Y THAT IGNORANCE
ARE IN PLACE, DO — [ MANY HOLES IM IT. REALLY 1§ BLISS.

TO THE “WE WERE T

BUT... THIS ONE 15 ALMOST
PLEASANT.

FOR THEIR HEW
MEMORIES?

HE ASSURES ME
THAT THIS 15 MUCH
MORE COMSISTENT,

HOW 15 HE,
DOCTOR?

ASE HIM
WE'RE D

EITHER BE HANO-CHOW OR
FIRATE CHUM,

HEY, ALL YOU DID WAS SLILD
THE EQME, VOG SET IT OFF,
ANHD IF HE HADN'T, WE'D ALL

YOURSELF,
OHE WITH THE

RECK -DOWHN REBUILD.

)

I CAN'T BELIEVE
MY REMOTE

EUT YOUR DOPED EQOMER DID. YOU
OHE-SHOTTED THAT PIRATE LAMPREY
RIGHT OFF QUR STERN AND [NTO
OELIVION,

£ |50 commanoer
Q{V]H ANDrevASN pIP &€
THE CHARGE SHAPED.

BARELY. HE SAYS IF TAG HADN'T
GOTTEN HANO-INFECTED IT
WOULD HAVE EEEN EASY.

ANTWAY, THE YOMINGANS GAVE US ALL
MEDALS YESTERDAY. AND THEN TOLD US

'?T!-IE?' DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO PUB‘LIG..?
ADMIT THAT SOMEBODY PLANTED A
TERRORE WEAPON IH THEIR KING.

THEY'D DENY EVER HAVING DONE IT, -~

YOU GOT A MEDAL
... AND A PAY RAISE.

1 ALMOST BLEW UP THE
SHIP, SIR!

OFFICERS CAN GET
AWAY WITH THAT EIND
OF THING... LIEUTENANT.
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POCTOR BUMMISLS WAS
SUCH A FEAUTIFLL BRIDPE.

GOTTOD

THE WHOLE WEDDING
WAS WONDERFUL. I'M
GLAD THEY FINALLY

ANYTHINGE r_l

O THAT.

MEMOR

EESIDES YOU
SMUEEZING MY
HANDT OH YEAH,

| FELT THE SUESONICS COMING OFF OF
THAT ONE HUHNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT
FOOT STOP. 1 DIDN'T THINK THEY
ALLOWED WEAPONS IN EI-ILIR-‘.'I-I.J

FRITHIIFENG O
your pocent

YEAH... HE REMIND'S ME OF AN QLD FAMILY
DOCTOR. YOU KNOW, THE KIND THAT
WENT QUT OF STYLE EACK IN THE

LATE TWENTY=NINTH?

... THE CONNING TOWER 15 SCRAP, . AND DID | MENTIOHN THAT WE'RE
STILL HOT DOME PATCHING UP

AND FAEBER TWO 13 VAPOR, WITH

A CRUNCHY, SLAGGED SHELL WHERE | THAT HOLE SHUFGAR PUNCHED IN
THE EULKHEAD S USED TO EE.

OUR FORWARD BLADE?

EVEN IF WE START EY

EEEUILDING FAEEER TWO, THESE
REPAIRS COULD TAKE MONTHS.

MAKING HOUSE-CALLS, AND
SITTING DOWHN TO DINNER
WITH THE FAMILY
AFTEEWARDS.

WE'RE IN ONE OF THE BIGGEST
MOBILE DEYDOCKS THE LLN.5.
HAS, CERTAINLY IT WON'T
TAEE MONTHS.

“I'VE HEVER SEEN A CASE OF THE
VAPORS AS SEVERE AS MISTRESS
PEASWHISTLE'S. @UITE TERMINAL, 1
A, EXPECT. PASS THE SOUP, PLEASE.”

50 WE'LL BE SPENDING MONEY
LIKE WATER, THEN.

THE ULH.5. CUT ME A "REPAIR
COUPON,” SIGNED EY SOMEECDY

HAMED “EMM.” DRINK UP, ME
HEARTIES! WE'VE WATERED DOWN
THE GROG WITH COLD, HARD CASH,

A THEY'VE EEEN AWAKE
FOR ABOUT SIX HOURS,
Frre—  EUT THEY ALL BELIEVE
¥ THEY'WE BEEN TREATED LIKE
HEROES FOR THE LAST WEEK.

THEY KHOW YOU QHLY EY REPUTATION,
AND THEY THINK I'M THE NICEST, MOST
HELFFUL DOCTOR THEY'VE EVER MET.

DIC YOou SEE THE
SIZE OF THE CHECK
I HAD TO WRITEZ

THE Bony PouTic

IF YOU CAN'T FIGURE QUT HOW TO PARLAY FIXING THEIR
SHIP INTO SOME DIRTY JOE OR ANOTHER, NO AMOUNT
OF LONGEVITY TREATMENT CAN KEEP YOU
FEOM FEELING YOUR AGE.

1

oy

OH, THAT WAS CLEVER
NOW, WHERE DID T PUIT

HY KNITTING MEECLES?




THE BODY POLITIC PART VI: THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

ODD. IT'S PACKED FULL
OF... SCHLOGK. A CHUNE, OF
TOU, IT LOOKS LIKE IT WAS

SQUEEZED IN THEOUGH A
TINY HOLE [N THE BACK.
DID YOU GET HIT IN THE

ASSTMILATING GLD,

to rewrite a bunch of my ron me, and kill all of my

’J Colonel DeHaans is about | [ He wanted to experiment
Friends,

memories, and make me
think he's my Friend.
| | He's net. —

k

! Hey, me. I'm Ealking

to myself, so | can
remember the conversation,
and where Fhis sbufF came From.

So.. whalever uou
decide Fo do, no
blabbing.

Here are the memories. I'm
sbuFFing ‘em in muﬁagg,

then Furgd:b
br

eues prn
chken.

Iy genna be




MMM... NOTHING LIKE
CLASSICAL MUSIC ARD
RUNNING WATER TO
SO0THE THE S0UL.

Mo cameras in yer Fancy
shower, loud music plaing..
perfect.

I'm scrry, but | don't have
time te gleak.
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MOR

Hello, ‘Hweng.
I'm The Fleetmind,
but you can call

I know who you are. Go
away. You're not supposed
ta be here.

I'm not going to suborn
you or anything. I just
need to read the memories
uou gave Tagon's Toughs.

lWhy don't you just take
them, like you took Colonel
DeHaans?

b

Bretending to be surprised
is the oldest trick in the
book, Patay.

Ah. OF course. Ho
way Hhat'll Fool gow.

I don't Force mysell
on other intelligences.

Unluabla? Ugs, Bul he means
everything o his wifa,
Ambassador Andreyasn.

I let him stand whera he
was the most appreciated.

Ugs, I read that
From Haban before we
allered him. Why did you
It him go? He's valuable.

She's still alive, and they're
still married, right?

Oh yes. Only minor hugaks ho

Good. IF you'd
changed that, I would
have to ask For him back.

‘Hweng, go ask Admiral Emm
iF you can release those
memory scripts to me.

5o I can play along, of
course. I don't want o
accidentally spill tha beoans,
and have the U.A.5. hunking
my Friends again.

Why do you need them?

Oh. We thought you were
discarding them, the way
you stood aside and lef us
take them right out From
under your nose.

Captain Tagon's new mercenary
charter is on File with Admiral
Emm. He's indebled to the LN.S.
For timely rescue, and
restaration ol his
derelict ship.

And that's all you
really need to know.

expect From uyou, now.

them keep their new memories, all you need ko
do is stay out of their lives. IFs what they

That's not quite how it
happened.

Too bad. That's
what they remembar.

Thus ends Book 9, The

Body Polific.

Be nice o them.

They are
mercenaries.
We're going o
employ them.
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This is Schlock. He is an amorph.

That means he has one mouth,
as many hands as he wants, and no butt.
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What did Schlock find in the weapons locker?
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This is a Strohl Munitions BH-209 Plasgun, also
called a plasma cannon. It is powered by a two-
stroke pocket fusion generator from Striggs &
Bratton, and makes scary noises and pretty lights.
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Help Schlock find his
commanding officer.

Using the
plasma cannon
to vaporize walls
is cheating!
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If you find a plasma cannon, you should
go and get Mom or Dad
right away.




They will cheerfully reward you for being such a
responsible child. They may even raise your allowance!




If you are responsible enough, maybe Mom
and Dad will let you have a plasma
cannon of your very own!




~— "

Who is coming to sue Schlock for having
a plasma cannon?




Never point a plasma cannon at anything
you want to keep.
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Never put a plasma cannon in your mouth.




/

You might get a tummy-ache!
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Never pour your drink on your plasma cannon.




You might get a headache!
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Trace the lines and draw Schlock, so he can
be all back together. Start with the eyes
so that he can see what you’re doing!
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These are Schlock’s friends, Legs and Andy.
They both have quality weapons from
Strohl Munitions, which they
acquired for a great price!




OY
" QUL "

‘

Strohl Munitions makes many different pistols. Draw
lines and connect each of these quality weapons to its
mirror image. So many to choose from!
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None of them are for kids or babies.

SCHLOGK MEEGENARY



TI—2
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Except for the CP-5 Liquid Projectile Carbine.
You can load it with water!
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You can also load it with pink-mod goober rounds!
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Pink mod rounds are not for eating.

.

| K &
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Word Search!
NTYQSOQOMTLTILJGRE S G
OAEGNOCOAJTIENTUA
NRHROXZOEOQWVSTIOTU
NGQOIMJCRNETPNNS
AEHWTZV FYEZETOHTIS
CTUZIDMERNIRHNOMP
AMPANCEAUUI SOMTI
MOCUUERCFEFLRIWMS
S MAKMACS SEDBTOT
AAUCLTEZSTITDTIHDBDZO

RESPONSIBILITY

LNTOHTNTIILHETLUDBYL GETMOMANDDAD
PDELOHANOIGTIOTZVWV FUSIONISSCARY
THIRDDEGREEEBUENS

VDRHRERORRRTREY GUNCONTROLISFUN
AAITCTAYITTETYHTID?D STROHLMUNITIONS
XDZ S S SISNYEZSTUTFN BHTWOFIFTY
BHTWOOHNINE

BELEGSHETUOSBTMOA GAUSSPISTOL
S TAYLEZRUPFCEUTIMWO PLASGUN
PLASMACANNON

NOGATS SRPNVERNMTX SOHLOCK
NUGSALPTUENZEKYHTU TAGON
OEWNZBTYDGNSUSYZBM THOOOM

Find the words and phrases on the right in the
block of letters on the left. Be sure to look up,
down, left, right, and diagonally... the enemy could
be anywhere! There may be additional words and
phrases hidden in the block... hunt them all down!
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Obligatory Legalese:

GROWNUPS: This book is a work of fiction. Any similarity to persons, organizations, nations,
religions, or tobacco companies living or dead is purely serendipidous, and should be considered
satire.

The digital version of this work (Adobe PDF) may not be resold, nor printed and resold. It may not be
modified without explicit permission from the copyright holder (The Tayler Corporation). You do

have permission, however, to print it out as many times as you want and to color it, scribble on it,
shred it, line the cages of small animals with it, and/or use it as tinder, detritus, or sanitary tissue,

You may reproduce your colored or otherwise altered versions of these pages, but you may
not offer them for sale, nor include them as part of any collections that are offered for sale.

If you have come across these pages happenstance, like maybe lying in a copier tray somewhere,
that was probably pretty confusing. Visit www.schlockmercenary.com.

KIDS: Have fun coloring. Your parents must be pretty cool to share this with you. Either that
or they're trying to get you into trouble...




Thanks for reading!

If you want more Schlock Mercenary, you can find it at
www.schlockmercenary.com




